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SUBJECT: Surrey Steps Up: Launch Event  
 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Parks, Recreation and Culture Department and the Finance and Technology Department 
recommend that the Finance Committee recommend that Council approve funding in the 
amount of $5,000 from the Council Initiatives Fund to support the Surrey Steps Up: Launch Event 
as generally described in this report. 
 
INTENT 
 
The purpose of this report is to provide background information about the Surrey Steps Up 
initiative and to seek approval for funding from the Council Initiatives Fund in the amount of 
$5,000 to support the Launch Event for the Surrey Steps Up Program. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Surrey Steps Up is a program designed to increase community engagement and to enhance 
liveability and safety in Surrey.  The project involves three main streams of activities that will take 
place during 2014 as follows:  
 

• business engagement; 
• community and resident engagement; and  
• youth engagement. 

 
The Finance Committee at its meeting on December 16, 2013 considered the Corporate Report No. 
F046:2013 titled “Surrey Steps Up: Youth Engagement Campaign” and recommended that Council 
approve $10,000 for the Surrey Steps Up Youth Engagement Initiative.  A copy of that report is 
attached to this report as Appendix A. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The launch of the Surrey Steps Up Program is planned for Saturday February 22nd at the Surrey 
Arts Centre.  The Launch Event will be open to the community at large.  The event will focus on 
bringing the community together to learn about the Program, to encourage community members 
to get more involved in their community as a means to initiate creative positive change in 
neighbourhoods. 
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The launch event will feature Jason Roberts from Oak Cliff, Texas as the key note speaker.  Mr. 
Roberts is known as a change agent for initiating positive change in neighbourhoods and for 
building stronger communities through on the ground changes.  The launch event will be 
promoted widely across the City and will be followed by four Community Cafes held across the 
City. 
 
Funding in the amount of $5,000 from the Council Initiatives Fund is being requested to support 
the event, which will be used to offset facility set up costs, refreshments and other program costs. 
 
Status of Council Initiative Fund 
 
Appendix B attached to this report provides the status of the Council Initiatives Fund on the 
assumption that the recommendation of this report will be approved by Council. 
 
SUSTAINABILITY CONSIDERATIONS 
 
The implementation of the recommendations of this report will assist in achieving the objectives 
of the City’s Sustainability Charter; more particularly the following action items: 
 

• SC5: Plan for the Social Well Being of Surrey Residents;  
• SC15: Promote Literacy, Education and Training; and 
• SC 11 – Improve Public Safety and Security. 

 
CONCLUSION 
 
The Surrey Steps Up Program that is built on past successes in community engagement.  It is 
focused on encouraging residents and the business community to be more engaged in enhancing 
the liveability and safety of the City’s communities. 
 
Based on the above discussion, it is recommended that the Finance Committee recommend that 
Council approve funding in the amount of $5,000 from the Council Initiatives Fund to support the 
Surrey Steps Up: Launch Event as generally described in this report. 
 
 
 
Laurie Cavan      Vivienne Wilke, CGA 
General Manager     General Manager 
Parks, Recreation and Culture    Finance and Technology 
 
Attachment: 
Appendix “A”: Corporate Report No. F046:2013 titled “Surrey Steps Up: Youth Engagement 

Campaign” 
Appendix “B”:  Status of the Council Initiatives Fund 
 
j:\park-rec\wpcentre\corprpts\2014\2014 surrey steps up $5,000 guest speaker.docx 
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Appendix B 

 

2014 FINANCIAL PLAN  
COUNCIL INITIATIVES  

Schedule A

Allocation

Description Amount to date Remaining

Carried Forward from Prior Year 103,026$       103,026.00

2014 Approved Budget 250,000 353,026$      

City of Bhangra Festival (Year 3 of 3) 15,000

Break the Silence on Violence against Women   (year 2 of 2) 5,000

My Neighbourhood, My futures Initiative (year 2 of 5) 40,000

Surrey Steps Up: Youth Engagement Guest Speaker 5,000

 Allocations for 2014 65,000$             288,026$       


