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RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Finance & Technology Department recommends that the Finance Committee recommend 
that Council approve from the Council Initiatives Fund a sponsorship amount of $5000 for 
Comedy Courage’s 8th Annual Gala Reception & Showcase as generally described in this report. 

BACKGROUND 
 

On November 28, 2012, the Finance Committee considered a report related to the 2013 City 
Grants, which included reference to a request for funding from Comedy Courage Society for their 
2013 Gala Reception and Showcase.  A grant was not recommended at that time in relation to the 
request.  Comedy Courage has requested reconsideration of their application for funding. 

DISCUSSION 
 
Comedy Courage Society offers a program designed to assist people who a mental health 
diagnosis by teaching them about comedy.  Participants learn how to write a comedy routine 
about the challenges of having a mental health diagnosis and then perform their routine at an 
annual Gala Reception & Showcase, which in 2013 will take place on May 1st at the Surrey Arts 
Centre.  After the Gala, participants normally go on to perform their routines at comedy clubs, 
public events, conferences, treatment centres and other functions throughout the remainder of 
the year. 
 
The goal of Comedy Courage is to help reduce the public stigma related to a mental health 
diagnoses, demonstrate to the public the capabilities of people with mental health diagnoses, 
build confidence and self-esteem for those with mental health diagnoses and provide positive role 
models in the mental health community.  Comedy Courage has requested financial support from 
the City of $10,000 for their Gala event.  The Grants Evaluation Committee reviewed this request 
and found that it did not meet the One-time Grant eligibility criteria as the event is a fundraiser 
with $15 from each Gala ticket going to the Surrey Homelessness & Housing Society. 
 
Comedy Courage Society has requested reconsideration of its application and has provided a 
complete package of information for staff review.  A copy of the information provided by the 
Society related to the event is attached to this report as Appendix “A”. 
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While the request does not meet the eligibility criteria for a One-time Grant, in view of the merits 
of the Gala and the related program and the fact that the event net revenues are directed to the 
Surrey Homelessness and Housing Society, staff recommends that Council support the Gala event 
by way of a sponsorship contribution of $5,000 taken from the Council Initiatives Fund.  Based on 
such a sponsorship contribution, Comedy Courage will provide the City with 4 tickets to the Gala 
Reception, include the City of Surrey logo on the Gala program and website and will include 
advertising opportunities for the City of Surrey in the Gala program. 
 
Status of the Council Initiatives Fund: 
 
Appendix “B” attached to this report documents the status of the Council Initiatives Fund on an 
assumption that Council will approve the recommendation of this report. 
 
 
 
 
Vivienne Wilke, CGA 
General Manager,  
Finance & Technology 
 
Attachments: 
Appendix A:  Comedy Courage Sponsorship Package 
Appendix B:  Status of the Council Initiatives Fund 
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