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RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Planning and Development Department recommends that Council: 
 
1. Receive this report as information; and 

 
2. Instruct the City Clerk to forward a copy of this report and the related Council resolution to 

Port Metro Vancouver as a response to their letter to the City of Surrey, dated June 29, 2011, a 
copy of which is attached as Appendix I to this report. 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
In a letter dated June 29, 2011 from Robin Silvester, President and Chief Executive Officer of Port 
Metro Vancouver to the City of Surrey (copy attached as Appendix I), several concerns were 
expressed regarding the new Metro Vancouver Regional Growth Strategy ("RGS").  These 
concerns centre on ensuring that sufficient industrial lands are available into the future to 
support the operations and expansion of the Port in recognition of its importance in the Region's 
economic development. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The new RGS is at an advanced stage in the approval process.  The RGS has been given second 
reading by the Metro Vancouver Board and has been subject to Public Hearing.  Of the 25 local 
governments covered by the RGS, 24, including the City of Surrey, have ratified the RGS.  A 
non-binding dispute resolution process to address the concerns of the City of Coquitlam has 
resulted in a tentative agreement between Metro Vancouver and Coquitlam.  If this tentative 
agreement is ratified by both parties, the RGS By-law could be adopted at the next meeting of the 
Metro Vancouver Board. 
 
The City recognizes the key role of Port Metro Vancouver in the growth of the regional economy 
and Surrey shares the Port's concern over the loss of industrial land.  The City of Surrey has been 
diligent in protecting its industrial land base, as reflected in policies and recommendations 
contained in the Surrey Official Community Plan and the City's Employment Lands Strategy.  
Surrey is in a key position in this regard, with over 16% of the Region's industrial lands, including 
over 45% of the Region's remaining undeveloped industrial land. 
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The new RGS, unlike the previous growth strategy (the "Liveable Region Strategic Plan"), provides 
for the regional identification and protection of industrial and other employment lands.  The RGS 
includes two land use designations, these being the "Industrial" designation and the "Mixed 
Employment" designation, respectively and requires Metro Board approval for any re-designation 
of lands in either of these designations to any other designation.  This is intended to protect the 
Region's existing employment land base in addition to the by-laws, policies and practices of 
individual local governments in the Region.  This provision in the RGS addresses one of the 
principal concerns expressed by Port Metro Vancouver. 
 
The tentative agreement between Metro Vancouver and the City of Coquitlam, related to 
Coquitlam's objections to the RGS is a commitment by the Metro Vancouver Board to review the 
RGS every five years.  This review provision will permit the consideration of adjustments to the 
RGS on a regular five-year recurring basis to address any emerging issues such as the protection of 
the Region's industrial land base and, potentially, the identification of additional industrial lands 
needed to support the growth and development of the regional economy, including the Port 
Metro Vancouver operations. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
The City of Surrey has a significant inventory of industrial lands coupled with a Council-adopted 
Employment Lands Strategy policy that is targeted at protecting such lands for industrial and 
employment purposes. 
 
Based on the above discussion, it is recommended that Council receives instruct the City Clerk to 
forward a copy of this report and the related Council resolution to Port Metro Vancouver as a 
response to their letter to the City of Surrey, dated June 29, 2011, a copy of which is attached as 
Appendix I to this report . 
 
 
 
Original signed by 
Jean Lamontagne 
General Manager, 
Planning and Development 
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