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RECOMMENDATION 
 
The City Manager’s Department recommends that Council: 

1. Receive this report as information; and  

2. Approve the City of Surrey becoming a signatory City to the Mexico City Pact (i.e., the 

Global Cities Covenant on Climate). 

BACKGROUND 
 
The World Mayors Summit on Climate (WMSC) was held on November 21, 2010 in Mexico City.  
One of the key initiatives of WMSC was the opportunity for mayors from different regions of the 
world to sign a voluntary pact (the Global Cities Covenant on Climate or more commonly “the 
Mexico City Pact”). The objective of the Mexico City Pact is to send a message to the international 
community on the strategic importance that cities play in relation to the struggle against climate 
change. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The Mexico City Pact (attached as Appendix A) lays out ten actions that signatory cities 
voluntarily commit to take in relation to reducing greenhouse gas emissions and to adapting to a 
warming climate.  Cities that sign onto the Mexico City Pact also agree to report any actions they 
take in a new carbon Cities Climate Registry (cCCR).  The cCCR is a global mechanism that 
encourages local governments to regularly and publicly report on their greenhouse gas reduction 
commitments, GHG emissions inventories and climate mitigation/adaptation actions.  The cCCR 
is intended to promote best practices in local government climate actions and will be operated by 
the Bonn Center for Local Climate Action and Reporting.  The cCCR has two sections: 
 

 Section 1 is for cities that wish to undertake mitigation and climate change adaptation 
measures and that, by signing the Mexico City Pact, pledge to take the first steps, such 
as preparing their emissions inventory, designing and implementing a Climate Action 
Plan and adopting local legislation that favours GHG emissions reductions, among 
other measures. 
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 Section 2 is for those cities that have climate actions in place, which they wish to be 
measurable, reportable and verifiable. 

 
Signatories of the Mexico City Pact are requested to enter their climate data (i.e. commitments, 
performance and actions) in the cCCR within eight (8) months from the date of signing onto the 
Mexico City Pact.  Appendix B lists the current signatory cities (including Vancouver and Delta) 
to the Mexico City Pact of which there are currently 142. 
 
The City of Surrey climate action plans through the Sustainability Charter are well underway.  By 
being included in the cCCR, the City of Surrey will demonstrate leadership in transparency and 
accountability in relation to local climate action initiatives.   
 
SUSTAINABILITY CONSIDERATIONS 
 
The Surrey Sustainability Charter sets out a vision for sustainability in Surrey and acts as the 
overarching policy document for the City.  By signing on to the Mexico City Pact, the City of 
Surrey will demonstrate its leadership in and commitment to sustainability efforts to combat 
global climate change, which is one of the fundamental objectives of the Sustainability Charter. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
The Mexico Pact is a voluntary agreement by which signatory cities commit to take actions in 
relation to reducing their greenhouse gas emissions (GHG).  Cities participating in the Mexico 
Pact also agree to report their commitments, GHG emissions inventories, and the actions they are 
taking on a regular basis through the carbonn Cities Climate Registry.  The registry is intended to 
promote best practices in local government climate actions.  For the reasons articulated in this 
report, it is recommended that Council approve the City becoming a signatory City to the Mexico 
City Pact. 

 
 
Anna Mathewson     Dan Bottrill 
Sustainability Manager    Deputy City Manager 
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Appendix B – Listing of Current Signatory Cities 
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