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TO: Mayor & Council DATE: March 27, 2012 
 
FROM: General Manager, Parks, Recreation 

and Culture 
FILE: 8200-20/B 

 
SUBJECT: Update on Preparations for the 2012 BC Summer Games 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Parks and Recreation and Culture Department recommends that Council receive this report 
as information. 
 
INTENT 
 
The purpose of this report is to provide information about the status of preparations in relation to 
the City hosting the 2012 BC Summer Games, which are to take place between July 19th and July 
22nd, 2012. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The BC Summer Games is a multi-sport event held every 2 years.  The 2012 event is expected to 
involve approximately 3,000 athletes, 600 coaches and 375 officials.  In addition, approximately 
4,000 volunteers will be involved in staging the Games.  The City of Surrey was selected to host 
the 2012 Summer Games through a competitive bid process. 

DISCUSSION 

Board of Directors 

During the spring of 2011, an independent Society was formed for the purpose of overseeing the 
preparations for the Surrey Summer Games and a Board of Directors was endorsed by Council.  
The Board is headed by President, Mr. Bill McNamara and Co- Chair, Councillor Linda Hepner.  
There are 14 Directors on the Board including Councillor Bruce Hayne who is responsible for the 
portfolio titled “Friends of the Games”.  Corporate Report No. R227;2011, attached as Appendix 1 to 
this report, lists the Directors on the Board and the sub-Committee for which each Director is 
responsible. 
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Games Office & Staff 

A 2012 BC Summer Games office has been established at 7452 – 132 Street, having been opened in 
January 2012.  The office accommodates the Operations Manager for the Games (Diana Klingner) 
and other administrative staff and will also serve as the Volunteer Headquarters for the Games. 

Friends of the Games 

The Friends of the Games (FOG) is the title of the fund-raising effort for the 2012 Games.  It has 
been very successful to date in raising funds and in-kind contributions with further efforts in this 
regard continuing.  Coast Capital Savings has agreed to be a major Corporate Partner for the 
Games. 

Promotions 

The City of Surrey Marketing Section is working closely with the BC Games Promotions 
Directorate in developing a Marketing Plan for the Games.  The Marketing Plan will include the 
use of: 

 Social media via the City website, Twitter, and Facebook pages; 

 Electronic Billboards; 

 Transit Shelter posters; 

 Street banners; 

 Posters in Community Recreation Facilities; and 

 Interactive displays at all major City events including Party for the Planet and Canada Day. 

The Plan will also include a media and communications strategy for implementation during the 
Games to maximize the exposure that the City achieves through the Games. 

Games Awareness Event - Guildford Town Centre 

On Saturday, February 18th, 2012, the Surrey Games Board of Directors held a community 
awareness event at Guildford Town Centre, which was focused on raising awareness related to 
volunteer opportunities associated with the Games.  That event resulted in a noticeable increase 
in volunteer registrations on the BC Games website.  The event also resulted in local media print 
and web stories regarding the upcoming Games. 

2012 Vernon BC Winter Games 

The Games Board of Directors and a couple of City staff attended the BC Winter Games that were 
held in Vernon from February 23rd to 26th, 2012.  The Board and staff were able to observe first-
hand the organization that was involved in the running of that event.  Staff met with their 
counterparts in Vernon to discuss issues and opportunities associated with the Games.  Staff of 
the City of Vernon was very open in discussing the challenges or issues that they faced in 
preparing for the Games. 
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Torch Lighting Ceremony/100 day Countdown – Bear Creek Park – April 19th, 2012 

The Ceremonies Directorate is planning a Torch Lighting Ceremony that will include a torch relay 
around the Bear Creek Park track.  A reception for invited guests will follow the ceremony, which 
will be held in the Studio Theatre at the Surrey Art Centre. 

Accreditation Centre 

The Accreditation Centre will be located at the Cloverdale Arena.  The Registration & Results 
Directorate is responsible for planning and implementing the Accreditation Centre.  The Centre is 
the first stop for athletes who are participating in the Summer Games.  The athletes register at 
this Centre and are then transported to their accommodations. 

Opening Ceremonies – Holland Park – July 19th  

The Ceremonies Directorate is busy planning the Opening Ceremonies that will take place at 
Holland Park on Thursday, July 19, 2012.  The Opening Ceremonies are a highlight of the Games.  
Athletes from all eight regions of the Province will march into Holland Park to open the Games.  
The Opening Ceremonies will use infrastructure that will be in place for the Fusion Festival that 
will be taking place in Holland Park on July 21st and 22nd, 2012.  The Opening Ceremonies will 
include youth dance teams, such as Bhangra dancers, and presentations by other cultural groups. 

Provincial Government Reception – July 19th  

Immediately following the Opening Ceremonies at Holland Park, there will be Provincial 
Government reception hosted by the BC Summer Games Society that will include representation 
from the Province, City Council and those that are sponsors of the Games. 

Civic Luncheon – July 20th  

A civic luncheon event at the Sheraton Guildford Hotel is being planned for the second day of the 
Games to honour the City’s commitment to the Games. 

Participating Sports & Venues 

The Games will involve 20 different sports.  The venues for each of these sports have been booked 
to accommodate the competitions.  The Provincial sport organizations responsible for each of the 
various sports toured the facilities on Saturday, November 5, 2011 to confirm that each such venue 
was appropriate for the related competition.  A second venue tour has been scheduled for April 
14th and 15th, 2012.  This second tour is a final opportunity for the Provincial Sport Associations to 
provide input. 
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Food Services 

The Coverall Building at the Cloverdale Fairgrounds will be the main dining area for athletes and 
coaches during the Games.  Additional tents will be set up on the Fairgrounds to expand the 
seating area to accommodate the number of people that will need to be fed.  A kitchen area will 
be established in the covered area behind the Agriplex.  Box lunches will be packaged at Lord 
Tweedsmuir Secondary School and will be transported to each of the sport venues for certain 
meals during the Games. 

In advance of the Opening Ceremonies, participants will be provided with dinner at Holland Park.  
Food Services is working closely with the Fraser Health Authority to ensure health standards are 
fully satisfied with respect to in all aspects of food service during the Games. 

Transportation 

Transportation for the Games is a complex task given the geographical separation of the various 
venues for Games events.  Planning for this element of the Games is well underway by the 
Transportation Directorate. 

Accommodation 

Fourteen (14) schools have been identified for use as dormitories by athletes, coaches and officials 
involved in the Games.  These schools are listed in Appendix 2 of this report. 

Special Events 

The Special Events Directorate has identified the Newton Recreation Complex as the location for 
the holding of two dances that are being organized for the athletes during the Games.  The North 
Surrey Recreation Centre has been identified as the location where athletes and coaches will 
muster at the conclusion of the Games to meet and socialize and will allow the athletes and 
coaches to attend the Fusion Festival, which will be taking place at Holland Park at the same 
time. 

SUSTAINABILITY CONSIDERATIONS 
 
The hosting of the 2012 BC Summer Games will assist in achieving the goals of the City’s 
Sustainability Charter; more particularly the following: 
 

 SC 6 – “Providing support for local service organizations, whether government or the non-
profit sector for actions that are within the City's mandated responsibilities”; 

 SC 12 – “Encouraging and facilitating volunteerism and participation in community 
activities by persons of all ages, abilities, and cultural communities.”; and 

 SC13 – “Promoting a variety of opportunities for community celebration and gathering 
through local and city-wide events and festivals…” 
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CONCLUSION 

The BC Summer Games is one of the City’s largest community engagement opportunities in the 
2012 calendar.  This event will build community pride and capacity in alignment with the City’s 
“Ahead of the Game” Sport Tourism Strategy.  By hosting the 2012 BC Summer Games the City will 
be in a better position to bid on larger multi-sport games in the future.  Planning for hosting the 
2012 BC Summer Games is well underway.  The City, in association with the 2012 BC Summer 
Games Society, is working closely with the Surrey School District and other community and 
corporate partners to deliver the most successful BC Summer Games to date! 

 

 
 
Laurie Cavan 
General Manager 
Parks, Recreation & Culture 
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Appendix 1: Corporate Report No. R227:2011 titled “Surrey 2012 BC Summer Games – Update” 
Appendix 2: Athlete Accommodation Sites by Sport 
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