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TO: Mayor & Council DATE: June 6, 2016 
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SUBJECT: Funding Request – Refugee Welcome Event 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Parks, Recreation and Culture Department and Finance and Technology Department 
recommend Council:  
 

1. Receive this report as information; and 
 

2. Approve financial support for the Refugee Welcome event from the Council Initiatives 
Fund in the amount of $6,850 to develop a community event to recognize and 
celebrate refugees in Surrey. 

 
INTENT 
 
The purpose of this report is to advise Council of, and to seek funding for the Refugee Welcome 
event that will provide an opportunity for residents of Surrey to acknowledge and celebrate the 
contributions and achievements of refugees in our community. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
As one of the destinations for refugees in Canada, Surrey is home to thousands of refugees who 
have fled their countries in search of safety, security and peace. 
 
In response to the recent influx of Syrian refugees a Corporate Report went to Council on April 18, 
2016 (Corporate Report R089:2016 attached as Appendix “I”) that indicated in the summer of 2016 
a welcoming event for refugees will be organized by the City of Surrey.  The City would like to 
welcome refugee families to an event at City Hall Plaza on, Wednesday, July 20th to provide them 
an opportunity to celebrate, express their cultural identity, and meet their neighbours.  The event 
will take a similar format to the ‘Welcome to City Centre Block Party’ that took place in the Plaza 
last fall and would be organized with strong involvement from Surrey Local Immigration 
Partnership (LIP) partners, members of the Immigrant Advisory Roundtable, local businesses and 
community organizations.  Activities will include children’s games, cultural entertainment, food 
and City Hall tours. 
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Budget Considerations  
 
The development and delivery of the Refugee Welcome event by City of Surrey and partners will 
require a budget of $6,850, with additional in-kind support from the City.  The funding will 
support staffing and volunteer recognition, provide food and refreshments, tour interpreters, 
entertainment honorariums, supplies and marketing including translation services.  The status of 
the Council Initiative Fund is documented in Appendix “II” attached to this report including the 
allocation recommended in this report. 
 
SUSTAINABILITY CONSIDERATIONS 
 
The Refugee Welcome event will serve to addresses several of the Desired Outcomes and support 
Strategic Directions found under multiple themes identified in the Sustainability Charter 2.0, 
including: 
 

• Inclusion – Diversity and Accessibility; 
• Inclusion – Community Pride and Engagement; 
• Built Environments and Neighbourhoods - Neighbourhoods and Urban Design;  
• Public Safety - Community Safety and Emergency Services; and 
• Health and Wellness – Wellness and Recreation. 

 
CONCLUSION 
 
Based on the above discussion, it is recommended that Council approve financial support for the 
Refugee Welcome event in the amount of $6,850 from the Council Initiatives Fund that will 
celebrate and welcome refugees living in Surrey while enhancing the community spirit for all 
participants. 
 
 
 
 
Laurie Cavan     Vivienne Wilke, CPA, CGA   
General Manager    General Manager 
Parks, Recreation & Culture   Finance and Technology 
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Appendix “I” 
Update on the Arrival of Syrian Refugees 
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Appendix “II” 
 

 

 

2016 FINANCIAL PLAN  
COUNCIL INITIATIVES  

Description Amount Allocation to date Remaining

Carried Forward from Prior Year 2,800

2016 Proposed Budget 250,000 252,800$      

My Neighbourhood, My futures Initiative (year 4 of 5) 40,000

Surrey Poet Laureate (Year 2 of 3) 10,000

SFU Surrey Campus Open House 15,000

City of Surrey Busary 10,000

Seeds Business Awards 4,000

PICS Diversity City Sponsorship 5,000

Bridal Week Vancouver 5,000

100 Year Journey Gala Sponsorship 6,000

Pride Festival 5,000

Seniors Volunteer Project 75,000

Ethar Trip to Cloverdale Rodeo 2,688

Whalley Little League (Proposed) 2,000

Refugee Welcome Event (Proposed) 6,850

Sarah McLachlan School of Music (Proposed) 30,000

Sarah McLachlan School of Music (Reimbursement from SFFCS) -15,000

 Allocations for 2016 201,538$            51,300$         


