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FINANCE COMMITTEE  
 
TO: Mayor & Council DATE: February 1, 2012 
 
FROM: General Manager, Parks, Recreation and Culture 

General Manager, Finance and Technology 
 

FILE: 1850-01 
8000-50/S 

SUBJECT: 2012 BC AAA Short Course Swimming Championships 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Parks, Recreation and Culture Department and Finance and Technology Department 
recommends that Finance Committee recommend Council approval of funding in the amount of 
$3,000 from the Council Initiatives Fund to offset some of facility rental costs for the 2012 BC AAA 
Short Course Swimming Championships being held at the Surrey Sport and Leisure Complex 
(SSLC) from March 1 to March 4, 2012. 
 
INTENT 
 
The purpose of this report is to provide information in relation to a request from the Surrey 
Knights Swim Club’s for funding to offset some of the costs associated with hosting the 2012 BC 
AAA Short Course Swimming Championship at the Surrey Sports and Leisure Complex and to 
seek Council approval for funding to offset the costs of facility rentals related to hosting the event. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Surrey Knights Swim Club (SKSC) has been based in Surrey since 1974.  The SKSC uses as 
their home pools the Surrey Sport and Leisure Complex (SSLC) and the North Surrey Indoor Pool 
(NSIP).  They are a non-profit organization with a volunteer board of directors.  The Club offers 
programs for all swimmers including the disabled. 

 

The Surrey Knights Swim Club has been successful in its application to host the 2012 BC AAA 
Short Course Swimming Championships at the Surrey Sport and Leisure Complex from March 1 to 
March 4.  This event attracts over 650 swimmers from swimming clubs across the entire Province.  
Typically the event attracts approximately 2,000 visitors to the community within which the event 
is held.  This acts as a boost to the local economy (restaurants, hotels, etc.).  This event will also 
act to enhance the profile of Surrey’s “Ahead of the Game” Sport Tourism initiative and will 
profile Surrey’s competitive swimming community. 

 

DISCUSSION 

 

Some of the athletes that swim at this event will move on to national and international 
competitive stages.  Athletes competing this year include many who will represent our Province at 
next summer's Canada Games and this year's Olympic Trials. 
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The City of Surrey has an excellent reputation for hosting major sporting events.  This event will 
positively impact the local economy and profile the Surrey Community to thousands of people.   
 
The SKSC has advised that the budget for the event amounts to $39,325 with approximately 
$19,000 going towards pool rental fees.  The (SKSC) has further advised that it is seeking partners 
to assist with covering the costs of the event and in this regarded by way of a letter dated January 
25, 2012 (copy attached as Appendix “A”) has requested that the City consider providing financial 
assistance.  
 
Staff has reviewed the request and has concluded that a financial subsidy of $3,000 from the 
Council Initiatives Fund would be reasonable in the context of similar requests that the City has 
received from other organizations involved in hosting similar events and to which the City has 
responded with financial assistance.  It is noted that the City’s Fee Waiver Policy does not apply to 
facility rentals. 
 
Status of the Council Initiatives Fund 
 
Appendix B documents the balance in the Council Initiatives Fund on an assumption that Council 
will approve the recommendation of this report. 
 
SUSTAINABILITY CONSIDERATIONS 
 
The recommendations of this report in support of the Swimming Championship being held in 
Surrey support the objectives of the City’s Sustainability Charter; more particularly, the following 
action items of the Charter: 
 

SC6 – The City will support the equitable distribution of services and amenities for Surrey 
residents by providing support for local service organizations, whether governmental or in 
the non-profit sector for actions that are within the City’s mandated responsibilities; and 
 
SC12: - Encourage and facilitate volunteerism and participation in community activities by 
persons of all ages, abilities and cultural communities. 

 
CONCLUSION 
 
Based on the above discussion, it is recommended that Finance Committee recommend Council 
approval of funding in the amount of $3,000 from the Council Initiatives Fund to offset some of 
facility rental costs for the 2012 BC AAA Short Course Swimming Championships being held at the 
Surrey Sport and Leisure Complex (SSLC) from March 1 to March 4, 2012. 
 
 
Laurie Cavan      Vivienne Wilke 
General Manager     General Manager 
Parks, Recreation and Culture    Finance and Technology 
 
Appendix A – Letter, dated January 25, 2012, from the Surrey Knights Swim Club 
Appendix B – 2012 Financial Plan Council Initiatives 
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