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 Corporate NO:  R252 

 Report COUNCIL DATE:  DECEMBER 3, 2007 

 

 

 

 

 

REGULAR COUNCIL 

TO: Mayor & Council DATE: November 29, 2007 

FROM: Laurie Cavan, General Manager 

Parks, Recreation & Culture 

FILE: 0811-02 

SUBJECT: Measuring Up Initiative 

 

 

 

 RECOMMENDATION 

 

 The Parks, Recreation and Culture Department recommend that Council: 

 

1. Receive this report for information; 

  

2. Support the implementation of the ‘Measuring Up’ Guide (attached as Appendix 

“A”) and the process to assess and increase accessibility and inclusion for people with 

disabilities; and 

 

3. Endorse a partnership with Surrey Association for Community Living to support the 

Measuring Up Initiative. 

 

 

BACKGROUND 
 

In April 2007, the Province announced their investment of $2 million to support 

community projects aimed at increasing accessibility and inclusion for persons with 

disabilities.  The “Measuring Up Accessibility and Inclusion Fund” managed by 2010 

Legacies Now, awarded approximately 70 grants of up to $25,000 to successful 

applicants. 

 

The City of Surrey in partnership with Surrey Association for Community Living was 

awarded $25,000 in support of community projects that are aligned with the Measuring 

Up initiative and the 10 by 10 Challenge contained in the “Measuring Up” Guide.  The 

10 by 10 Challenge was supported by Council on March 12, 2007 (Corporate Report 041 

– attached as Appendix B). 
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The purpose of this funding is to design and implement a comprehensive and meaningful 

plan that addresses inclusion and accessibility.  A committee will be developed that will 

bring together representatives from disability support services, business, economic and 

community leaders.  Their initiative will be to ascertain the degree to which people with 

disabilities are active participants in community life and to support the development of 

programs designed to make improvements where necessary. 

 
The “Measuring Up” Guide, through the process of community consultation, was created 

to “encourage communities to evaluate, with participation from community members, 

how accessible and inclusive their community is now and work together to set goals for 

improvement”.  The City of Surrey is encouraged to use the Guide as a reference point in 

determining the extent to which citizens with disabilities are actively participating in 

community life in the areas of support services, access to information, economic 

participation, and community contribution.  

 

As the 2010 Olympics and Para-Olympics are rapidly approaching, this is an opportune 

time for the City of Surrey to “measure up” and to engage the community and increase 

accessibility and inclusivity within our City.   

 

CONCLUSION 
 

Surrey is enriched by the diversity of its community members, and takes pride in having 

an inclusive and supportive community.  The City is committed to ensuring that a broad 

range of social programs, cultural activities, and recreational opportunities are reasonably 

accessible to all citizens, and that no one group is unduly burdened by negative 

economic, environmental or social impacts, especially for those community members that 

are more vulnerable. 
 

Participating in implementing the „Measuring-up‟ Guide and process ensures that the 

important steps already taken by the City of Surrey and community organizations are 

recognized.  It is also an opportunity to highlight priorities and partnerships for further 

improvements.  The documentation of the „Measuring-Up‟ assessment process is also of 

value for future funding applications and programs that come as a result of this important 

Provincial initiative. 

 

 

  

 

  Laurie Cavan 

  G.M. Parks, Recreation & Culture 

LC/LW/lls 

 

Attachment: 

APPENDIX A:  Measuring Up Guide 

APPEXDIX B:  Corporate Report R041 
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