
CORPORATE REPORT  

REGULAR COUNCIL 

TO: Mayor & Council DATE: April 4, 2018 

FROM: General Manager, Finance  FILE: 1850-01 

SUBJECT: Funding Request – Foam Free Vaisakhi Initiative 

RECOMMENDATION 

The Finance Department recommends that Council: 

1. Receive this report as information; and

2. Approve a funding request of $5,000 from Council Initiatives Fund to the organizers of
the Foam Free Vaisakhi Initiative.

INTENT 

The purpose of this report is to request that Mayor and Council support a funding request from 
the Council Initiatives Fund towards the awareness campaign for Foam Free Vaisakhi Initiative. 
This report addresses that request. 

DISCUSSION 

On March 28, 2018, a delegation consisting of Mr. Sarj Sabharwal and Mr. Bal Sabharwal provided 
a presentation proposing a Foam Free Vaisakhi Initiative to the Environmental Sustainability 
Advisory Committee.  The initiative aims to replace polystyrene products with a compostable and 
sustainable substitute at Surrey’s annual Vaisakhi event, the largest of its kind in North America. 
The goal is to encourage participating patrons and vendors at the Vaisakhi event to incorporate 
environmentally friendly products that are biodegradable. 

This year’s Vaisakhi event will be held on April 14.  Along with a parade march, the event is 
expected to host over 200 registered roadside food stalls. In 2017, over 400,000 people attended 
the Vaisakhi event with increased attendance anticipated for this year. Much of the waste left over 
from the event includes non-biodegradable polystyrene products, such as, Styrofoam. Styrofoam 
is not an acceptable item in Surrey’s recycling carts and must be taken to a local recycling depot 
for proper disposal.  Currently, there is no educational component at the event with respect to 
Styrofoam waste.  
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The delegation proposes to create an awareness campaign on the disadvantages of using products 
like Styrofoam and provide the public with information and sources to sustainable alternatives, 
such as, bagasse based products made from the pulpy residue left over after the extraction of juice 
from sugar cane. The awareness campaign will include social media outreach, newspaper ads, 
placing banners and signage along the parade route and handing out information to public at the 
2018 Vaisakhi event.  
 
Staff has evaluated the request and recommends that Council approve a funding of $5,000 from 
the Council Initiatives Fund in support of the awareness campaign for Free Foam Vaisakhi 
Initiative.   
 
FUNDING 
 
Appendix “II” attached to this report documents the balance in the Council Initiatives Fund based 
on an assumption that Council will approve the recommendations of this report. 
 

SUSTAINABILITY 
 
The Free Foam Vaisakhi Initiative supports the overall objectives of the City’s Sustainability 
Charter as related to the themes of Ecosystems and Health and Wellness.  Specifically, this grant 
will support the following desired outcomes: 
 

• Ecosystems DO2: Surrey actively protects, enhances and restores its natural environment 
and habitats. 

• Ecosystems DO4: Surrey residents support biodiversity conservation, and are stewards of 
natural area and urban forests on both public and private lands Inclusion DO3: Residents 
have opportunities to build social connections with people from different backgrounds. 

• Ecosystems DO10: Surrey values healthy soils as an important part of biodiversity. 
• Health and Wellness DO3: Surrey has the health services and programs to meet the 

current and changing needs of its diverse and growing population. 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Based on the above discussion, it is recommended that Council approve from the Council 
Initiatives Fund, a contribution of $5,000 towards the Foam Free Vaisakhi Initiative. 

 
 
 
Kam Grewal, CPA, CMA 
General Manager, Finance  
 
 
Attachment: 
Appendix “I”:  Free Foam Vaisakhi Initiative Presentation  
Appendix “II”:  Council Initiatives Fund- Allocations for 2018 
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2018 FINANCIAL PLAN  
COUNCIL INITIATIVES  

Description Amount Allocation to date Remaining

Carried Forward from Prior Year

adjusted for amounts not utilized 600

2018 Adopted Budget 260,000 260,600$      

2018 Sponsor Appreciation Event 10,000                

All Aboard Wanderlust - JustKids Program 2,500                  

Young Agrarians Land Matching 10,000                

SFU President's Surrey Gala 5,000                  

Foam Free Vaisakhi Initiative (Proposed) 5,000                 

 Allocations for 2018 32,500$              228,100$       


