AR Corporate NO: R188
SURREY Report COUNCIL DATE: September 29, 2008
CITY OF PARKS

REGULAR COUNCIL

TO: Mayor & Council DATE:  September 19, 2008
FROM: General Manager, Parks, Recreation and FILE: 8200-20/BC

Culture

SUBJECT: Invitation to Host the BC Summer Games

RECOMMENDATION
The Parks, Recreation and Culture Department recommends that Council:

1. Approve the submission of an application to the B.C. Games Society for the City of
Surrey to host the BC Summer Games (the “Games”) in 2014; and

2. Approve the inclusion in the application, as required by the B.C. Games Society, of:
a. acommitment of $45,000 for general expenses plus $50,000 of in-kind services
and facilities toward hosting the Games; and
b. acommitment of $45,000 for a full time Games Operations Manager to be
employed by the City for a 9-month period in advance of and during the Games.

BACKGROUND

In August, the City of Surrey received a letter from the BC Games Society inviting Surrey to
apply to host the BC Summer Games or B.C. Winter Games in either 2012 or 2014. These
Games are held every two years.

With the Surrey-based volunteer time that will be absorbed by the Olympic and Paralympic
Games being hosted in VVancouver in 2010, staff holds the view that there will be a greater pool
of volunteers available for the 2014 Summer Games than in 2012. The Games in 2014 are
scheduled for July 17" to July 20™. The deadline for bid submission is December 15, 2008.

A report on the invitation to host the B.C. Games was considered by the Parks and Community
Services Committee at its meeting on September 17", 2008 meeting at which time the
Committee resolved to recommend to City Council that Surrey apply to host the 2014 B.C.
Summer Games with funding commitments as noted in the recommendation section of this
report.



As an aside, the City of Surrey has already submitted a bid to host the BC Disability Games in
2013 (deadline September 30, 2008), which was endorsed by the Parks & Community Services
Committee and approved by City Council. The decision on the BC Disability Games will be
made by the organizing Society in the late fall of this year.

DISCUSSION

The B.C. Games were initiated by the Government of BC in 1978. Since that time, the BC
Games have played an important part in the development of amateur sport and athletes as well as
communities in British Columbia. The purpose of the B.C. Games is to:
e assist in developing B.C. athletes, coaches, and officials in preparation for higher levels
of competition;
e promote interest and participation in athletic and sports activities by the citizens of B.C.;
and
e assist in the development of strong and vibrant communities in the Province.

The Government of BC, through the Ministry of Healthy Living and Sport, will provide
$600,000 for the administration and operation of the 2014 BC Summer Games. As part of the
application process, the prospective hosting community is required to commit resources to the
BC Games. A minimum of $45,000 cash and $50,000 of in-kind services and facilities is
required for the planning and staging of the Summer Games. In addition, the Host Community
must employ a full-time Operations Manager for approximately 9 months in advance of and
during the Games to ensure that the Games are properly planned and managed. It is estimated
that such a position would cost approximately $45,000 for the 9-month period. Planning for the
BC Summer Games typically begins about 2 years prior to the Games.

Typically, the B.C. Summer Games attracts about 3,600 participants and is held over a 4-day
period. One of the benefits to the host community is the significant economic impact that is
created by the athletes and visitors that come to the host city immediately prior to and during the
Games. This economic impact is estimated to be in the range of $2 million to $3 million.

Surrey hosted the BC Summer Games in 1989. These games were very successful in raising
awareness of the abilities of BC athletes and showcasing the City of Surrey as a sport tourism
destination. The City has the capacity to support the Summer Games through an excellent range
of venues, some of which are located in School District facilities. A resolution will be required
from the Board of School District #36, indicating support for the bid application and willingness
to donate the necessary School District facilities during the Games.

The City of Surrey has the capacity to recruit the necessary number of volunteers to ensure a
successful Summer Games through our full time volunteer coordinator and central volunteer
registry, which contains the names of hundreds of willing volunteers.



CONCLUSION
Based on the above discussion, it is recommended that Council:

o Approve the submission of an application to the B.C. Games Society for the City of
Surrey to host the BC Summer Games (the “Games”) in 2014; and

o Approve the inclusion in the application, as required by the B.C. Games Society, of:
o acommitment of $45,000 for general expenses plus $50,000 of in-kind services
and facilities toward hosting the Games; and
o acommitment of $45,000 for a full time Games Operations Manager to be
employed by the City for a 9-month period in advance of and during the Games.

Laurie Cavan
General Manager,
Parks, Recreation and Culture

Appendix A — Letter from the BC Games Society
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Augyst 18, 2008

Har Waorship Mayor Dianne Waits
ity of Surrey

T 4245-55th Avenus

Surmey BC W3IN 342

Dear Mayor Yakts:

©In bahalf of the Government of British Columbia and the BC Games Society. it is our
pleasure o rwite your community to bid to host the following:

v 2012 BCWinter Games
+ 202 BC Summer Games
+ 24 BC Wintar Games

« 2014 B Summer Sames

Yeur community may bid on any or all of lhesa avaflable BC Games, howeayer, ooly one
Games will ba awarded to a community, Please indicats your community's bidding
preference with your submission, should you wish fo apply for mars than one Garnes.

The BC Summer and BC Winter Games have been providing communlly developmant
pppontunities since 1978, Communities that have hosled a BC Summer or BC Wiktter
Germes indicate the Games pravide an amazing rallying point for their citizens whils building
a strong core of knowledgesble volumeers. New confidances emetge and improvad sporl
and recreatlon opportunities remain, The economic impact to & community & also
significant, with $1.73 to §2.2 millicn being spent through the hosting cycle with much of
thase expenditures coming frem families and guests attending the Games.

Tha Ministry of Healthy Living and Sport, through the BC Games Socisty, will provide
approximately 3526000 to each of the succassiy sommunities to host the BC YWinter
Games and approximately $600,000 to sach of the successiul communities to host the BC
Summer Games. BC Games Society staff assist your community in the implementation of
this larpe undertaking threugh proven guidehnes, systems and software. and working with
the key voiunteers all the way through the planning and hosting stages.
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Euhmizeions, as detailed i the snclosed Bid Package, witl be acoepted until
4:00 p.m. on Manday, Decemier 15, 2008 by:

Mr Kaelly Mann
President and CEO
BC Games Society
2040 ~ 58 Fart Streel
Viclorda BC VEBW 3KZ2

B Games Socisty staff will review all submissions and forward thern to the BE Games
Society Board of Directors. The Board of Directors will subenil its recomimendations to the
Minisler Responsible for Sport. Follawing this review, the communities selected as hosts
for these Games wil be arnounced as soon as possile.

Should you have any inquiries regarding the BC Games or guestions about submitting a
bid, please contact Kelly Mann at 2A0-387-1375.

Bas! wishes for a succeesefil bid.

Sincerely,

. ﬂ@&wuw

Wendy Ladner-Beaudry, Co-Chair Frank Lenlo, Co-Chair
BC Games Hockety B Gamas Socary
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