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FINANCE COMMITTEE 
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General Manager, Planning and Development 
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SUBJECT: Arts Space Expansion at the South Surrey Recreation Centre 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Planning and Development Department and Parks Recreation and Culture Department 
recommends that Council:  
 

1. Receive this report as information; and 
 

2. Approve in the 2013 component of the 2013-2017 Five Year Financial Plan the inclusion of 
an additional $850,000 for the arts space expansion project at the South Surrey Recreation 
Centre, which assumes a donation toward the project of $250,000 from the South 
Surrey/White Rock Arts Society (SSWRAS), and which will provide an overall budget for 
the project of $2,350,000. 
 

INTENT 
 
The purpose of this report is to provide information about the plans to expand the South Surrey 
Recreation Centre for the purposes of providing additional arts space in South Surrey and to 
obtain Council approval for a budget increase for the project. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
At its Regular Council meeting on October 17, 2011 Council approved the recommendations of 
Corporate Report #R198: 2011, titled Build Surrey Up-date – Surrey Museum Expansion and Arts 
Space in South Surrey.  A copy of the report is attached as Appendix 1.  The Capital budget 
includes $1.5 million in funding for an expansion to the South Surrey Recreation Centre to provide 
for new arts space. 
 
A Cultural Plan titled “Surrey Cultural Plan: Enhancing Urbanization through Arts and Heritage” 
was recently adopted by Council.  During the community consultation process related to the 
development of that Plan, an open house was held in South Surrey, which provided an 
opportunity for a variety of arts groups to articulate their views and vision for the development of 
the arts in South Surrey.  Staff convened a second meeting with the arts groups from South Surrey 
to further discuss the arts-based needs of South Surrey.  The groups in attendance included: 
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 Semiahmoo Arts; 

 South Surrey/White Rock Arts Society (SSWRAS); 

 Arts Umbrella; 

 Royal Canadian Theatre Company; and 

 Representatives related to a proposal for an Artist’s Run Centre. 
 
The Semiahmoo Potter’s Club was represented by the representatives of Semiahoo Arts and the 
SSWRAS. 
 
The group indicated a general preference for a purpose-built arts space located in the South 
Surrey Town Centre; however, given the available budget the participants unanimously supported 
the concept of constructing an addition to the South Surrey Recreation Centre as the first phase 
of arts space in South Surrey on an understanding that a full service arts facility would be 
developed in the Semiahmoo Town Centre within the next five years. 
 
The space priority for Semiahmoo Arts is to establish a base for their organization.  The new space 
at the South Surrey Recreation Centre would be their new base for the operation of their artist 
talks, film events, music nights, art exhibitions, etc.  Semiahmoo Arts has expressed an interest in 
operating the new arts spaces under an agreement similar to one the City has with the Arts 
Council of Surrey for the Newton Cultural Centre. 
 
The group also indicated that a pottery studio was a high priority. 
 
The SSWRAS is a well established organization of painters with one hundred and twenty (120) 
members.  The SSWRAS offers painting classes, art demonstrations and art exhibition events for 
their members and the general public.  Over the years their fundraising events have generated 
substantial proceeds which they have saved in a building fund.  Staff is currently negotiating a 
$250,000 donation from the SSWRAS toward the project with the plan for the arts space as 
articulated in this report having been developed assuming the SSWRAS donation will be made 
towards this project. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
In January 2012, Taylor Kurtz Architects and Interiors was retained by the City to lead design and 
construction of the South Surrey Recreation Centre arts space expansion project.  In March the 
architects held a series of focus group meetings and a public open house.  Based on input during 
those meetings and a more careful examination of the space requirements based on the 
experiences gained through the operation of the Surrey Arts Centre it has been determined that a 
floor area of 5,300 sq. ft. would be the appropriate scale of space to build to achieve maximum 
utility from the facility, which would include a pottery studio space, multi-purpose 
exhibition/rehearsal space and visual arts studio space.  The current budget (of $1,500,000) will 
allow for the construction of approximately 3,000 sq. ft. of floor area. 
 
An additional budget allocation of $850,000 is required to accommodate the expanded floor area 
requirement.  As mentioned above, the City is negotiating a $250,000 donation from the SSWRAS 
toward this additional requirement.  It is proposed that an additional $600,000 towards this 
project be included in the 2013 component of the 2013-2017 Five Year Financial Plan.  The Finance 
Department has advised that such an increase can be accommodated within that Plan. 
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SUSTAINABILITY CONSIDERATIONS 
 
Surrey’s Sustainability Charter states: 
 
“Surrey has a network of widely accessible community health and social services, parks, recreation, 
library and cultural opportunities that promote wellness and active living.  The City embraces its 
cultural diversity and promotes tolerance, social connections and a sense of belonging.” 
 
The Charter further states:  
 
“Cultural activities are recognized as an important way for individuals to contribute to their 
communities.  Culture is an essential tool in understanding the values, shared meanings and goals 
of residents in a community.  Wide, inclusive participation in cultural activities contributes to 
community vitality and supports sustainability.” 
 
The development of additional arts space in South Surrey will support the socio-cultural 
objectives in the City’s Sustainability Charter through: 
 

 the introduction of celebratory programs, exhibitions and events of our multicultural 
heritage and traditional arts (Scope Action SC4: Cultural Awareness in the Community); 

 the incorporation of Public Art in each of Surrey’s six Town Centres (SC4: Cultural 
Awareness in the Community); 

 initiatives that recognize the importance of digital technology to youth and new cultural 
practises (SC4: Cultural Awareness in the Community); 

 the encouragement of citizen engagement with City planning activities to build 
community capacity (SC5: Plan for the Social Well Being of Surrey Residents); 

 the provision of a range of accessible and affordable cultural services (Goal SC6: 
Accessible and Appropriately located Services within the City); 

 support for local service organizations, in the non-profit (arts) sector for actions that are  
within the City’s mandated responsibilities (Goal SC6: Accessible and Appropriately 
located Services within the City); 

 the development and operation of major arts and heritage facilities in central locations 
throughout the City (Goal SC 12: Equity in Social Infrastructure Investment); 

 promotion of arts and heritage in Surrey (SC4: Cultural Awareness in the Community  
and SC8: Municipal Outreach, Public Education and Awareness); and 

 education and awareness building initiatives that will encourage all sectors of the City to 
assist in building sustainable cultural components in Surrey (SC8: Municipal Outreach, 
Public Education and Awareness). 
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CONCLUSION 
 
Based on the above discussion, it is recommended that Council approve in the 2013 component of 
the 2013-2017 Five Year Financial Plan the inclusion of an additional $850,000 for the arts space 
expansion project at the South Surrey Recreation Centre, which assumes a donation toward the 
project of $250,000 from the South Surrey/White Rock Arts Society (SSWRAS), and which will 
provide an overall budget for the project of $2,350,000. 
 
 
 
 
Laurie Cavan      Jean Lamontagne 
General Manager,      General Manager, 
Parks, Recreation and Culture    Planning and Development 
 
 

Appendix 1: Corporate Report No. R198:2011, titled “Build Surrey Update – Surrey Museum 

Expansion and Art Centre Space in South Surrey” 
 
 
j:\park-rec\wpcentre\corprpts\2012\south surrey - funding arts space.docx 
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Appendix 1 
CR R198:2011 Build Surrey Update – Surrey Museum Expansion and Arts Centre 

Space in South Surrey 
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