
 

 

 
 
 
 NO: R198  COUNCIL DATE: October 17, 2011 
 

 

REGULAR COUNCIL 
 
TO: Mayor & Council DATE: October 11, 2011 
 
FROM: General Manager, Parks, Recreation and Culture FILE: 0760-20/M 
 
SUBJECT: Build Surrey Update - Surrey Museum Expansion and Arts Centre Space in 

South Surrey 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Parks, Recreation and Culture Department recommends that Council: 
 

1. Receive this report as information;  
 

2. Approve the inclusion in the Build Surrey Program of a new arts centre in South Surrey as 
generally described in this report and authorize staff to form a stakeholder advisory 
committee to assist with the development of plans for such a facility in South Surrey and 
to bring forward a further report on this arts centre facility for Council consideration as 
plans for such a facility evolve; 

 
3. Authorize staff to proceed with the design and construction of an addition to the South 

Surrey Recreation Centre as generally described in this report based on the funding that 
was allocated in the 2011-2015 Five Year Financial Plan, which will provide additional arts-
related programming space in South Surrey in the near term; 

 
4. Direct staff to include in the 2012 component of the 2012-2016 Five Year Capital Financial 

Plan $450,000 to fund the development of a concept plan including a phasing strategy for 
the “build out” of the Surrey Museum and based on the completed concept plan to include 
in the Build Surrey Program and in the 2013-2017 Five Year Capital Financial Plan funding 
for the design and construction of next phase of the Surrey Museum; and 
 

5. Authorize the City Clerk to forward as information a copy of this report and the related 
Council resolution to the Friends of the Surrey Museum and Archives Society and to South 
Surrey arts groups referenced in this report. 
 

INTENT 
 
The purpose of this report is to obtain Council approval for an amendment to the Build Surrey 
Program to include an expansion of the Surrey Museum in Cloverdale and the development of an 
art centre in South Surrey. 
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BACKGROUND 
 
At its Regular Council meeting on March 1st, 2010 Council adopted the Build Surrey Program.  The 
Build Surrey Program includes a series of large scale capital projects across the City to 
accommodate and support the business and residential growth that is expected over the next ten 
years.  Included in the Program was an allocation of $1.5 million for new arts space development 
in South Surrey in 2011.  Most of the projects contained in the Build Surrey Program have been 
included in the Five Year (2011 – 2015) Financial Plan. 
 
The Cornerstone Planning Group was engaged in 2011 to develop a Cultural Plan for the City.  The 
development of the Plan has included extensive community consultation including, among other 
elements, an Open House in the South Surrey Town Centre.  Approximately 100 residents 
attended this open house.  The final draft Cultural Plan will be forwarded to Council for 
consideration later this fall.   
 
The draft Cultural Plan has identified, among other things, the need for an expansion to the 
Surrey Museum and for the development of additional arts space and ultimately an arts centre in 
South Surrey. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Arts Space in South Surrey 
 
In accordance with the Build Surrey Program, the 2012 Capital budget included an allocation of 
$1.5 million for the development of arts-related programming space in South Surrey.  With a view 
to establishing how best to position this new space, a stakeholder consultation process was 
undertaken involving all of the arts-related community organizations in South Surrey.   
 
Parks, Recreation and Culture (PRC) staff convened a meeting of these organizations to discuss 
location options for a proposed new arts space in South Surrey.  The groups in attendance 
included: 

 the Semiahmoo Arts Society; 

 South Surrey/White Rock Arts Society (SSWRAS); 

 Arts Umbrella; 

 Royal Canadian Theatre Company; and 

 the proponents related to a proposal for an Artist’s Run Centre. 
 
The interests of the Semiahmoo Potter’s Club were represented by the Semiahmoo Arts Society 
and the SSWRAS.  A representative of the Surrey City Development Corporation (SCDC) was also 
in attendance at the meeting to consider community needs in relation to a potential future SCDC 
joint venture development in South Surrey.  The table attached as Appendix “A” to this report 
documents the input of the community groups in relation to arts-related programming space in 
South Surrey as discussed at the meeting. 
 
Two locations for a new arts facility in South Surrey were reviewed with the stakeholders group as 
follows: 

1) an addition to the South Surrey Recreation Centre located in the South Surrey 
Athletic Park; and  

2) an arts centre facility on 152nd Street in the South Surrey Town Centre. 
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The general preference among those present at the meeting is for a purpose-built arts centre in 
the Semiahmoo Town Centre; however, in recognition of the available budget and the significant 
immediate need for arts-related programming space, the meeting participants unanimously 
supported the concept of a phased approach to providing additional arts space in South Surrey 
representing both of the above-referenced options.  The first phase would be an addition to the 
South Surrey Recreation Centre with the second phase being the development of a new dedicated 
facility in the Town Centre.  The development of the Town Centre facility appears to be viable in 
three to five years time as part of a proposed SCDC joint venture mixed use development 
involving a private sector partner related to a site at 152 Street and 19 Avenue.   
 
The first phase (an addition to the Recreation Centre) would provide the community with new 
arts space within the next year.  This expansion to the South Surrey Recreation Centre is an 
efficient approach to providing new space as it will share the existing washrooms, parking, 
administration and circulation areas that are already contained within the recreation facility.  As 
such, the available funding will allow for the construction of a larger “arts dedicated” floor area 
than could be provided in a stand-alone facility with the same budget. 
 
The 2011 budget allocation for arts space in South Surrey will allow an expansion of approximately 
3,500 to 4,000 square feet of floor area to the South Surrey Recreation Centre.  The following 
amenities could be accommodated within such an area: 
 

 an office for the Semiahmoo Arts Society; 

 a shared meeting room/multi-purpose room; 

 a pottery studio; 

 a visual arts studio; 

 use of the circulation areas and the studio areas for heritage displays/exhibitions of art 
work; and 

 storage space for users. 
 
The South Surrey White Rock Arts Society has raised $250,000 toward arts space in South Surrey 
and has offered to donate these funds to the project in exchange for some free facility use for their 
monthly meetings and annual art sales.  The arts groups are eager to be involved in the planning 
and operation of the new arts space through a model similar to the arrangement that the City has 
with the Arts Council of Surrey in relation to the Newton Cultural Centre.  Subject to Council 
approval of the recommendations of this report, a report regarding a potential relationship with 
the Arts Society and an operating model for the first phase arts space will be forwarded to Council 
for consideration in the first quarter of 2012. 
 
Based on the review of the options and the feedback from the arts community, staff recommend 
proceeding with the design and construction of an arts-related space addition to the South Surrey 
Recreation Centre to be completed in 2012.  In the mean time PRC staff will continue to work with 
SCDC staff in the context of studying the viability of developing a full new arts centre facility in 
South Surrey in the proposed joint venture development as referenced previously.  A community 
advisory committee will be established to provide input into the design of the first phase addition. 
 
Museum 
 
After hearing a delegation by the Friends of Surrey Museum at a Council in Committee meeting 
on November 29, 2010 Council requested that staff provide a report to Council on the expansion 
of the Surrey Museum.  At its Regular meeting on January 10, 2011 Council received Corporate 
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Report No. R008 titled “Surrey Museum Expansion – Friends of Surrey Museum and Archives 
Society”, a copy of which is attached as Appendix “B” to this report.  The report advised that the 
expansion of the Surrey Museum would be considered as part of the development of a Cultural 
Plan that would be completed in 2011.  The Cultural Plan is now nearing completion and will be 
forwarded to Council for consideration later this fall.  The Plan will be recommending that the 
City proceed immediately with the development of a concept plan including a phasing strategy for 
the “build out” of the Surrey Museum.  As was noted in Corporate Report No. R008:2011, a 
Museum Expansion reserve has been established that contains $450,000.  This includes $250,000 
that was contributed to the City by the Friends of the Museum Society and a further $200,000 that 
has been committed to the Museum Expansi0n by the City.   
 
Based on the above, it is recommended the 2012 component of the 2012-2016 Five Year Capital 
Financial Plan include an allocation of up to $450,000 to fund the development of a concept plan 
including a phasing strategy for the “build out” of the Surrey Museum and based on the 
completed concept plan that the next phase of the Museum expansion be included in the Build 
Surrey Program and that funds be allocated in the 2013-2017 Five Year Capital Financial Plan for 
the design and construction of this next phase of the Surrey Museum. 
 
SUSTAINABILITY CONSIDERATIONS 
 
Surrey’s Sustainability Charter states:  “Cultural activities are recognized as an important way for 
individuals to contribute to their communities.  Culture is an essential tool in understanding the values, 
shared meanings and goals of residents in a community.  Wide, inclusive participation in cultural 

activities contributes to community vitality and supports sustainability.”   The expansion of the Surrey 
Museum and the development of additional arts-related programming space in South Surrey 
support the following socio-cultural objectives in the City’s Sustainability Charter: 
 

 creating space for celebratory programs, exhibitions and events of our multicultural 
heritage and traditional arts (Scope Action SC4: Cultural Awareness in the Community); 

 incorporating Public Art in each of Surrey’s six Town Centres (SC4: Cultural Awareness in 
the Community); 

 implementing a Youth Arts Services Strategy and Young Adults Strategy (SC4: Cultural 
Awareness in the Community); 

 supporting initiatives that recognize the importance of digital technology to youth and 
new cultural practises (SC4: Cultural Awareness in the Community); 

 encouraging citizen engagement with City planning activities to build community 
capacity (SC5: Plan for the Social Well Being of Surrey Residents); 

 providing a range of accessible and affordable cultural services (Goal SC6: Accessible and 
Appropriately located Services within the City); 

 providing support for local service organizations, in the non-profit sector for actions that 
are within the City’s mandated responsibilities (Goal SC6: Accessible and Appropriately 
located Services within the City); 

 establishing major arts and heritage facilities in central locations throughout the City 
(Goal SC 12: Equity in Social Infrastructure Investment); and 

 promoting and raising awareness of arts and heritage in Surrey (SC4: Cultural Awareness 
in the Community and SC8: Municipal Outreach, Public Education and Awareness). 
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CONCLUSION 
 
Based on the above discussion, it is recommended that Council:  
 

 Approve the inclusion in the Build Surrey Program of a new arts centre in South Surrey as 
generally described in this report and authorize staff to form a stakeholder advisory 
committee to assist with the development of plans for such a facility in South Surrey and 
to bring forward a further report on this arts centre facility for Council consideration as 
plans for such a facility evolve;  

 

 Authorize staff to proceed with the design and construction of an addition to the South 
Surrey Recreation Centre as generally described in this report based on the funding that 
was allocated in the 2011-2015 Five Year Financial Plan, which will provide additional arts-
related programming space in South Surrey in the near term; 
 

 Direct staff to include in the 2012 component of the 2012-2016 Five Year Capital Financial 
Plan $450,000 to fund the development of a concept plan including a phasing strategy for 
the “build out” of the Surrey Museum and based on the completed concept plan to include 
in the Build Surrey Program and in the 2013-2017 Five Year Capital Financial Plan funding 
for the design and construction of next phase of the Surrey Museum; and 

 

 Authorize the City Clerk to forward as information a copy of this report and the related 
Council resolution to the Friends of the Surrey Museum and Archives Society and to South 
Surrey arts groups referenced in this report. 

 
 
 
 
Laurie Cavan  
General Manager 
Parks Recreation and Culture 
 
Appendix “A”: Summary of Input from South Surrey Art-related Groups in Relation to the Design 
   of Arts-Related Programming Space in South Surrey  
Appendix “B”: Corporate Report No. R008:2011 titled "Surrey Museum Expansion – Friends of the 

Surrey Museum and Archives Society” 
 
 
j:\park-rec\wpcentre\corprpts\2011\build surrey update museum ss arts space.docx 
. 10/14/11 9:14 AM 
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Appendix A 
 

Summary of Input from South Surrey Art-related Groups in Relation to the Design 
of Arts-Related Programming Space in South Surrey 

 

   
  

Group  
Facility 

Semiahmoo 
Arts 

Arts 
Umbrella 

Semiahmoo 
Potters 

SSWR 
Art Society 

Artists Run 
Centre 

Royal Canadian 
Theatre Co. 

Black Box Theatre 
– 5,000 sq. ft. 
 460 seats 

X  X    X  X  

Pottery Studio 
2,000 sq. ft.  

 X  X  X    

Visual Art Studio 
1,325 sq. ft  

 X   X  X   

Exhibition Space 
1,200 sq. ft.  

X  X  X  X  X   

Music Rooms(s) 
110 sq. ft  

 X     X  

New Media Studio 
400 sq. ft.  

X  X    X   

Office Admin. 
Space 
100 sq. ft  

X  X      

Lounge/Café  
1,600 sq. ft.  

   X  X  X  

Meeting Room  
200 sq. ft.  

X  X    X  X  

Arts Library     X   

Outdoor Space X   X   X   
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Appendix B 
 

CR R008 2011 Surrey Museum Expansion – Friends of the Surrey Museum and Archives 
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