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RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Parks, Recreation and Culture and the Finance and Technology Departments recommend 
that the Finance Committee recommend that Council approve from the Council Initiatives Fund a 
grant of $15,000 per year in each of 2012, 2013 and 2014 to the Vancouver International Bhangra 
Celebration Society to assist in supporting the components of the City of Bhangra Festival being 
held in Surrey during each of these years all as generally described in this report. 
 
INTENT 
 
The purpose of this report is to provide Council with background information on the 2012 City of 
Bhangra Festival celebration and to obtain Council approval of a grant to the Vancouver 
International Bhangra Celebration Society (“VIBC Society”) of $15,000 per year for each of 2012, 
2013 and 2014 as assistance for the components of the Festival being held in Surrey in each of 
these years. 
 
BACKGROUND 

At its Council in Committee meeting on April 2, 2012 Council received a delegation from the VIBC 
Society regarding their plans for the 2012 City of Bhangra Festival.  This eighth annual Festival will 
take place from May 31 to June 10, 2012 as outlined in Appendix A.  The Society has advised that 
they plan to expand the Festival into Surrey and have requested support from the City of Surrey of 
$25,000 per year for each of 2012, 2013 and 2014 to assist the Society in funding artist fees, 
production expenses, marketing costs and venue costs. 

In 2012, the HSBC Bank Canada will be the title sponsor of the Festival for the first time and the 
Festival is set to be one of the bigger spring events in Metro Vancouver.  This year’s Festival line-
up includes at least fourteen (14) independent events involving hundreds of local performers as 
well as international artists from the United Kingdom and India.  After seven years of producing 
North America’s exclusive Bhangra competitions, VIBC has advised that they are preparing for the 
eighth year with an entire revitalization of the HSBC City of Bhangra Festival. 
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As quoted in Darpan Magazine and the Georgia Straight magazine, the Festival Chairperson Mo 
Dhaliwal stated: 

“We are expanding our program and shaking things up once again.  Having been on the 
team since the festival’s inception, I’m very excited to announce the robust line up of events 
being produced over an 11-day period in two cities.  For the first time ever, our annual 
Festival will launch in the City of Surrey.  The Festival will include free concerts and dance 
performances at the Vancouver Art Gallery, bhangra workshops, a bhangra conference, 
percussion events and VIBC’s newest event ‘Celebrate the Harvest,’ a bhangra block party in 
Surrey where the beats, rhythms and movements of Bhangra come alive with local singing 
sensations and bhangra dance teams.” 

Bhangra is a traditional style of folk music and dance that traces its origins from the Punjab 
regions of India and Pakistan.  Driven by the dhol drum, the genre blends and fuses together a 
variety of local folk dances as well as a spectrum of musical rhythms. 

DISCUSSION 
 
The VIBC Society is a successful not-for-profit cultural organization.  Their annual Festival 
attracts approximately 10,000 participants and 300 musicians and dancers.  Over the years the 
Society board members have come to recognize that the majority of their audience members and 
artists are from Surrey and therefore they would like to expand their Festival to the City of Surrey. 
 
The Festival has strong media coverage of their events and a broad range of sponsors including; 
SHAW, Darpan Magazine, Global BC, RedFM, CBC, Canadian Heritage, Canada Council, City of 
Vancouver and others.  The Society has advised that as a Festival funder the City of Surrey will 
receive positive media profile through these partnerships and that the City logo will be placed on 
Festival posters (2,000), postcards (10,000) and event brochures (5,000). 
 
In February 2012 the VIBC Society officially became a member of the Arts Council of Surrey.  
Through that organization they are mapping out relationships with the Youth Arts Council of 
Surrey (for engagement in Bhangra house) and various artists-in-residence.  The Society is also 
working with the Downtown Surrey Business Improvement Association and Tourism Surrey to 
find ways to promote their expansion into Surrey and create long-lasting connections with the 
community.  Through their relationship with SFU Woodwards and the SFU India Advisory 
Council, they are forming relationships with SFU Surrey with a view to planning conference 
events for 2013. 
 
The Society has an on-going relationship with the Surrey Art Gallery and is intending to bring an 
exhibition to Surrey in 2013 with the current working title of "Soho Road to Scott Road".  This 
exhibition will leverage some of the content developed in 2011 with the Museum of Vancouver 
exhibition “Bhangra.me: Vancouver’s Bhangra Story” and expand on it through the works of local 
professional visual artists. 
 
2012 City of Bhangra Program - Surrey 
 
In 2012, the City of Bhangra Festival program in Surrey includes four (4) events at four (4) 
different venues including the Surrey Arts Centre.  Their events and audiences are not exclusively 
South Asian.  For example the event at the Surrey Arts Centre (rePercussion) explores percussion 
and folk drumming from a variety of cultures including Chinese, Afro-Cuban, Punjabi and 
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Brazilian styles.  The Festival generates participants and audiences that tend to be young, well 
educated and from diverse cultural backgrounds.  These are the audiences that Surrey wants to 
develop as their engagement is essential to the creation of a future generation of cultural leaders 
in our community. 
 
VIBC Funding Request and Assessment 
 
The Society has requested $25,000 per year in each of 2012, 2013 and 2014 from the City of Surrey 
to assist in funding artist fees, production expenses, marketing and venue costs associated with 
hold components of the City of Bhangra Festival in Surrey.  Multi-year funding is essential to the 
Society who must plan events over a year in advance.  Further when the City endorses a project 
with funding it helps the event organizers to leverage funding from other sources and instils 
confidence in other funders/sponsors regarding the quality and success of the event being 
proposed. 
 
Through the Council Initiatives Fund the City has provided grants to Arts Umbrella, the Surrey 
City Orchestra, Young People’s Opera Society and other cultural groups with grants ranging from 
$20,000 to $35,000.  The larger amounts have been to organizations that operate programs in 
Surrey on a year-round basis.  The projected annual budget for the Surrey component of the City 
of Bhangra Festival is approximately $50,000 per year.  In 2011, the City of Vancouver provided 
VIBC with cash and in-kind support including; (in-kind) transit shelter ad campaign ($40k), 
access to the Vancouver Live! video screens ($10k), $10k in cash and $11k in venue sponsorship 
(free rental space). 
 
At this time the Festival organizers have not formally asked Surrey for in-kind marketing support; 
however, staff will explore marketing support options in future years.  The 2012 City of Bhangra 
venue costs for the Surrey Arts Centre including use of the main stage, studio theatre and the 
program room will be approximately $5,000. 
 
Balance in Council Initiatives Fund 
 
In considering the request from the Society in comparison to grants that the City has provided for 
other similar events, staff is proposing that the City provide a grant to the Society of $15,000 per 
year for each of 2012, 2013 and 2014 for the purpose of supporting the components of the City of 
Bhangra Festival being held in Surrey. 
 
Status of Council Initiatives Fund 
 
Appendix “B” attached to this report provides information on the status of the Council Initiatives 
Fund on an assumption that Council will adopt the recommendation of this report. 
 
SUSTAINABILITY CONSIDERATIONS 
 
Surrey’s Sustainability Charter states: “Surrey has a network of widely accessible community health 
and social services, parks, recreation, library and cultural opportunities that promote wellness and 
active living.  The City embraces its cultural diversity and promotes tolerance, social connections 
and a sense of belonging.” 
 
The Charter further states: “Cultural activities are recognized as an important way for individuals 
to contribute to their communities.  Culture is an essential tool in understanding the values, shared 
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meanings and goals of residents in a community.  Wide, inclusive participation in cultural activities 
contributes to community vitality and supports sustainability.” 
 
The provision of financial support for the components of the City of Bhangra Festival being held 
in Surrey will promote the socio-cultural objectives of the City’s Sustainability Charter; more 
particularly the following Charter goals and action items: 
 

 Goal SC4: Supporting Cultural Awareness in the Community;  

 Goal SC5: Supporting the Plan for the Social Well Being of Surrey Residents; and 

 Goal SC6: Accessible and Appropriately located Services within the City. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Based on the above discussion, it is recommended that the Finance Committee recommend that 
Council approve from the Council Initiative Fund a grant of $15,000 per year in each of 2012, 2013 
and 2014 to the Vancouver International Bhangra Celebration Society to assist in supporting the 
components of the City of Bhangra Festival being held in Surrey during each of these years all as 
generally described in this report. 
 
 
 
Laurie Cavan      Vivienne Wilke, CGA 
General Manager,      General Manager, 
Parks, Recreation and Culture    Finance and Technology 
 
 
Appendix A:  Proposal – VIBC Presents – City of Bhangra – May 31 – June 10, 2012 
Appendix B:  Summary of Council Initiatives Fund Utilization 
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