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REGULAR COUNCIL 
 
TO: Mayor & Council DATE: September 4, 2012  
 
FROM: General Manager, Parks, Recreation & Culture 

General Manager, Finance & Technology 
FILE: 1850-01 

 
SUBJECT: Revision to the Community Enhancement Partnership Grant Program (CEPP)  
 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Parks, Recreation & Culture Department and the Finance & Technology Department 
recommend with respect to the Community Enhancement Partnership Program (CEPP) that 
Council approve a change as described in this report to the CEPP guidelines to remove the 
restriction related to grants to “religious organizations”. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
In January 2010 Council adopted the Community Enhancement Partnership Program (CEPP), 
which provides financial support to individuals and groups for projects focused on community 
engagement and neighbourhood beautification.  Under the CEPP, residents and community 
groups may apply to the City for a grant under either of two separate categories; these being: 
 

 Small Project Grants - to support in planning, organizing and implementing projects 
intended to directly improve the physical aesthetic appeal of a neighbourhood; and 

 

 Activity and Celebration Grants - to support projects that build 
community/neighbourhood relationships through celebration and activity. 

 
The current CEPP Guidelines are attached as Appendix A.  The CEPP has an annual budget of 
$25,000. 
 
This program has been advertised to the community through stakeholder mail-outs, newspaper 
ads, press releases, promotional posters at civic facilities and on the City’s website.  A Grant 
Selections Committee has been established with representatives from various City Departments 
that is responsible for assessing grant applications and making recommendations on the award of 
grants to Council.  To date, twenty-nine (29) CEPP grants have been recommended to and 
approved by City Council. 
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DISCUSSION 
 
Grant Requests by Religious Groups 
 
Currently, the CEPP grant criteria stipulate that grants will not be awarded to/for: 
 

 religious organizations, 

 government agencies, 

 political or partisan groups, 

 formal business associations, 

 universities, 

 exclusive clubs or associations, 

 newspapers; and/or 

 non-Surrey-based organizations. 
 

Staff has received requests from religious groups who are interested in assisting to beautify the 
local community through boulevard plantings and other community projects.  The projects as 
described meet the remaining criteria for a grant under the CEPP program including: 
 

 Encourage neighbourhood participation without discrimination with a focus on 
“beautifying and celebrating Surrey”; 

 Generate a public benefit in an inclusive and cooperative manner; 

 Involve members of the community in the project; 

 Commit to overseeing the project and any resulting maintenance; and 

 Have broad neighbourhood support. 
 
Staff views the prohibition on religious organizations as being overly restrictive and recommend 
that this restriction with respect to religious organizations be removed from the guidelines. 
 
SUSTAINABILITY CONSIDERATIONS- 
 
The CEPP program assists in achieving the objectives of the City’s Sustainability Charter; more 
particularly, Charter Goal SC5: Plan for the Social Well Being of Surrey Residents through 
encouraging City beautification, in building civic pride and in creating social connections 
between residents. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Based on the above discussion, it is recommended that Council approve a change as described in 
this report to the CEPP Program guidelines to remove the restriction related to grants to 
“religious organizations”. 
 
 
 
Laurie Cavan     Vivienne Wilke, CGA 
General Manager    General Manager  
Parks, Recreation & Culture   Finance & Technology 

 
Appendix “A”:  Community Enhancement Partnership Program Overview and Guidelines 
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AP P E N D I X  “A”-  CU RR E N T  GR A N T  IN F OR M A T I ON  
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