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REGULAR COUNCIL
TO: Mayor & Council DATE: September 9, 2009
FROM: General Manager, Engineering FILE: 5600-28

SUBIECT:  Tap Water Declaration

RECOMMENDATION
The Engineering Department recommends that Council:
1. Receive this report as information;

2. Endorse the Metro Vancouver Tap Water Campaign Declaration, with the resolution
section of the Declaration amended to read as follows:

“Now therefore be it resolved that the City of Surrey will:

(a) Seek to phase out municipal use of bottled water, limit the availability of bottled
water in municipal facilities and will promote the importance of municipal
water; and

(b) Wherever possible and appropriate, encourage the installation of accessible
drinking fountains in new and refurbished buildings as well as in new and
refurbished parks and other public spaces.”

;and

3. Request that the City Clerk forward a copy of this report and the related Council
resolution to Metro Vancouver as information.

INTENT

The purpose of this report is to obtain Council endorsement of a Tap Water Declaration.
BACKGROUND

Council requested a report from staff regarding a letter, dated November 4, 2008 (see Appendix I),
from the Chair - Metro Vancouver Board that encouraged the City of Surrey to adopt the Metro

Vancouver Tap Water Declaration (the “Declaration”) (see Appendix II).

At its Regular meeting on June 2, 2009, Council referred to the Environmental Advisory
Committee (EAC) a delegation request from Kyle Kijowski of TAP IN. TAP IN is a group of



students from Kwantlen Polytechnic University that are campaigning to reduce the use of bottled
water. Representatives of the TAP IN group appeared before the EAC on July 15, 2009. Based on
the information they presented at that time, the group has similar objectives to those articulated
in the Metro Vancouver Tap Water Campaign Declaration. The EAC supported TAP IN’s position
and suggested that they make their presentation to Metro Vancouver. They further suggested
that the City lead by example by endorsing the Tap Water Declaration and following through
accordingly.

DISCUSSION

Water supplied by Metro Vancouver and distributed by the City of Surrey is of high quality, safe
to drink and available at most public locations.

A Drinking Water Survey undertaken by Metro Vancouver revealed that those who drink bottled
water are concerned for the environment and would use tap water for drinking if it were more
readily available to them. The results of the same survey indicated that 32% of the people
surveyed drink bottled water because of its convenience.

Encouraging people to use refillable bottles and the phasing out of single-use plastic water bottles
will decrease the use of commercially bottled water, which often travels many miles from its
bottling source to its point of sale. The manufacturing of the plastic bottles and the
transportation of the bottled water results in the burning of large amount of fossil fuels and the
release of carbon dioxide and other pollution into the atmosphere. In addition, millions of single-
use plastic water bottles end up in Metro Vancouver’s municipal waste stream.

Staff has reviewed the matter and is recommending that Council endorse an amended version of
the Metro Vancouver Tap Water Declaration as described below:

The First Component of the Declaration reads: “The City of Surrey will seek to phase out the
municipal use of bottled water, limit the availability of bottled water in municipal facilities, and will
promote the use of municipal water.”

For meetings at City Hall, City staff is increasingly using water in jugs instead of bottled water.
The City’s Sustainability Team is developing a Sustainability Meeting Policy that will include the
elimination of the use of bottled water and will recommend alternatives. The City also
encourages the use of tap water by ensuring that water fountains are installed at convenient
locations at most City facilities.

It is noted that some of the City’s customers at recreational facilities will only drink packaged
beverages and expect the City to make available bottled water as an alternative to flavoured
drinks in automatic dispensing machines. The City currently has a contract with a beverage
supplier for automatic dispensing machines at City facilities that specifically allows the supplier to
offer bottled water for sale. The contract terminates in March 2011. The provisions related to the
sale of bottled water will be reviewed in advance of any new contract being awarded. At this time
it is not considered practical to attempt to eliminate the sale of bottled water at City facilities.

The second component of the Declaration reads: The City of Surrey will, wherever possible and
appropriate, encourage the installation of accessible drinking fountains in new and refurbished
buildings as well as in new and refurbished parks and other public spaces.
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The City, in a phased program, is installing additional drinking fountains in accessible locations in
parks, municipal buildings and other public spaces where plumbing is available and vandalism is
not an issue. An education plan is being developed to inform the public of the Tap Water
Campaign and the benefits that can be achieved if the campaign is successful. In general these
actions can be carried out with minimal financial impact to the City.

Sustainability Considerations

The Tap Water Campaign was initiated by Metro Vancouver to encourage people to drink tap
water in refillable bottles instead of buying water in single-use plastic bottles. By endorsing the
Tap Water Campaign, the City of Surrey will demonstrate its commitment to its Sustainability
Charter and increase awareness of the Tap Water Campaign. Reduction in the purchase of water
in single-use plastic bottles will reduce greenhouse gases and waste generation and will minimize
packaging and resource consumption. These outcomes support the actions numbered EN2
(Waste Reduction) and EN5 (Green Procurement Policies and Practices) contained in the Surrey
Sustainability Charter.

CONCLUSION

The City of Surrey municipal drinking water is of high quality, safe to drink and readily available
at most public locations. The City has a program to install additional drinking fountains in
refurbished and new facilities and in other public locations. This program has minimal financial
impact to the City. Based on the discussion in this report, it is recommended that Council
endorse the Metro Vancouver Tap Water Declaration with an amendment as noted in the
Recommendation section of this report.

Vincent Lalonde, P.Eng.
General Manager, Engineering

KZ/VL/KL/jkb:kd/brb

Appendix I:  Letter from Metro Vancouver, dated November 4, 2008
Appendix II:  Proposed Tap Water Declaration (from Metro Vancouver)
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We truby are blessed with som of the best dinking water i the world straigint from the 1ap, The
opening of the new Sevmour Capllanc Filtration Plant next year and COMmpl2ing construction of naw

Metro Vancouver sncourages the City of Surray (o adop this decharation so thal the FEQION CAN Spedk,
4E 0N in its desire o hava residents use rature's health drink - always on tap.

‘fﬂu?}ru]s’,_‘\ll

R

.--'-f-f -
A5 b Jacksen T
Chair, Metro Yancouver Brars OELILS
LEI"™S R0 wh : {’# =
1

220 City Maragers !

Atachmen:: Tag Watar Doclaration

PR R T P



APPENDIX I
TAF WATER DECLARATION

WHEREAS  Motro Wancouvers MUNICIPAl waler syshems g among the firiest in
the warld; ana

WHEREAS high Qually sate drirkng waler < alicady availabee at mest pub.iz
ocations: and

WHEREAS Meirg Vancouvers tap water is sincity regulated by British
Columbia's Drinking Wate: Protertion Actand is tested aver 25,000 times per
rear and botlied water s regulated by the Faod and Drug Act and

WHEREAS, Metro Vancouver will open a new state—of-the-art waler Liltration
Rlant earty in 2008 to further improva the kigh gualty of the region's tap water.
armd

WHEREAS, botttad waler often rosts more than an equivalent volume of
gasoline. equivalent 1o 2,004 times mare than tap waler; and

WHEREAS, up to 40 per cant of bottled waler on the markat comes lrom
municipal water systems: and

WHEREAS bottled water ofen travels many miles from the source, resuiling in
the burning of iarge ameounts af fossil luels, releasing CO2Z and ather pollutisn
into the aimosphere; 2nd

WHEREAS, milions o single-use plastic waler bollles end bpin Metre
Vancouvers municipal waste: and

WHEREAS, municipalitias are responsible for dedvering safe and affordable
watar 1o our citizens: and

WHEREAS. decreasing and sventually eliminabng botied water from
govemnment use demonstrales the emphasis munticipalitios plage on the quabty
of their tap water and decreasas the impact ol bettled walar an muricipal waste:
and

WHEREAS, Metro Vancouver and member muncipalities recogniza the
Importance of hottied waler in times of amergency and times whan municipa!
waler is unavaiable.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVEDR. thal {RAunicrpality} will:

2] seck io phase Qu Tunicipal use of Bofed watel and e availabinty of bollled
water i municipal lacilities . and will pronate the impordance of ML ipal
waler: and.

bi will, wherever passible and Bpprebnalc. encourage the instalatisn of

dccessibls drnkmg lountains in pew and refurbishad buildings as wefl as now
and refurbesned park and otner PUblE spaces.
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