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FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 
TO: Mayor & Council DATE: March 17, 2010 
 
FROM: General Manager, Finance & 

Technology 
FILE: 1850-20 

 
SUBJECT: Request for Sponsorship - BC High School Bhangra Competition 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Finance and Technology Department recommends that the Finance Committee recommend 
that Council approve a sponsorship in the amount of $1,500 from the Council Initiatives Fund for 
the BC High School Bhangra Competition being held at the Bell Centre on April 25th, 2010. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
On November 23, 2009, the Finance Committee approved the 2010 City Grants.  Since that time, 
the City has received a funding request from the BC High School Bhangra Society requesting 
sponsorship from the City for the 4th Annual BC High School Bhangra Competition. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The BC High School Bhangra Society is hosting the 4th Annual High School Bhangra Competition 
at the Bell Centre for the Performing Arts on April 25th, 2010.  This event will bring high school 
bhangra teams from around the province, including seven local schools, to Surrey for a one-day 
competition.  A competition such as this engages students in a positive school-based activity, 
which leads to stronger connections to both their school and their community.  Proceeds from 
this event will be used to provide educational scholarships to students. 
 
The BC High School Bhangra Society has requested sponsorship from the City at one of four levels 
of sponsorship as follows: 
 

1. Presenting    $10,000 
2. University – Gold Star   $  5,000 
3. High School – Silver Star  $  2,500 
4. Elementary School – Bronze Star $  1,500 

 
Each of the levels of sponsorship offers various benefits to the sponsoring organization.  Details of 
each of the four levels of sponsorship are included in Appendix A. 
 
The Grants Evaluation Committee has reviewed this request and finds that it does not meet the 
grants evaluation criteria as the organization acts as a general fund-raiser for, or makes grants to, 
various other groups or organizations, i.e. student scholarships (No. D-26(10)(f)).  However, in 
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view of the potential benefits (economic and image-related) accruing to Surrey as a result of the 
competition being held in Surrey, it is considered reasonable for the City to sponsor this event.  
Funds for the sponsorship are available from the Council Initiatives Fund. 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Assuming that Council accepts the Grants Evaluation Committee recommendation, the un-
allocated balance in the Council Initiatives Fund would be $357,947, as documented in Appendix 
B and the unallocated funds remaining in the City Grant Budget will be as follows: 
 

Special Recognition Funds  $2,500 
Property Taxes   0 
High School Dry Grads  900 
One-time Grants      1,775 

     $  5,175 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vivienne Wilke, CGA 
General Manager, 
Finance & Technology 
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Appendix A 
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Appendix B 
 

 
 

2010 FINANCIAL PLAN

COUNCIL INITIATIVES

Allocation

Description Amount to date Remaining

Carried Forward from Prior Year 167,697

2010 Proposed Budget 250,000 417,697$       

    Surrey Crime Prevention Society - Anti-Graffiti Program 31,000

    2010 Community Opportunities Strategy 20,000

     Peace Arch Hospital Gala April 2010 2,250

     BC Crime Prevenstion Annual Symposium 5,000

    BC High School Bhangra Society 1,500

 Allocations for 2010 59,750$                    357,947$        


