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RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Parks, Recreation and Culture Department and Finance and Technology Department 
recommend that Finance Committee recommend that Council approve the submission of a bid to 
host a Swimming Canada national event or events in years 2017 and/or 2018 all as generally 
described in this report.  
 
INTENT 
 
The purpose of this report is to provide information in relation to correspondence received in 
August 2013 from the Canadian Sport Tourism Alliance that outlined opportunities to host 
Swimming Canada national swimming events.  A copy of the correspondence is attached to this 
report as Appendix A and is titled “Request for Bids Swimming Canada National Events 2015-2018”.  
The report also seeks approval to submit a proposal in response to this Request. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Sport tourism is a $3.6 billion per year segment of Canada’s tourism industry and is Canada’s fastest 
growing tourism segment.  It is recognized as a stabilizing force within the $78 billion Canadian 
tourism industry. 
 
In February 2013, the City launched a new Sport Tourism Strategy designed to advance the City as a 
leader in the industry and a premier destination for regional and international sporting events. 
 
Surrey has hosted many sports events over the years including provincial, national and 
international events.  As an example in 2012, the City was the host to the BC Summer Games.  These 
Games allowed the City to showcase its ability to host a major sporting event with a view to 
attracting additional events of a similar stature in the future. 
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Under the Build Surrey Program, construction is underway on two 50-metre pools in Surrey; one in 
the Guildford Town Centre with an expected completion in the fall of 2014 and one in the 
Grandview Heights community of South Surrey with an expected completion in 2015.  These 
facilities will both be capable of hosting high calibre national swimming events.  Such events are 
consistent with the Surrey Sport Tourism Strategy and would benefit the local economy. 
 
Based on the facility requirements for the subject Swimming Canada National competitions staff 
has identified two events that would be a good fit for Surrey’s 50m pools.   These are: 
 

• The 2017 or 2018 Canada Cup:  This is a 3-day meet that features the best Canadian 
swimmers along with a strong international field.  Plans are underway by Swimming Canada 
to televise a component of each meet. 

• The 2017 or 2018 Swimming Canada Summer Nationals:  This week-long annual event is 
a selection meet for Canada’s participation in various international competitions.  This 
prestigious event includes over 500 swimmers and coaches. 

 
DISCUSSION 
 
Swimming Canada has asked for interested cities to submit an Expression of Interest by August 31st, 
2013 regarding their intention to submit a full proposal (bid) to Swimming Canada by September 
30th, 2013.  Such an expression of interest was submitted. 
 
Parks, Recreation & Culture Department staff will work with Tourism Surrey and the Surrey Sport 
Tourism Manager, Mike Fox, to assemble the bid submission. 
 
Swimming Canada has advised that a panel will review bids that are received and make final 
decisions by October 31, 2013.  Bids will be evaluated on the quality of the event venue, the support 
infrastructure that is available, local expertise and experience and on factors such as:  
 

• Financial assistance being offered for the event (or group of events);  
• Offered reduction in event costs, especially pool facility rental charges;  
• Transportation services (such as buses being provided from hotels to pools); 
• Travel allowances for pre-event site inspections by Swimming Canada staff; and  
• Value-added items – such as hosting a Welcome Reception, tickets to attractions, etc. 

 
To advance a successful bid, staff is recommending that the City of Surrey offer the following levels 
of financial commitment: 
 

• 2017 or 2018 Canada Cup  $25,000 from Council Initiative Fund 
(This amount is roughly equivalent to the facility 
rental costs for a 3-day event and other incremental 
facility costs associated with hosting such an event 
such as meeting rooms, lifeguarding, etc.) 
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• 2017 or 2018 Summer Nationals $40,000 from Council Initiative Fund 

(This amount is roughly equivalent to the facility 
rental costs for a 7-day event and other incremental 
facility costs associated with hosting such an event 
such as meeting rooms, lifeguarding, etc.) 

 
If Surrey is successful in being selected to host one of the above-referenced events, Swimming 
Canada will form a Local Organizing Committee with their Provincial sections and the local swim 
club(s).  The related financial commitment to the event will be included in the annual budget in the 
year prior to the event to allow for effective planning for the event. 
 
Swim BC has been contacted with respect to the City’s intention to submit a proposal and will 
provide a letter of support for the City’s proposal to Swimming Canada.  This is a requirement of 
Swimming Canada’s bid process. 
 
As information, the City has provided financial support to various sporting competitions to assist in 
offsetting facility costs associated with such competitions.  These have included: 
 

Surrey Minor Hockey Provincial Championships   $ 3,000 
Canadian Youth Chess Tournament     $ 1,000 
2011 Canadian Boys Golf Championship    $10,000 
Hargobind International Wrestling Championship   $11,000 
Canada Cup Field Hockey Tournament    $ 2,500 
Optimist International U-18 Curling Championships    $ 3,200 
Under BC OPEN Water Polo Tournament    $5,000 

 
SUSTAINABILITY CONSIDERATIONS 
 
The recommendations of this report are consistent with the objectives of the City’s Sustainability 
Charter; more particularly, the following action items of the Charter: 
 

EC2:  The City will support and encourage community economic development; 
 
SC6 – The City will support the equitable distribution of services and amenities for Surrey 
residents by providing support for local service organizations, whether governmental or in 
the non-profit sector for actions that are within the City’s mandated responsibilities; and 
 
SC12: - The City will encourage and facilitate volunteerism and participation in community 
activities. 
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CONCLUSION 
 
Based on the above discussion, it is recommended that Finance recommend that Council approve 
the submission of a bid to host a Swimming Canada national event or events in years 2017 and/or 
2018 all as generally described in this report.  
 
 
 
Laurie Cavan      Vivienne Wilke, CGA 
General Manager     General Manager 
Parks, Recreation and Culture    Finance and Technology 
 
Appendix A – Request for Bids – Swimming Canada National Events 2015-2018 
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