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FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 
TO: Mayor & Council DATE: January 27, 2014 
 
FROM: General Manager, Finance & Technology FILE: 1850-20 
 
SUBJECT: Surrey Fire Fighters' Historical Society – Grant for Restoration of Fire Truck 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Finance & Technology Department recommends that the Finance Committee recommend 
that Council approve a grant from the Council Initiatives Fund of $12,500 to the Surrey Fire 
Fighters’ Historical Society to assist in completing the restoration of a 1958 GMC Surrey Fire 
Truck that will be displayed by the Society at parades and other events. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
In November 2011, Council provided $18,000 to the Surrey Fire Fighters’ Historical Society (the 
“Society”) to assist with the restoration of a 1958 GMC Surrey Fire Truck that the Society acquired 
from the City after the truck had been retired from service.  In addition to this vehicle, the Society 
also owns a fully restored 1898 Gudda Percha Hose Reel, a 1919 White Chemical Wagon which is 
currently in the process of being restored and a fully restored 1921 LaFrance Pumper Truck. 
 
The Society has completed a significant amount of restoration work on the 1958 Fire Truck; 
however they have found the restoration costs have exceeded their expectations to bring this 
vehicle back to full road worthy condition. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The Surrey Fire Fighters’ Historical Society is seeking financial support to complete the 
restoration of the 1958 GMC Fire Truck, the first ever new fire truck that was purchased by the 
City of Surrey.  A copy of a letter from the Society, dated December 4, 2014, containing their 
request is attached as Appendix A.  When the vehicle is restored, the Society plans to use it in 
parades, community events and charitable society fund-raising initiatives.  This vehicle will be the 
only vehicle in the Society’s fleet that is road worthy, thus allowing greater flexibility in its use.  
The other vehicles in the Society’s fleet need to be towed to events. 
 
The cost of restoring this Fire Truck was initially estimated at $25,300 plus in-kind contributions, 
with the City providing $18,000.  The Society has been able to raise $12,800 in cash and $10,500 
worth of in-kind services; however a further $12,500 is required to complete the restoration.  The 
Society has requested that the City provide this remaining amount to complete the final stages of 
this restoration project.  Funding to support this recommendation is available in the Council 
Initiatives Fund. 
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Although the request does not satisfy the criteria to be considered for a one-time grant, staff 
views the project as being valuable to the image of the City and would support a grant from the 
Council Initiatives Fund in the amount requested by the Society. 
 
Status of Council Initiatives Fund 
 
The status of the Council Initiatives Fund is documented in Appendix B on an assumption that 
Council will approve the recommendation of this report. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Based on the above discussion, it is recommended that the Finance Committee recommend to 
Council that a grant of $12,500 from the Council Initiatives Fund be provided to the Surrey Fire 
Fighters’ Historical Society to assist in completing the restoration of a 1958 GMC Surrey Fire 
Truck that will be displayed by the Society at parades and other events 
 
 
 
Vivienne Wilke, CGA 
General Manager,  
Finance & Technology 
 
Attachments: 
 
Appendix A: Letter from the Surrey Fire Fighters’ Historical Society, dated December 4, 2013 
Appendix B: Council Initiatives Fund – Allocations for 2014 
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