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REGULAR COUNCIL 
 
TO: Mayor & Council DATE: May 13, 2010 
 
FROM: General Manager, Parks, Recreation and Culture 

General Manager, Engineering 
FILE: 0930-30/308 

 
SUBJECT: Lease of former Fire hall # 10 at 13552 – 72 Avenue to Arts Council of Surrey 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Parks, Recreation and Culture Department and the Engineering Department recommend that 
Council approve the lease of the City-owned land and building located at 13552 – 72 Avenue to the 
Arts Council of Surrey for a 10 year term commencing on June 1, 2010. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Former Fire Hall No. 10  
 
The former Fire Hall No. 10 was constructed in 1962 on a .72 acre lot on the south side of 72 Avenue 
west of King George Highway in the Newton Town Centre.  The building has a floor area of 6,000 
ft.2 in with 4,700 ft.2 on the ground floor and 1,300 ft.2 on the second floor.  The building was 
decommissioned as a fire hall in 2007 with the opening of the new Fire Hall No. 10 on 132 Street 
north of 72 Avenue.  It has remained unoccupied since that time. 
 
In July 2008 Council approved the renovation of the old fire hall and authorized staff to negotiate 
an agreement with the Arts Council of Surrey (ACS) for the fit out, operation, management, and 
administration of the new building (see Appendix II - Corporate Report No. R136; 2008).  The 
renovation of the building is now nearing completion.  The lease with the Arts Council is 
proposed to commence on June 1, 2010. 
 
Arts Council of Surrey (ACS) 
 
The ACS is a non-profit organization that has as its mission “to promote and foster the arts - 
literary, performing and visual - in the City of Surrey,” and has been in existence for over 40 years. 
 
The ACS is the main umbrella group for the City’s artistic community.  It works on behalf of its 
315 individual, business, and arts group members that collectively represent over 5,000 individual 
members.  The ACS is involved in many initiatives, including advocacy, programming and the 
provision of grants to support new art projects, student bursaries, and the production of a 
monthly newsletter.  The number of Surrey citizens benefitting from the activities and projects of 
the ACS and their member groups, including the Surrey Festival of Dance, the annual juried art 
exhibition, Youth Arts Council projects, and other events, is in the tens of thousands annually. 
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DISCUSSION 
 
City staff and the ACS have now reached agreement on a 10 year lease of the renovated Fire Hall 
No. 10 building and site.  Subject to Council approval, the lease will commence on June 1, 2010.  
Under the terms of the proposed lease, ACS will pay a nominal prepaid rent and be responsible 
for the day-to-day operation and maintenance of the building.  The Parks, Recreation and Culture 
Department will be responsible for the grounds maintenance and the City will be responsible for 
any significant capital requirements related to the building. 
 
SUSTAINABILITY CONSIDERATIONS 
 
The proposed lease of land to the ACS will assist in achieving some of the City’s socio-cultural and 
economic scope actions as articulated in the Surrey Sustainability Charter.  These include: 
 
 “Promoting and raising awareness of arts and culture in Surrey in a manner that celebrates 

diversity and community identity and strives to ensure accessibility and inclusivity” (SC4). 
 
 “The City will support the equitable distribution of services and amenities for Surrey residents 

by providing support for local service organizations for actions that are within the City’s 
mandated responsibilities” (SC6). 

 
 Through the adaptive reuse of the old Fire Hall building, the City is “employing sound 

accounting and financial management practices and structures” (EC4).   
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Surrey has one of the most active and vibrant Arts Councils in the province.  The long term vision of 
the ACS is to have a permanent home in Surrey City Centre; however, they understand that this 
may take several years.  In the interim, the ACS is interested in leasing the City-owned building that 
was formerly used as Fire Hall No. 10.  The renovated facility will be used for administration, 
exhibition, rehearsal, and programming space for the arts community. 
 
Based on the above discussion, it is recommended that Council approve the lease of the City-
owned land and building located at 13552 – 72 Avenue to the Arts Council of Surrey for a 10 year 
term commencing on June 1, 2010. 
 
 
 
 Laurie Cavan   Vincent Lalonde, P.Eng.  
 General Manager  General Manager, Engineering 
 Parks, Recreation & Culture 
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I. Aerial Photograph of Site 
II. Corporate Report No. R136; 2008 
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APPENDIX II 
CORPORATE REPORT #136 – ADAPTIVE REUSE OF FORMER FIRE 

HALL NO. 10 AT 13552- 72 AVENUE 
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