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RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Parks, Recreation & Culture Department and the Finance & Technology Department 
recommend that the Finance Committee recommend that Council approve a grant under the 
Community Enhancement Partnership Program (CEPP) in the amount of $1000 to the Royal 
Heights Park Group to support the Royal Heights Fall Fest as described in this report. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
In January 2010 Council adopted the Community Enhancement Partnership Program (CEPP), 
which is intended to provide financial support for projects focused on community engagement 
and neighbourhood beautification.  Under the CEPP residents and community groups may apply 
to the City for a grant under either of two separate categories; these being:  
 

 Small Project Grants - to support in planning, organizing and implementing projects 
intended to directly improve the physical aesthetic appeal of a neighbourhood; or  

 

 Partnership Grants - to support projects that build community relationships through 
celebration and activity.  

 
The CEPP Guidelines are attached as Appendix A.  The CEPP has an annual budget of $25,000. 
 
The community has been notified of this program through stakeholder mail-outs, newspaper ads, 
press releases, promotional posters at civic facilities and on the City’s website.  A Grant Evaluation 
Committee has been established with representatives from various City Departments and is 
responsible for evaluating applications that are received under the Program.  To date twenty-nine 
(29) CEPP grants have been approved by Council. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Royal Heights Fall Fest 
 
The Royal Heights Parks Group (RHPG) has applied for a Partnership Grant to support a 
community celebration at Royal Heights Park.  The celebration called “Royal Heights Fall Fest” is 
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scheduled to be held on Saturday, October 13, 2012 at Royal Heights Park.  The celebration is 
intended to encourage connections between new and long-term residents.  The celebration will 
be family-oriented with food and activities for all age groups.  The event will be supported by 
“Partners in Parks” with a litter pick activity to encourage neighbours to be involved in 
neighbourhood beautification. 
 
The RHPG has requested a grant of $1000 in support of the celebration.  The funds will be used for 
purchasing food and beverages and renting equipment for children’s activities.  Organizers 
estimate that about 250 individuals will attend the event.  Volunteers are organizing the event 
and are donating barbeques and other equipment.  The Group intends to “celebrate diversity with 
food” by serving food the represents the various cultures within the community.  Donations for 
the Surrey Food Bank will also be collected at the event.  Organizers have estimated 190 hours of 
volunteer time to coordinate, set up and clean up the event at an estimated value of $2800.  There 
is also value in the litter pick efforts that will be performed by community volunteers. 
 
The event is consistent with the grant guidelines associated with CEPP.  As such, the Grant 
Evaluation Committee is recommending that a grant of $1000 be provided to the Royal Heights 
Parks Group for the subject event. 
 
Funding 
 
Appendix B provides information on the status of funding related to the Community 
Enhancement Partnership Program based on an assumption that Council will approve the 
recommendation of this report. 
 
SUSTAINABILITY CONSIDERATIONS 
 
The CEPP program assists in achieving the objectives of the City’s Sustainability Charter by 
encouraging social connections, volunteerism, civic pride and citizen engagement consistent with 
Charter scope action items SC6, SC7, SC8 and SC13. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Based on the above discussion, it is recommended that the Finance Committee recommend that 
Council approve a grant under the Community Enhancement Partnership Program (CEPP) in the 
amount of $1000 to the Royal Heights Park Group to support the Royal Heights Fall Fest as 
described in this report. 
 
 
 
Vivienne Wilke, CGA    Laurie Cavan      
General Manager    General Manager    
Finance & Technology    Parks, Recreation & Culture   
 
Appendix “A”:  CEPP Overview and Guidelines 
Appendix “B”:  Status of Community Enhancement Partnership Program Budget 
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