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FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 
TO:  Mayor & Council  DATE: December 3, 2010 
 
FROM:  General Manager, Finance & Technology  FILE: 1850‐20 
 
SUBJECT:  Sponsorship Request – Comedy Courage Annual Gala 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Finance and Technology Department recommends that the Finance Committee recommend 
that Council approve sponsorship support for the Comedy Courage’s 8th Annual Gala Dinner and 
Showcase at the “Special Contributor” level in the amount of $1,000 from the Council Initiative 
Fund. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The City has received a sponsorship request from Comedy Courage for their Annual Gala and 
Showcase.  This report addresses that request. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Comedy Courage is a Society that assists people with mental health diagnoses.  The Society 
teaches participants how to write a comedy routine about the challenges of having a mental 
health diagnosis and then how to perform the routine at the annual Society Gala Dinner and 
Showcase.  After the Gala, participants go on to perform at comedy clubs, public events, 
conferences, treatment centres and functions during the year.  The goal of Comedy Courage is to 
help reduce the public stigma associated with people that have a mental health diagnosis, show 
the public the capabilities of people with mental health diagnoses, build confidence and self‐
esteem for those with mental health diagnoses and provide general support in the mental health 
community.  Comedy Courage is seeking sponsorship for their Gala and Showcase.  A copy of the 
information provided by the Society related to the event is attached to this report as Appendix A. 
 
Staff has reviewed this request and recommends that Council support this event at the “Special 
Contributor” level of sponsorship in the amount of $1,000, which includes a table for 8 and the 
City logo on the program.  This funding is available from the Council Initiatives Fund. 
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Status of the Council Initiatives Fund: 
 
If Council adopts the recommendation of this report the un‐allocated balance in the Council 
Initiatives Fund will be $266,341 as documented in Appendix B. 
 
 
 
 
Vivienne Wilke, CGA 
General Manager,  
Finance & Technology 
 
Appendix A:  Comedy Courage Sponsorship Package 
Appendix B:  Status of the Council Initiatives Fund 
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Appendix B 
 

 
 

2010 FINANCIAL PLAN
COUNCIL INITIATIVES

Allocation

Description Amount to date Remaining

Carried Forward from Prior Year 167,697

2010 Proposed Budget 250,000 417,697$       

    Canada West Chamber Orchestra 0

    Surrey Crime Prevention Society - Anti-Graffiti Program 31,000

    2010 Community Opportunities Strategy 20,000

     Peace Arch Hospital Gala April 2010 2,075

     Globe 2010 Biennial Trade Fair & Conference 4,002

    BC High School Bhangra Society 1,429

    Flavours of Surrey 15,000

    Canada-India Networking Initiative 800

    Learning Partnership - Tribute Luncheon 1,250

    Boys & Girls Club of Greater Vancouver 50,000

    President's Farewell Gala 5,000

    Red FM 4th Annual Run 5,000

   Hargobind International Wrestling Event 6,800

    Mayor's Charity Ball (September 10, 2010) 3,000

    Stanley Cup Celebration - City Centre 5,000

 Allocations for 2010 150,356$                 267,341$        
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