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REGULAR COUNCIL 
 
TO: Mayor & Council DATE: July 30, 2009 
 
FROM: General Manager, Planning and Development FILE: 0480-01 
 
SUBJECT: City of New Westminster Public Hearing - Official Community Plan 

Designation Amendment Bylaw No. 7330, 2009 for Westminster Pier 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Planning and Development Department recommends that Council: 
 
1. Receive this report as information; and 
 
2. Authorize the City Clerk to forward a letter to the City of New Westminster, as input to the 

public hearing related to the proposed OCP bylaw amendment, which advises that the City of 
Surrey has no objections to the proposed Official Community Plan Designation Amendment 
Bylaw No. 7330, 2009 for Westminster Pier that, if adopted, will redesignate the Westminster 
Pier property from High Density Residential to Parks/Community Facilities to allow for an 
urban waterfront park. 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
On June 22, 2009, New Westminster Council granted first and second reading and referred to 
public hearing, Official Community Plan Designation Amendment Bylaw No. 7330, 2009.  As 
required by legislation, the City of New Westminster has forwarded a notice to the City of Surrey 
advising of the public hearing scheduled for September 14, 2009 and has invited the City of Surrey 
to comment on the proposed bylaw. 
 
Section 879 of the Local Government Act requires that the development of, or amendments to, an 
OCP include consultation with the Council of any municipality that is adjacent to the area 
covered by the plan.  While the Fraser River is a significant buffer separating New Westminster 
and Surrey, the two cities are considered adjacent. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The City of New Westminster acquired the site known as "Westminster Pier", located on the 
eastern side of the City's Downtown waterfront, between the foot of Sixth Street and stretching 
east almost to the SkyTrain bridge, for use as a public park.  The redevelopment of the site 
requires an amendment to their Official Community Plan to change the land use designation of 
the site and a Zoning Amendment Bylaw to rezone the property. 
 



- 2 - 
 
 
The Westminster Pier property has a long history of industrial and community use.  While Surrey 
has previously expressed concern with the removal of industrial land for other uses, staff note that 
this property has been part of the New Westminster Downtown Revitalization area since the late 
1970s, and supports the creation of an urban, waterfront park linked to the New Westminster 
Downtown and the site's contribution to the riverfront pathway system. 
 
City of Surrey Planning and Development Department staff has reviewed the proposed draft 
Bylaw and New Westminster staff report, a copy of which is attached as Appendix I.  The land on 
the Surrey side of the Fraser River is designated Industrial in Surrey's Official Community Plan 
and Light Impact Industrial in the South Westminster Neighbourhood Concept Plan. 
 
Attached as Appendix II are maps showing the relationship of the proposed park to the City of 
Surrey.  The area directly across from the proposed park (bracketed by Brownsville Bar Park and 
Tannery Park) will remain an industrial area, controlled by the Fraser River Port Authority.  It is 
the Plan's longer-term intent to construct a waterfront oriented pedestrian walkway along the 
Surrey side of the Fraser River, subject to cooperation with the Port Authority.  Staff has advised 
the City of New Westminster that the land on the Surrey side of the River has an industrial 
designation that could have potential for noise impacts emanating from industrial and port-
related facilities. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Based on the above discussion, it is recommended that Council authorize the City Clerk to 
forward a letter to the City of New Westminster advising that the City of Surrey has no objections 
to the proposed Official Community Plan Designation Amendment Bylaw No. 7330, 2009 for 
Westminster Pier that, if adopted, will redesignate the Westminster Pier property from High 
Density Residential to Parks/Community Facilities to allow for an urban waterfront park. 
 
 
 
 
Original signed by 
Jean Lamontagne 
General Manager, 
Planning and Development 
 
:saw 
Attachments: 
Appendix I City of New Westminster Staff Report and Draft Bylaw 
Appendix II Maps 
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