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SUBJECT: Bid to Host a Creative City Summit 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Parks, Recreation and Culture Department and Finance and Technology Department 
recommend that Council authorize staff to submit a bid to the Creative City Network of Canada to 
host a Creative City Summit in Surrey all as generally described in this report. 
 
INTENT 
 
The purpose of this report is to provide information in relation to a call for expressions of interest 
from the Creative City Network of Canada (CCNC) that outlines opportunities to host a future 
Creative City Summit.  A copy of the “Application to Host a Creative City Summit 2015 – 2018” is 
attached to this report as Appendix “A”.  The report is seeking Council approval to submit an 
application in response to this call. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Department of Canadian Heritage reported the total Culture Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in 
Canada for 2009 was $49.9 billion including $25.5 billion for cultural industries, $13.9 billion for arts 
and $1.5 billion for heritage.  Federal government officials also report that arts and culture represent 
over 630,000 jobs in the Canadian economy and that this amount is larger than Canada’s insurance 
and forestry industries combined.  The Creative City Network of Canada in their “Making the Case” 
report indicates that municipalities that adopt culture as an industry have gained positive economic 
benefits for their communities.  Cultural industries create jobs, turn ordinary cities into 
“destination cities”, create interconnections between arts and business, revitalize urban areas, 
attract skilled workers and create spin-off businesses. 
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In May, 2012 Council adopted the Surrey Cultural Plan: Enhancing Urbanization through Arts and 
Heritage (the “Cultural Plan”) and the Surrey Public Art Plan 2012 – 2016 (the “Public Art Plan”).  
The vision in the Cultural Plan states that the City will “mobilize Surrey’s arts and heritage 
resources, to enhance urbanization to achieve a dynamic, sustainable and socially cohesive City 
with an enviable quality of life.” 
 
Surrey is a vibrant and culturally rich community with a strong history of hosting successful 
cultural events including the annual Surrey Festival of Dance, the Surrey International Writer’s 
Festival, the Surrey International Children’s Festival, the Fusion Festival and the British Columbia 
Festival of the Arts (2002).  Surrey has been recognized nationally as a Cultural Capital of Canada 
(2008) and the resulting program produced a rich legacy of public art and the award winning 
Fusion Festival. 
 
The City has been able to showcase its ability to work with community partners in hosting major 
cultural events with a view to attracting new events of a similar stature in the future. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The Creative City Network of Canada (CCNC) was incorporated in 2002 as a national non-profit 
organization that operates as a knowledge-sharing, research, public education and professional 
development resource in the field of local government cultural policy, planning and practice.  
Through its work, the Creative City Network of Canada helps build the capacity of municipal 
professionals and by extension local governments to nurture and support cultural development in 
the communities across Canada.  The members of the Creative City Network of Canada are over 100 
municipalities and local governments that represent over 16 million Canadians.  Recently the CCNC 
has expanded its membership categories to include students, related industry colleagues and not-
for-profit cultural organizations. 
 
In September 2013, the CCNC released a call for expressions of interest to host the Creative City 
Summit in each of the years 2015, 2016, 2017 and 2018, respectively.  The application package 
describes a two stage process.  The first stage of the process is the submission of a Letter of Intent to 
host the Summit.  A Letter of Intent (LOI) is intended to demonstrate the prospective host 
community’s capacity to host a successful Summit, including a description of how hosting a 
Summit would benefit the host community and outlining the special cultural features that the host 
community would like to highlight during the Summit.  Those submitting Letters of Intent will be 
evaluated and a short list of applicants will be selected by the CCNC.  Those on the shortlist will be 
notified by November 25, 2013 and asked to submit a full bid package by January 16, 2014.  Staff has 
already submitted an LOI to the CCNC. 
 
If Surrey is invited to submit a full bid proposal, a Bid Task Force will be formed including staff 
representatives from Arts, Heritage, Parks, Recreation and Marketing and representatives from the 
Arts Council of Surrey, Surrey Tourism and the Business sector. 
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To advance a successful bid, staff is proposing that the City offer to host the Summit in any of 2015, 
2016, 2017 or 2018.  As part of the bid, the City will need to commit $25,000 in funding.  This amount 
will cover the facility rental costs and related staffing costs for a 3-day event, a welcome reception 
for delegates and local dignitaries, artist animation fees, study tour transportation costs and other 
costs associated with hosting such an event. 
 
If Surrey is successful in its bid, CCNC will form a Summit Organizing Committee from within their 
membership to work in collaboration with City staff and community partners in planning and 
implementing the Summit.  The $25,000 financial commitment to the Summit will be included in 
the City’s annual operating budget of the year prior to the Summit. 
 
The bid proposal was endorsed by the Culture Development Advisory Committee at the October 15, 
2013 meeting. 
 
SUSTAINABILITY CONSIDERATIONS 
 
Surrey’s Sustainability Charter states: 
 
“Surrey has a network of widely accessible community health and social services, parks, recreation, 
library and cultural opportunities that promote wellness and active living.  The City embraces its 
cultural diversity and promotes tolerance, social connections and a sense of belonging.” 
 
The Charter further states: 
 
“Cultural activities are recognized as an important way for individuals to contribute to their 
communities.  Culture is an essential tool in understanding the values, shared meanings and goals of 
residents in a community.  Wide, inclusive participation in cultural activities contributes to 
community vitality and supports sustainability.” 
 
The hosting of a nationally significant event such as the Creative City Summit will assist in 
achieving the socio-cultural and economic objectives in the City’s Sustainability Charter through: 
 

• the support and encouragement of community economic development; (Scope Action Item 
EC2); 

• the introduction of celebratory programs, exhibitions and events of our multicultural 
heritage and traditional arts (SC4: Cultural Awareness in the Community); 

• the encouragement of citizen engagement with City planning activities to build community 
capacity (SC5: Plan for the Social Well Being of Surrey Residents); 

• support for local service organizations in the non-profit (arts) sector by actions that are 
within the City’s mandated responsibilities (SC6: Accessible and Appropriately located 
Services within the City); 

• promotion of arts and heritage in Surrey (SC4: Cultural Awareness in the Community and 
SC8: Municipal Outreach, Public Education and Awareness); 
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• education and awareness building initiatives that encourage all sectors of the City to assist 

in building sustainable cultural components in Surrey (SC8: Municipal Outreach, Public 
Education and Awareness); and 

• encouraging and facilitating volunteerism and participation in community activities (SC12). 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Based on the above discussion, it is recommended that Council authorize staff to submit a bid to 
the Creative City Network of Canada to host a Creative City Summit in Surrey all as generally 
described in this report. 
 
 
 
 
Laurie Cavan      Vivienne Wilke, CGA 
General Manager     General Manager 
Parks, Recreation and Culture    Finance and Technology 
 
Appendix “A” – “Application to Host a Creative City Summit 2015 – 2018” 
 
j:\park-rec\wpcentre\corprpts\2013\creative city summit bid to host.docx 
DCV 10/24/13 2:55 PM 
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