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SUBJECT: Community Enhancement Partnership (CEP) Program – SAME Group Grant 

Application – Mural Art and Beautification Project 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Parks, Recreation & Culture Department, Finance & Technology Department, Engineering 
Department and Planning & Development Department recommend that the Finance Committee 
recommend that Council approve a grant under the CEP Program in the amount of $3,000 to the 
Surrey Appreciates ME (SAME) Group to support a community mural art and beautification 
project, as generally described in this report. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
In January 2010 Council adopted the Community Enhancement Partnership (CEP) Program, 
which is intended to provide financial support for projects focussed on community engagement 
and neighbourhood beautification.  Under the CEP Program, residents and community groups 
may apply to the City for a grant under either of two separate categories; these being:  
 

 Small Project Grants - to support in planning, organizing and implementing projects 
intended to directly improve the physical aesthetic appeal of a neighbourhood; or  

 

 Partnership Grants - to support projects that build community relationships through 
celebration and activity.  

 
The CEP Program Guidelines are attached as Appendix 1.  The CEP Program has an annual 
budget of $25,000. 
 
A Grant Selections Committee has been established with representatives from various 
Departments and is responsible for assessing grant applications on an ongoing basis.  Twenty 
three (23) CEP Program grants have been approved to date by City Council. 
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DISCUSSION 
 
An application has been received for a Small Project Grant under the CEP Program.  A description 
and an evaluation of the application in relation to the CEP Program Guidelines are contained in 
the following section of this report. 
 
Surrey Appreciates Me (SAME) Group – Community mural art and beautification project 
 
The Surrey Appreciates ME (SAME) Group is a partnership between Surrey Schools, graduate 
students from SFU and UBC, and the American Educational Research Association Graduate 
Student Council (AERA GSC).  SAME has applied for a CEP Program Small Projects Grant to 
support the development of a community mural art project in the northerly part of City Centre.  
The mural will be located on the retaining wall along the Peterson Hill section of Surrey Parkway, 
on the westerly side of King George Boulevard at the 132nd Street diversion, as illustrated on 
Appendix 2. 
 
The goal of the project is to create a community mural that engages youth and addresses diversity 
in a positive way.  The project involves the implementation of a professionally-mentored and 
artist-led community art piece in collaboration with members of the community and local 
students.  This will be achieved through a series of skill and capacity building workshops with 
selected secondary students in Surrey Schools, facilitated by graduate students from SFU and 
UBC, Naomi Steinberg, director of the Vancouver Society of Storytelling and professional mural 
artist Michelle Loughery.  The workshops will serve as a lead-in to the creation of the community 
mural art by providing students with relevant arts-based skills.  The deliberate selection and 
inclusion of professional artists will ensure the art work will be contemporary and of high quality. 
 
The art will be painted or printed onto aluminum paneling which will be secured onto the surface 
of the retaining wall.  A clear anti-graffiti coating will be applied to the art work.  The art work 
will be movable to another location if necessary in the future or for maintenance or site works.  
City staff will work closely with the applicant to ensure that the art work takes into account the 
context of the surrounding neighbourhood.  The City will reserve the right to move or remove the 
art work as needed.  The art work will beautify the Peterson Hill area and reduce instances of 
graffiti along Surrey Parkway.  An overview of the process and details of the stakeholders involved 
with the project are documented in Appendix 3.  Given the prominence of the proposed location 
for the mural, the applicant has agreed to work with the Public Art Advisory Committee and City 
public art staff to refine the project prior to its implementation. 
 
SAME has requested a grant of $3,000 from the City to support this project.  These funds will be 
used to purchase paints and other supplies.  SAME has advised that the project will involve 
community and professional contributions of over 1000 hours of volunteer time to plan, 
coordinate, develop and implement the art work.  The American Educational Research 
Association Graduate Student Council has already committed to providing $1,000 towards the 
project.  SAME also intends to contact local businesses and sponsors to seek further financial 
support to implement the project.  The overall value of the community and other contributions is 
estimated at $20,000. 
 
The project will act to enhance the Surrey Parkway by establishing a vibrant and engaging 
community art installation and by reducing graffiti.  Based on a review of the proposed project 
against the CEP Program Guidelines, a grant of $3,000 is recommended subject to a commitment 
by the applicant, Surrey Appreciates ME (SAME) Group, to: 
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 coordinate and refine the project with the Public Art Advisory Committee and Surrey 
public art staff and Surrey engineering operations staff prior to and during its 
implementation; and 
 

 to submit to the City photographs that act to document the progress and outcomes of the 
project. 

 
Funding 
 
Appendix 4 provides information on the status of funding related to the Community 
Enhancement Partnership Program on an assumption that Council will approve the 
recommendations of this report. 
 
SUSTAINABILITY CONSIDERATIONS 
 
The CEP Program supports the goals of the City’s Sustainability Charter by encouraging social 
connections, volunteerism, community ownership and citizen engagement, in accordance with 
the Socio-Cultural Action items SC6, SC7, SC8 and SC13 of the City’s Sustainability Charter. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Based on the above discussion, it is recommended that the Finance Committee recommend that 
Council approve a grant under the CEP Program in the amount of $3,000 to the Surrey 
Appreciates ME (SAME) Group to support a community mural art and beautification project, as 
generally described in this report. 
 
 
 
 
Vivienne Wilke, CGA  Laurie Cavan    Vincent Lalonde, P. Eng.  
General Manager  General Manager   General Manager 
Finance & Technology  Parks, Recreation & Culture  Engineering 
 
 
 
 
Jean Lamontagne 
General Manager 
Planning and Development 
 
 
 
 
Appendix 1:  2011 CEPP Program Overview and Guidelines 
Appendix 2: Proposed project location – current conditions 
Appendix 3: SAME Mural Project Overview 
Appendix 4:  Status of Community Enhancement Partnership Program funding 
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APPENDIX 2 
 

PROPOSED SITE – CURRENT CONDITIONS
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APPENDIX 3 
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APPENDIX 4 
 
 

 

 
 

 


