
CORPORATE REPORT  

NO: R216 COUNCIL DATE: October 1, 2018 

REGULAR COUNCIL 

TO: Mayor & Council DATE: September 27, 2018 

FROM: General Manager, Parks, Recreation & Culture FILE: 6140-20/O 

SUBJECT: Concept Plan for Orchard Grove Park 

RECOMMENDATION  

The Parks, Recreation & Culture Department recommends that Council: 

1. Receive this report for information; and

2. Endorse the concept plan for Orchard Grove Park, as detailed in Appendix “I”.

INTENT 

The intent of this report is to inform Council of the proposed concept plan for Orchard Grove 
Park and to obtain Council approval to proceed with the construction of the proposed concept 
plan. 

BACKGROUND 

Orchard Grove Park, one of the newest parks in Surrey, is a 2.3 hectares (5.8 acres) park located in 
the Grandview Heights Community (see map, attached as Appendix “II”).  The site, located at 
16685 24 Avenue, was identified in the Orchard Grove Neighbourhood Concept Plan (NCP) for 
tree preservation as well as to provide neighbourhood scale amenities in this rapidly growing part 
of the City.  Although not all the land for the Park has been acquired, the City is in a position to 
advance the development of Orchard Grove Park given the majority of the land has been 
acquired.  

DISCUSSION 

The City presented preliminary project information (Appendix “III”), at a public Open House on 
November 30, 2017 at Kensington Prairie Community Centre.  The Open House was advertised in 
local newspapers and a notice was sent to approximately 800 homes in the surrounding 
neighbourhood.  Twenty-five individuals signed in to the open house.  Feedback was collected 
from comment forms completed by attendees of the open house.  The feedback generally 
reflected the community’s overwhelming support of the City’s intent to preserve the trees as 
much as possible and ranked priorities in first, second and third in preference of: forest walking 
trails/walking loop, a playground, and picnic facilities.  The comments from the first phase of 
engagement generally reflected residents’ desire to see: trees retained, trail networks, minimal 
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loss of habitat in the surrounding neighbourhood and a safe place to play that includes both grass 
areas and play areas situated near shade trees.  
 
Informed by the feedback from the first Open House, as well as subsequent arboricultural and 
geotechnical assessments, two concept designs were developed around the same proposed path 
network with the only difference being the location of the playground and picnic area in the park.   
These two concepts (attached as Appendix “IV”) were presented at a second public Open House 
held on February 20, 2018 at the South Surrey Operations Centre.  The community was again very 
supportive of the proposed concept designs presented at the second Open House and a survey 
was circulated asking attendees to vote on their preferred location of the playground and picnic 
area.  Of the thirteen votes received, eight favoured Option 1 and five favoured Option 2 based on 
enhanced opportunities for tree preservation and placement of amenities in existing disturbed 
areas.  Parks Division staff members were invited to review both options and also favoured Option 
1 on the basis it offers better sightlines into the park. 
 
The concept plan prepared for Orchard Grove Park proposes a low impact addition of appropriate 
neighbourhood level park amenities, with the primary focus being on maximizing tree 
preservation.  The concept plan was scheduled to go to the Parks, Recreation & Sport Tourism 
Committee for review in September however; the Committee was unable to meet.  The 
recommendation to endorse the concept plan has come directly to Council to ensure the timely 
completion of the project.  The preferred concept plan is attached as Appendix “I” to this report.  
 
FUNDING 
 
Funding for this project is available in the Orchard Grove NCP.  
 
SUSTAINABILITY CONSIDERATIONS  
 
Construction of a neighbourhood level park will support the objectives of the City’s Sustainability 
Charter 2.0.  In particular, this work relates to the theme of Built Environment & Neighbourhoods 
and assists in meeting the following Desired Outcomes (DO): 
 

• Neighbourhoods and Urban Design : DO 1: “Surrey is compromised with distinct, diverse 
and compact town centres with an engaging public realm”;  

• Neighbourhoods and Urban Design : DO 8: “The built environment enhances quality of 
life, happiness and well-being”; and  

• Neighbourhoods and Urban Design : DO 15: “All new buildings, public places and outdoor 
spaces are welcoming, safe and universally accessible”.  

 
CONCLUSION  
 
The preferred concept plan is sensitively planned around maximizing tree preservation while 
providing the requisite amenities for this new neighbourhood.  The preferred concept plan 
includes all three of the top ranked amenities while additionally offering various natural area 
enhancements and numerous casual-use lawn areas.  Construction of the park amenities will 
begin in autumn 2018, with completion scheduled for summer 2019. 
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Based on the above discussion, it is recommended that Council endorse the Concept Plan for 
Orchard Grove Park, as detailed in Appendix “I”. 
 
 
 
Laurie Cavan  
General Manager,  
Parks, Recreation & Culture  
 
Appendix “I” – Orchard Grove Park Detailed Concept Plan 
Appendix “II” – Orchard Grove Park Location Map  
Appendix “III” – Orchard Grove Park Preliminary Project Information 
Appendix “IV” – Orchard Grove Park – Two Concept Designs 
 
j:\wpcentre\corprpts\2018\francis park amenity upgrades – playground and pavilion.docx 
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APPENDIX “I” 
Orchard Grove Park Detailed Concept Plan 
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APPENDIX “III” 

Orchard Grove Park Preliminary Project Information  
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APPENDIX “IV” 
Orchard Grove Park – Two Concept Designs 
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