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RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Parks, Recreation & Culture Department and the Finance & Technology Department 
recommend that Council approve a CEP Program grant of up to $3,000 to the Value Group on 
behalf of a local resident group working on the Bark Park - Temporary Dog Park project, 70A 
Avenue. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
In January 2010 Council adopted the Community Enhancement Partnership (CEP) Program, 
which is intended to provide financial support for projects focussed on community engagement 
and neighbourhood enhancement.  Under the CEP Program, residents and community groups 
may apply to the City for a grant under either of two separate categories; these being:  
 

• Small Project Grants - to support in planning, organizing and implementing projects 
intended to directly improve the physical aesthetic appeal of a neighbourhood; or  

 
• Partnership Grants - to support projects that build community relationships through 

celebration and activity.  
 
The CEP Program Guidelines are attached as Appendix “I”.  The 2016 CEP Program has a budget 
of $40,000.  
 
The community has been notified of this program through stakeholder mail-outs, newspaper ads, 
press releases, promotional posters at civic facilities and on the City’s website and social media 
channels.  A Grant Selections Committee has been established with representatives from various 
Departments and is responsible for assessing grant applications that are received under the 
Program.  Eighty two (82) CEP Program grants have been approved to date. 
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The following sections of this report provide a description and evaluation of an application for a 
grant under the CEP Program that was recently received by the City. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Bark Park - Temporary Dog Park 70A Avenue 
 
The Value Group of companies has provided a 0.5 hectare property on 70A Avenue just west of 
King George Boulevard (Appendix “II”) for a temporary community led development project on 
private property.  Access to the property will be provided until such time as development occurs 
on the site.  A group of local residents is involved in spearheading the creation of a temporary dog 
park called “Bark Park” on the site.  The intent of the project is to bring local residents to the site 
to help mitigate the nuisance activities that have been occurring in this area of Newton.  The 
RCMP, local service providers and City staff are involved in a multi-pronged approach to bringing 
positive change to 70A Avenue.  Bark Park is a key piece in this strategy.  There is community 
support for a dog park based on the feedback from residents at the 2014 Newton Festival and 
responses at the 70A Avenue Block Party, hosted by the Newton BIA in August 2015. 
 
The entire project is expected to cost $4,300, which includes the installation of temporary fencing, 
a gravel pathway and signage.  The $3,000 grant will go towards paying for the supply of materials 
required for the dog park and the resident group is organizing a build day, recruiting volunteers 
to monitor the site and organizing ongoing site maintenance.  The RCMP has agreed to provide 
security support and while the dog park is on private property, Parks Operations will undertake 
dog waste removal twice a week.  The group is aiming to have the dog park completed by the end 
of March. 
 
Based on a review of the project according to the CEP Program criteria, a grant of up to $3,000 to 
the Value Group on behalf of the resident group working on the Bark Park - Temporary Dog Park 
project, is considered reasonable, subject to the group submitting photographs documenting the 
progress and outcomes of the project.  
 
Funding 
 
Appendix “III” provides information on the status of funding related to the Community 
Enhancement Partnership Program based on an assumption that Council will approve the 
recommendations of this report. 
 
SUSTAINABILITY CONSIDERATIONS 
 
The CEP Program supports the goals of the City’s Sustainability Charter by encouraging social 
connections, volunteerism, community ownership and citizen engagement, in accordance with 
the Sustainability Charter Goals SC 6, 7, 8 and 13. 
  



- 3 - 
 
 
 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Based on the above discussion, it is recommended that Council approve a CEP Program grant of 
up to $3,000 to the Value Group on behalf of the 70A Avenue Resident Group for the Bark Park - 
Temporary Dog Park project. 
 
 
 
 
Laurie Cavan     Vivienne Wilke, CPA, CGA 
General Manager    General Manager    
Parks, Recreation and Culture   Finance and Technology 
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Appendix “I”  
CEP Program Overview and Guidelines 
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Appendix “II”  
Project Details and Location 

70A Avenue, Newton 
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Appendix “III” 
  

 Status of Community Enhancement Partnership Program Funding 
 
 

 


