
CORPORATE REPORT  

NO: R205 COUNCIL DATE: September 17, 2018 

REGULAR COUNCIL 

TO: Mayor & Council DATE: September 12, 2018 

FROM: General Manager, Parks, Recreation & Culture 
General Manager, Finance  

FILE: 1850-01 

SUBJECT: Community Enhancement Partnership (CEP) Program Grant Application – 
Snenymous (Gathering Place) 

RECOMMENDATION 

The Parks, Recreation & Culture Department and the Finance Department recommend that 
Council approve a grant under the Community Enhancement Partnership (CEP) Program of up to 
$3,000 to the Kekinow Native Housing Society to support the Synenymous Project. 

INTENT 

The intent of this report is to recommend Council award a CEP grant to support the Snenymous 
Project to build five (5) community gardens creating a gathering place. 

BACKGROUND 

In January 2010, Council adopted the CEP Program, which is intended to provide financial support 
for projects focussed on community engagement and neighbourhood enhancement.  Under the 
CEP Program, residents, businesses, and community groups may apply to the City for a grant 
under one of these three separate categories:  

• Small Project Grants - to support in planning, organizing and implementing projects
intended to directly improve the physical aesthetic appeal of a neighbourhood.

• Celebration and Activity Grants- to support projects that build community
relationships through celebration and activity.

• Façade Enhancement Grants – enable small businesses or commercial property owners
to apply for funding to renovate or improve their building facades.

The CEP Program Guidelines are attached as Appendix “I”.  
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The community has been notified of this program through stakeholder mail-outs, newspaper ads, 
press releases, promotional posters at civic facilities, and on the City’s website and social media 
channels.  A Grant Selections Committee has been established, with representatives from various 
departments, and is responsible for assessing grant applications that are received under the CEP 
Program.  Thirty two (32) CEP Program grants have been approved in 2018. 
 
The following sections of this report provide a description and evaluation of an application for a 
grant under the CEP Program that was recently received by the City. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The Kekinow Native Housing Society is a not for profit organization that provides subsidized, 
affordable and long-term housing for people of Indigenous ancestry with limited income.  The 
aim of the organization is to ensure safety and good health for Indigenous people.  The 
organization has applied for a Façade Enhancement Grant to build a ‘Snenymous,’ or ‘Gathering 
Place’ constructed of 5 community gardens to act as the gathering space for the communities.   
 
The proposed project will consist of building community gardens in 5 Surrey Kekinow Complex 
Housing Complexes at: 7420 121A Street, 6455 121 Street, 14145 103 Avenue, 9537 Prince Charles 
Boulevard and 7651 140 Street.  In addition to growing vegetables and herbs, traditional medicines 
will also be grown.  The focus of the project is to engage the community and allow the Elders of 
the community to incorporate their teachings within the gardens.  An example of a community 
garden completed by Kekinow Native Housing Society is shown in Appendix “II”.   
 
The applicant has applied for a $3,000 grant to offset the material needed to build the 5 
community gardens.  It is estimated 1,100+ volunteer hours will be contributed to this project.   
 
Based on a review of the project according to the CEP Program criteria, a grant of up to $3,000 for 
the Snenymous Project is considered reasonable, subject to the group submitting photographs 
documenting the progress and outcomes of the project.  
 
FUNDING 
 
The 2018 CEP Program has a budget of $45,000.  In addition, $49,928 of unused funding from 2017 
and prior years was brought forward and added to the 2018 CEP budget for a total of $94,928.  
Appendix “III” provides information on the status of funding related to the CEP Program based on 
an assumption that Council will approve the recommendation of this report. 
 
SUSTAINABILITY CONSIDERATIONS 
 
The CEP Program meets the goals of the City’s Sustainability Charter 2.0 by encouraging social 
connections, community pride, volunteerism, community ownership and place making at the 
neighbourhood level.  Specifically the initiatives support the following Desired Outcomes (DO) 
and Strategic Direction’s (SD): 
 

• Community Pride and Engagement SD19: Support place making opportunities at the 
neighbourhood level and the creation of community gathering spaces. 

• Community Pride and Engagement SD8: Strengthen and promote community 
engagement and programming in public spaces. 
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CONCLUSION 
 
Based on the above discussion, it is recommended that Council approve a grant under the CEP 
Program of up to $3,000 to the Kekinow Native Housing Society to support the Synenymous 
Project. 
 
 
 
  
Laurie Cavan      Kam Grewal, CPA, CMA 
General Manager     General Manager    
Parks, Recreation & Culture    Finance  
 
 
Appendix “I”:  CEP Program Overview and Guidelines 
Appendix “II”:  Project Details and Location 
Appendix “III”: Status of Community Enhancement Partnership Program Funding 
 
j:\wpcentre\corprpts\2018\community enhancement partnership (cep) program grant application – snenymous (gathering place).docx 
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APPENDIX “II” 

Example of a Community Garden 
 

 
Location: 555 Knight Road Chilliwack, BC 
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APPENDIX “III” 

 
Status of Community Enhancement Partnership Program Funding 

 

 

 


