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RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Parks, Recreation and Culture Department and the Finance and Technology Department 
recommend that the Finance Committee recommend that Council approve financial support to 
the BC Water Polo Association (“BCWPA”) in the amount of $5,000 from the Council Initiatives 
Fund to assist with offsetting the facility costs associated with the hosting of the 2013 Women’s 18 
and Under and 16 and Under BC OPEN Water Polo Tournament at the Surrey Sport and Leisure 
Centre on January 25th through 27th, 2013, all as generally described in this report. 
 
INTENT 
 
The purpose of this report is to seek approval for financial support for the BCWPA related to 
hosting the Women’s Under 18 and Under 16 BC Open Water Polo Tournament at the Surrey 
Sport and Leisure Centre from January 25th to January 27th, 2013. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The BC Water Polo Association and its members are hosting at the Surrey Sport and Leisure 
Complex one of the premier water polo events in Canada in 2013, that being the Women’s Under 
18 and under 16 BC OPEN Water Polo Tournament.  The tournament is being held from January 
25th to January 28th, 2013. 
 
This event will showcase water polo athletes from across Canada and the USA and potentially 
Europe.  The will be 14 to 16 teams competing involving 200 athletes. 
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DISCUSSION 
 
Based on the projected number of athletes, family members, coaches and officials, it is estimated 
that the event will bring almost 1,000 people to Surrey during the tournament.  Tourism BC 
estimates that such an event of this nature will generate about $200 of economic activity per 
visitor per day in the local econ0my.  As such, this event could generate upwards of $600,000 of 
local economic activity. 
 
The BCWPA is also proposing to leave a community legacy in Surrey following the event.  In this 
regard, the tournament organizers are proposing to equip the Surrey Sport and Leisure Complex 
(“SSLC”) pool with equipment associated with marking in the pool a regulation water polo field of 
play and will provide other equipment needed in support of water polo at the SSLC.  This will also 
assist in attracting other water polo events to the SSLC in the future. 
 
The BCWPA has requested that the City provide financial support in the amount of $5,000, which 
will assist in offsetting the facility costs related to the tournament.  The budget for the event is 
documented in a letter, dated January 2, 2013, from the BC Water Polo Association, a copy of 
which is attached as Appendix “A” to this report. 
 
The following is a list of events that have been held in Surrey over the last few years for which 
Council has provided financial support through the Council Initiatives Fund: 
 

Surrey Minor Hockey Provincial Championships   $ 3,000 
Canadian Youth Chess Tournament     $ 1,000 
2011 Canadian Boys Golf Championship    $10,000 
Hargobind International Wrestling Championship   $11,000 
Canada Cup Field Hockey Tournament    $ 2,500 
Optimist International U-18 Curling Championships    $ 3,200 

 
Encouraging the hosting of tournaments such as the subject tournament will assist in developing 
Surrey’s image as a destination of choice for sporting events, which is consistent with the Ahead 
of the Game Strategy that was developed in partnership by the Surrey Tourism and the City of 
Surrey. 
 
Status of the Council Initiatives Fund: 
 
Appendix “B” provides a status overview of funding in the Council Initiatives Fund on the 
assumption that Council will approve the recommendation of this report. 
 
SUSTAINABILITY CONSIDERATIONS 
 
Having the 2013 Women’s 18 and Under and 16 and Under BC OPEN Water Polo Tournament held 
in Surrey will assist in achieving the objectives of the City’s Sustainability Charter; more 
particularly, action item SC12: “Encourage and facilitate volunteerism and participation in 
community activities by persons of all ages, abilities and cultural communities.” 
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CONCLUSION 
 
Based on the above discussion, it is recommended that the Finance Committee recommend that 
Council approve financial support to the BC Water Polo Association (“BCWPA”) in the amount of 
$5,000 from the Council Initiatives Fund to assist with offsetting the facility costs associated with 
the hosting of the 2013 Women’s 18 and Under and 16 and Under BC OPEN Water Polo 
Tournament at the Surrey Sport and Leisure Centre on January 25th through 27th, 2013. 
 
 
 
 
Laurie Cavan      Vivienne Wilke, CGA 
General Manager     General Manager 
Parks, Recreation and Culture    Finance and Technology 
 
Appendix “A” – Correspondence, dated January 2, 2013, from the BC Water Polo Association 
Appendix “B" – Status of the Council Initiatives Fund 
 
 
j:\park-rec\wpcentre\corprpts\2013\bc water polo women's open.docx 

  



- 4 - 

Appendix “A” 
Correspondence from the BC Water Polo Association 
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Appendix “B” 
Status of the Council Initiatives Fund 

 
 

 

2013 FINANCIAL PLAN  
COUNCIL INITIATIVES  

Schedule B

Allocation

Description Amount to date Remaining

2013 Approved Budget 250,000 569,991$   

2013 Women's BC OPEN Water Polo Tournament 5,000

 Allocations for 2013 5,000$               564,991$    




