
CORPORATE REPORT  

NO: R244 COUNCIL DATE: December 3, 2018 

REGULAR COUNCIL 

TO: Mayor & Council DATE: November 29, 2018 

FROM: General Manager, Engineering 
General Manager, Parks, Recreation & Culture 

FILE: 0910-30/219 

SUBJECT: Closure of Road Allowance at the Northeast Corner of 156 Street and 
King George Boulevard, for Conversion to Parkland (Gratitude Gardens) 

RECOMMENDATION 

The Engineering Department and the Parks, Recreation & Culture Department recommend that 
Council authorize the City Clerk to bring forward the necessary Bylaw to close and remove the 
dedication as highway of a 2,018 m² (21,730 ft.²) portion of 156 Street as generally illustrated in 
Appendix “I” attached to this report. 

INTENT 

The intent of this report is to seek Council’s approval to close and remove a portion of 156 Street 
as road allowance for conversion to parkland. 

BACKGROUND 

On February 6, 2017 Council directed staff to undertake the necessary steps to convert the portion 
of road allowance discussed in this report to parkland as outlined in Corporate Report  
No. R021: 2017 attached as Appendix “II”.  The City originally acquired the parcel of land at  
2248 King George Boulevard in order to facilitate the realignment of 156 Street at the  
King George Boulevard intersection.  Subsequent to the 156 Street road alignment project being 
completed several South Surrey residents created a pocket garden on the remaining land.  This 
pocket garden would later develop into a community Enhancement Partnership Grant for the 
Gratitude Garden Project.  

Property Description 

The portion of 156 Street road allowance proposed for closure is north of King George Boulevard 
and east of the 156 Street and has a total area of 2,018 m² (21,730 ft.²) (the “Road Closure Area”).  

Zoning, Plan Designations and Land Uses 

The Road Closure Area is zoned Single Family Residential (RF) Zone and is designated 
Commercial in the King George Highway/Highway 99 Corridor Local Area Plan and “Urban” in 
the Official Community Plan. 
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DISCUSSION 

Purpose of Road Closure 

The City of Surrey is initiating the road closure for the creation of parkland known as Gratitude 
Gardens.  

The proposed road closure has been circulated to all potentially involved City Departments for 
review and all are supportive of the proposal. 

As required under Section 40 (4) of the Community Charter, all utility companies potentially 
affected by the proposed road closure have been consulted and none have expressed any 
objections. 

All area calculations contained in this report are approximate and subject to final survey. 

SUSTAINABILITY CONSIDERATIONS 

The proposed road closure for the creation of Gratitude Garden supports the objectives of the 
City’s Sustainability Charter 2.0; more particularly, the following Desired Outcomes (“DO”): 

• Neighbourhoods and Urban Design DO5: Trees, green spaces and natural areas are
integrated into all neighbourhoods;

• Neighbourhoods and Urban Design DO8: The built environment enhances quality of life,
happiness and well-being; and

• Natural Areas, Biodiversity and Urban Forest DO1: Parks, natural areas, urban forests and
habitat corridors are interconnected throughout Surrey and the region, creating healthy
places for people and wildlife.

CONCLUSION 

The Road Closure Area is surplus to the City’s needs.  The terms of the arrangement related to the 
internal transfer of the Road Closure Area from road to parkland are considered reasonable.  It is 
recommended that Council authorize City staff to bring forward an appropriate Bylaw to close the 
Road Closure Area as generally described in this report. 

Fraser Smith, P.Eng., MBA Laurie Cavan 
General Manager, General Manager,  
Engineering   Parks, Recreation & Culture 

Appendix “I” - Aerial Photograph of 156 Street and King George Boulevard 
Appendix “II” – Corporate Report No. R021; 2017 
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APPENDIX "I"AERIAL PHOTOGRAPH OF SITE

Road Closure Area
At 156 St and King George Blvd

2,018 m² (21,730 ft²)
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Note: Appendices Available Upon Request




