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RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Parks, Recreation and Culture Department recommends that Council: 
 

1. Receive this report as information; and 
 

2. Approve the Concept Plan for Hazelgrove Park attached as Appendix I in principle as 
described in this report. 

 
INTENT 
 
The purpose of this report is to provide information regarding the planning and design process 
for Hazelgrove Park and to recommend the approval of the Concept Plan for the park. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Hazelgrove Park was designated as a combined school and park site within the East Clayton 
Neighbourhood Concept Plan (NCP).  The NCP identified the park as community level, with a 
program to serve the outdoor recreation needs of the community, including amenities for team 
sports, active play and youth.  A park location map is attached to this report as Appendix II.  
 
The park site is located between 190 and 191 Street north of Hazelgrove Elementary and south of 
the Metro Vancouver Clayton water reservoir.  Metro Vancouver is planning to expand the water 
reservoir to serve the needs of the growing community.  The site is at the highest point in Clayton 
and as such is the optimal location for a reservoir to serve the community.  To maximize the 
utility of the park site and to facilitate the reservoir expansion, the City and Metro Vancouver are 
coordinated a land exchange.  This exchange resulted in a park site of 3.5 hectares (8.6 acres) 
which will make it the largest park in East Clayton.  The resulting boundary of the land exchange 
is reflected in the Concept Plan for Hazelgrove Park.  Details of the land exchange were approved 
at the February 24 Council meeting (R029: 2014 - Purchase of an Area of Land at 19080 – 72 
Avenue, the Sale of Land at 19010 & 19050 - 72 Avenue and 7124 - 190 Street and the Closure and 
Sale of 71A Avenue East of 190 Street). 
 
The existing site is undeveloped and characterized by new growth of Black Cottonwood and Red 
Alder saplings with a combination of blackberry and native shrub understory.  There is a grove of 
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Douglas Fir, Western Red Cedar and Big Leaf Maple trees at the east end of the site which will be 
retained.  The surrounding neighbourhood is characterised as single family and multi-family 
residential development. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
A comprehensive Engagement and Communication Plan was developed for the project to ensure 
that stakeholders and the public were involved and had opportunities for meaningful engagement 
in the design process.  The Engagement and Communication Plan included two phases to provide 
opportunities for ideas gathering, concept development and concept refinement.   
 
Summary of Phase 1 Engagement 
 
Phase 1 of the Engagement and Communications Plan was developed to gather community ideas 
and preferences regarding park features and design.  The following engagement opportunities 
were provided during September and October, 2013: 
 

• Online CitySpeaks survey sent to East Clayton area residents 
• Online CitySpeaks survey open to the public 
• Public Open House on September 10, 2013 
• Hazelgrove Elementary Parent Advisory Committee (PAC) Meeting, September 30, 2013 
• Youth Outreach 

o Youth Fest on September 21, 2013  
o Youth engagement sessions on October 9, 2013 with two groups of grade 7 classes 

at Hazelgrove Elementary School  
 
A total of 79 online survey respondents, over 200 open house attendees and over 100 youth 
participated in the preliminary consultation and provided their ideas for the design of the park.  
The first open house was advertised through mail-outs to 1,200 households, large on-site signs, 
local newspapers, City of Surrey website, as well as the City Facebook and Twitter pages.  The 
information presented at the Phase 1 open house is attached to this report as Appendix III.   
 
The results of the first phase of engagement indicated a strong desire for active amenities.  The 
preferred park amenities chosen by participants were a playground, water spray park, walking 
loops and trails, picnic areas, a washroom building and tennis courts.  Preserving the grove of 
trees at the east of the site was also a priority.  There was a slight preference for completing the 
north end of 191 Street as a cul-de-sac as a means to preserve the tree grove.  The top youth 
amenity identified was parkour which is a relatively new sport that involves running, jumping or 
climbing over obstacles in an urban environment.   
 
Concerns were expressed related to traffic congestion and parking, particularly around the 
intersection of 191 Street and 70 Ave adjacent to Hazelgrove Elementary.  There was support for a 
dedicated parking lot to serve the park.  It was noted that Hazelgrove Elementary is well over 
capacity, and that some of the associated parking and traffic issue will be alleviated with the 
opening of Katzie Elementary in March, 2014.   
 
Three preliminary park options, attached as Appendix IV, were developed based on the ideas 
generated through the Phase 1 engagement process.  These preliminary park options were 
presented for feedback within the Phase 2 engagement process.   
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Summary of Phase 2 Engagement 
 
Phase 2 of the Engagement and Communications Plan was developed to gather feedback and 
preferences on park options and design.  The following engagement opportunities were provided 
during November and December, 2013: 
 

• Public Open House, and 
• Online CitySpeaks survey open to the public. 

 
Over 70 people attended the public open house on November 19, 2013 and 37 completed a survey.  
The second open house was advertised through mail-out to 1,200 households, large on-site signs, 
local newspapers, City of Surrey website, as well as the City Facebook and Twitter pages.  
Additionally, direct emails were sent to a project list of consenting participants that was collected 
through the first phase of engagement.  The information presented at the Phase 2 open house is 
attached to this report as Appendix V. 
 
Three park options were presented through the second phase of engagement.  Park Options A 
and B showed a single soccer field with a balance of active amenities, passive open space and 
natural areas.  Option C showed a second soccer field to maximize opportunity for organized field 
sports, however with less variety of active amenities and reduced space for passive park use.  All 
options showed a parking lot and additional on-street parking on 190th and 191st Street adjacent to 
the park.   
 
Participants were asked to rank each park option and provide feedback on the specific design 
elements of each.  Respondents were largely in support of Options A and B, which provided a 
similar balance of amenity, while Option C, which featured two soccer fields and less overall 
amenity, was ranked as least favourable.  Respondents also provided preferences on the type and 
location of each amenity.  Based on the feedback and preferences received through the second 
phase of engagement, the design team have combined the preferred elements of Options A and B 
into the single preferred Concept Plan for Hazelgrove Park presented within this report.  A full 
summary of Phase 1 and 2 Engagement is attached to this report as Appendix VI. 
 
Final Concept Plan 
 
Amenities for the Community 
 
The final preferred Concept Plan includes a centrally located regulation size soccer field, which 
compliments the existing soccer field on the adjacent school site.  Open lawn is located on either 
side of the soccer field to provide spectator and warm-up areas, as well as spaces for family 
picnicking.  An active amenity node is located west of the soccer field, featuring a playground and 
water spray park, two tennis courts, a basketball and ball hockey court, a youth parkour course 
and a washroom building.  A parking lot for 35 vehicles with access off of 190 Street is also 
planned in this area.  The eastern portion of the park, north and east of the soccer field, features a 
natural area node located around the existing grove of Douglas Fir, Western Red Cedar and Big 
Leaf Maple trees.  This area will be naturalized with additional tree plantings and pathways will 
be constructed to provide opportunities for residents to enjoy the forest.  In total, over 100 large 
canopy trees will be planted within the park site and on adjacent street boulevards.    
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Park amenities, including the washroom building, have been placed with consideration to public 
safety.  Maximum site-lines from adjacent roads will minimize areas of concealment within the 
park and the design of structures will reduce graffiti and vandalism as much as possible.  
Amenities have also been placed with optimal adjacencies; for example, the water spray park and 
the playground adjacent to the washroom building and picnicking areas, to make the various park 
spaces as comfortable and user friendly as possible.   
 
In addition to providing a variety of active and passive park amenities, the final preferred concept 
plan also addresses the objective of the East Clayton NCP to promote natural drainage through 
the use of on-site storm water management practices.  A bio-swale along the western edge of the 
park will infiltrate and detain storm water run-off from the parking lot, reducing the flow of water 
into the storm water system.  The bio-swale will also reduce the burden placed on the sanitary 
system by filtering and de-chlorinating run-off from the water spray park through infiltration and 
diversion to the storm water system.   
 
Traffic and Parking 
 
Traffic and parking provisions were important considerations for the community.  The parking 
demand for the park was determined through a comparison of community level parks with 
similar amenities.  The final preferred Concept Plan includes a parking lot for 35 vehicles with 
access from 190 Street.  An additional 27 on-street parking stalls will also be added to 190th and 191 
Street, for a total of 64 new parking stalls in the area.  These new parking stalls will add to the 
existing 62 stalls within the adjacent Hazelgrove Elementary parking lot, which will serve as 
overflow parking during high demand events within the park.   
 
The north end of 191 Street will be completed with a cul-de-sac, providing for increased traffic 
movement and circulation adjacent to Hazelgrove Elementary while protecting the adjacent tree 
grove.  A dashed line at 191st Street on the plan indicates a planned future local road connection to 
relieve traffic congestion at the intersection of 7oth Ave and 191st Street.  Any future planning for 
the connection would be subject to further public consultation if it was required in the future.  
The planned connection must wait for future development of a private property to the northeast 
of the park.  In addition to the added parking and cul-de-sac, existing school related traffic and 
parking demand adjacent to Hazelgrove Elementary is anticipated to drop following the Spring 
2014 opening of Katzie Elementary.   
 
Next Steps 
 
The Concept Plan for Hazelgrove Park was reviewed by the Parks, Recreation and Sport Tourism 
(PRST) Committee on February 19, 2014.  The Committee supported the preferred Concept Plan. 
 
Detailed design will begin following Council approval of the preferred Concept Plan.  
Construction of Hazelgrove Park is anticipated to begin in the summer of 2014, funded through 
Park Amenity Contributions collected throughout the East Clayton NCP area.  Site clearing is 
underway prior to the bird nesting season. 
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SUSTAINABILITY CONSIDERATIONS 
 
The Hazelgrove Park project responds to several objectives and actions in the Sustainability 
Charter, including: 
 

• SC8: Facilitating and encouraging meaningful public engagement; 
• EN12: Enhancing and protecting natural areas and wildlife habitat; 
• EN13: Enhancing the public realm through the creation of comfortable, safe and beautiful 

public space; 
• SC11: Enhancing public safety by applying Crime Prevention Through Environmental 

Design (CPTED) principles; and, 
• EN8: Applying sustainable engineering standards and practices. 

 
CONCLUSION 
 
The Concept Plan for Hazelgrove Park includes the desired amenities for the East Clayton 
community including a new playground, water spray park, tennis courts, walking paths and a 
sports field.  The final Concept Plan, attached as Appendix I to this report, delivers the park 
amenities most requested by the community in the most appropriate location and efficient 
manner.   
 
Based on the above discussion, it is recommended that Council approve the Concept Plan for 
Hazelgrove Park as generally illustrated on Appendix I attached to this report and request that 
staff proceed with detailed design of the park. 
 
 
 
 
Laurie Cavan 
General Manager  
Parks, Recreation and Culture 
 
Attachments: 

Appendix I – Hazelgrove Park Concept Plan 
Appendix II – Hazelgrove Park Context Map 
Appendix III – Open House #1 Presentation Boards 
Appendix IV – Preliminary Park Concept Plans 
Appendix V – Open House #2 Presentation Boards 
Appendix VI – Engagement Summary 

 
 
\\file-server3\annex\park-rec\wpcentre\corprpts\2014\hazelgrove park, cr for cic, february 2014.docx 
DCV 3/6/14 10:13 AM 

 
  



- 6 - 
 
 
Appendix I – Hazelgrove Park Concept Plan 
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Appendix II – Hazelgrove Park Context Map 
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Appendix III – Open House #1 Presentation Boards 
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Appendix V – Open House #5 Presentation Boards 
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Appendix VI – Engagement Summary 

 



- 41 - 
 
 

 



- 42 - 
 
 

 
 



- 43 - 
 
 

 



- 44 - 
 
 

 
 



- 45 - 
 
 

 




