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SUBJECT: Public Special Occasion License Request - Beach House Theatre Society 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Parks, Recreation and Culture Department and the Legislative Services Division recommend 
that Council approve the issuance of a Public Special Occasion License to the Beach House 
Theatre Society for the evenings of August 14 through August 18, 2013 inclusive in support of the 
Society’s presentation of Shakespeare’s “Twelfth Night” at Blackie Spit Park all as generally 
described in this report. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Under Provincial liquor regulations, City Council is authorized to grant a Public Special Occasion 
License for community or public celebrations.  Such a license allows for the sale and consumption 
of alcoholic beverages during the celebration subject to certain conditions.  
 
The Beach House Theatre Society (“the Society”) presents theatre productions at Blackie Spit Park 
at Crescent Beach during the summer months.  The Society presents professional live theatre to 
entertain, inspire and educate the local community in a unique location.  The Society also offers 
educational and mentorship opportunities for youth who wish to gain experience in the 
performing arts. 
 
In 2012, the Society presented Shakespeare’s “A Midsummer Night’s Dream” during the evenings 
of August 15th through August 19th.  The production was staged within a 280-seat theatre tent.  The 
production was very popular with all shows being sold out.  The production received rave reviews 
from the community. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The Society is proposing to hold a similar event at Blackie Spit Park in 2013 by presenting 
Shakespeare’s “Twelfth Night” between August 14th and August 18th.  They will be using a similar 
theatre tent to the one that was used last year.  This year the Society would like to add a food & 
beverage tent to their event, which will be operated by Chef John Kavanagh, a local restaurant 
owner.  The Society has requested that the City approve a licence to allow for the sale of wine and 
beer to patrons at the event.  The Society’s request is contained in a letter dated June 18, 2013, a 
copy of which is attached to this report as Appendix 1. 
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The food and beverage area within which the beer and wine will be sold will be secured.  The 
catered food tent will allow patrons an opportunity to enjoy a small meal and a beverage before 
the show and during intermissions. 
 
The Beach House Theatre is working with Surrey’s Festival and Support Team (FEST) in the 
planning of the 2013 event.  It is anticipated that up to 280 people will attend each presentation.   
 
Staff is satisfied that that the issuance of a Public Special Occasion License to the Society is 
reasonable.  The Society will be responsible for meeting all the requirements and stipulations of 
the RCMP, the BC Liquor Board and the City.  The RCMP and City staff will monitor the 
operation of the licensed area to ensure that it is operated in accordance with the requirements of 
the various authorities. 
 
SUSTAINABILITY CONSIDERATIONS 
 
The theatre presentation that is being planned by the Society will assist in meeting the following 
goals of the City’s Sustainability Charter:  

• Socio-Cultural Goal 12, being to establish a range of local cultural and entertainment 
opportunities throughout the City; and 

• Socio-Cultural Goal 13, being to promote a variety of opportunities for community 
celebration and gatherings through local and City-wide events and festivals. 

 
CONCLUSION 
 
Based on the above discussion, the Parks, Recreation and Culture Department and the Legislative 
Services Division recommend that Council approve the issuance of a Public Special Occasion 
License to the Beach House Theatre Society for the evenings of August 14 through August 18, 2013 
inclusive in support of the Society’s presentation of Shakespeare’s “Twelfth Night” at Blackie Spit 
Park all as generally described in this report. 
 
 
 
 
Laurie Cavan        Jane Sullivan 
General Manager,       City Clerk 
Parks, Recreation and Culture 
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Appendix 1 – Letter, dated June 18, 2013, from the Beach House Theatre Society 
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Appendix 1 – Letter from the Society 
 

 


