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TO: Mayor & Council DATE: February 6, 2007 

FROM: General Manager, Parks, Recreation and 
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Manager, Economic Development Office 
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SUBJECT: 2010 Olympic Plan - Update 

 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

It is recommended that Council receive this report and the attached 2010 Olympic Plan as 

information (attached as Appendix 1). 

 

INTENT 
  

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with an overview of the initiatives that 

have taken place to date related to 2010 and to provide information regarding the 

strategies that will be implemented by the City leading up to the 2010 Olympic and 

Paralympic Games. 

 

BACKGROUND 
 

In December 2004, a report entitled “2010 Community Opportunities Strategy” was 

endorsed by Council in order to recognize and establish broad objectives for the 

community and for the City of Surrey to provide economic, cultural, social and sporting 

opportunities for the residents and businesses in Surrey aimed at capitalizing on the 

opportunities and benefits created by the 2010 Winter Olympic and Paralympic Games 

(attached as Appendix 2). 

In December 2005, the “Mayor‟s Committee on the 2010 Olympics” was created.  

Surrey‟s Spirit of BC Community Committee has combined forces with the Mayor‟s 

Committee on 2010; the combined Committee has provided leadership and strategic 

direction in the development of the Surrey‟s Ahead of the Game Olympic Plan and will 

also participate in the future delivery of the various strategies outlined in the Plan. 
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A summary of initiatives and activities to date include the following: 

 

 The Ahead of the Game marketing campaign was developed to position Surrey as a 

leader in Sport Development and a centre of excellence for sport hosting and 

pre-Olympic training.  A “Sport Ventures Information Guide” was developed, 

highlighting our amenities and host experience (attached as Appendix 3).  “We‟re 

Game for Sports” posters were also designed for our facilities to support the Ahead of 

the Game strategy.  

 

 Development of the „Ahead of the Game’ website which includes interactive web 

features that showcase our facilities with 360
0
 panoramic images. 

 

 A Sport Tourism Workshop facilitated by 2010 Legacies Now and Tourism British 

Columbia was hosted in Surrey in June 2005.  Approximately 30 community leaders 

representing local sports groups and associations including the Chambers of 

Commerce and the Surrey Tourism and Convention Association attended the 3-hour 

workshop designed to teach communities how to explore and promote sport tourism. 

 

 An extensive mail-out to all local, Provincial & National sport organizations, 

highlighting our amenities and expressing the City‟s interest in hosting sporting 

events and to provide information regarding the Sport Hosting grant available through 

HostBC.  This letter was translated into four (4) different languages (Korean, 

Chinese, German and French).  This mail-out, which was sent out to a database of 

250 contacts, served to introduce the City of Surrey on an international basis, 

illustrating our available facilities that exist for training opportunities leading up to 

2010 and our interest in hosting sporting events.  

 

 Participation in the 2005, 2006 and 2007 BC Sport Tourism Events Marketplace 

hosted by 2010 Legacies Now provided an opportunity to meet one-on-one with 

various sporting associations regarding possible training and sport hosting.  In 

attendance were members of the sport tourism community including BC community 

tourism representatives and Provincial Sport Organizations.  Key contacts include BC 

Speed Skating, Basketball BC, Softball BC, BC Archery, BC Games Society, 

Wheelchair Basketball & Swimming. 

 

 Participation in Spirit of BC Week 2006 and host to the Provincial launch of 2007 

Spirit of BC Week.  Activities included:  

 Family Skate Day – Skate to Whistler 

 Flag Raising Ceremony 

 Celebrate Literacy 

o Skate for Literacy - promoting the importance of literacy to the 

athletic community 

 Celebrate the Arts Day 

 Launch of SportFit program 
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 Surrey joined the Canadian Sport Tourism Alliance (CSTA).  This national 

association was created in November 2000 through a partnership with the Canadian 

Tourism Commission.  One of CSTA‟s key objectives is to market Canada 

internationally as a preferred sport tourism destination.  The CSTA leverages its 

expertise and leadership as a catalyst to grow the $2 billion a year sport tourism 

industry in Canada, promoting the development of partnerships between events rights 

holders and host cities.  Membership includes access to their database which 

identifies Surrey facilities on the CSTA website. 

 

 Surrey hosted the following events in 2005 and 2006 : 

 

 Canadian Short Track Speed Skating Championship  

 Canadian Rhythmic Gymnastics Championships 

 Canadian International Badminton Open  

 Canada Cup Trampoline and Tumbling Championship 

 BC Gymnastics Championships 

 Canadian Cerebral Palsy Sports – Boccia National Championship 

 Kabaddi Tournament opening 

 BC Soccer Association and Surrey Youth Soccer – Tournament of Champions 

 BMX – BC Cup final 

 BMX – National Ranking Race 

 Canada Cup International Fastpitch Tournament 

 Little League Basement Canadian Championship 

 National Championships hosted by Canadian Soccer Association 

 Vancouver Mainland Football League Finals 

 Canada Winter Games Qualifying Speed Skating Competition 

 

 Cultural Olympiad 

 Received over $64,000 in funding from ArtsNow (2010 Legacies Now). 

 Projects include: 

 Whalley Lantern Festival 

 Award winning Remixx/Youth Median Gallery 

 First Nations Carving Project. 

 Surrey Arts Centre, Arts Council and ArtsNow teamed together to host a 

grant writing workshop in Surrey which covered a range of topics including 

local, Provincial and Federal funding opportunities and discussion regarding 

organizational capacity building, budget planning and grant writing. 

 

 Volunteer Training 

 A survey was conducted to determine the community needs and a training 

plan has been developed based on these results. 

 Training targeted at the intercultural community to increase participation in 

the ethnic community. 

 Training opportunities have been developed to roll out in 2007 (adult 

leadership training). 
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 20% by 2010 

 Surrey joined the Provincial challenge in July 2005. 

 Developed a 3-year plan to achieve the 20% increase in physical activity by 

2010 as endorsed by City Council.  We are working with the British 

Columbia Recreation and Parks Association (BCRPA) and 2010 ActNow to 

track and measure the increase in physical activity.  

 The City participated in the „Move for Health‟ Day – May 10, 2006. 

 

 2006 Torino Games 

 The Games in Torino provided an opportunity to showcase Surrey and its 

sports hosting capabilities to key members of various national and 

international sport governing bodies, promoting not only winter sports, but 

also a variety of non-winter sports. 

 Hosted a Surrey Showcase Reception at BC Canada Place with over 60 guests 

representing 10 countries. 

 

 Economic Development 

 Facilitated four 2010 Procurement Workshop geared to catalyze the small 

business sector to take advantage of business opportunities related to 2010.   

 Featured keynote speaker, John Furlong, CEO of the Vancouver Organizing 

Committee for the 2010 Olympic & Paralympic Games at the Mayor‟s 

Breakfast on May 18
th

, 2006. 

 Established working relationship with 2010 Commerce Centre resulting in: 

 endorsement of a commerce centre/business counselling office at City 

Hall 

 inclusion of Surrey‟s business database in the 2010 Commerce 

Centre‟s international business network database. 

 

BUDGET 

 

In 2004, Council endorsed the 2010 Community Opportunities Strategy which allocated 

$100,000 in one-time funding and $20,000 per year (2006-2010) from the Council 

Initiative Fund for the purpose of capitalizing on the opportunities and benefits available 

as a result of the 2010 Olympic and Paralympic Games.  In addition to this prior funding 

commitment, the following has been approved for 2010 Opportunities as part of the 2007 

budget: 

 

Part Time staff assistance  $33,000 

Sport Development  $25,000 

Funding for Other Opportunities (i.e. Spirit of BC week, Volunteer 

Development, Marketing Initiatives, community engagement events) 

 

 $42,000 

 TOTAL  $100,000 
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As such, the total annual funding for 2010 Opportunities is $120,000.  These resources 

will be utilized to implement the attached 2010 Olympic Plan. 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

The overall intent of the attached 2010 Olympic Plan is to engage the community in 

opportunities related to the Games and encourage ongoing participation in physical 

activity, sport, volunteerism, arts and culture leading up to, during and following the 

Olympics.  The Plan will also position Surrey‟s business community to benefit from 

economic opportunities related to the Games.  As new opportunities and initiatives come 

forward, the City of Surrey‟s Olympic Plan will be adjusted to respond to these emerging 

opportunities. 

 

 

 

 

Donna Jones    Laurie Cavan 

Manager, Economic Development Office  General Manager, 

   Parks, Recreation and Culture 

 

JR:dlg 
 

Attachments 

Appendix 1 2010 Olympic Plan 

Appendix 2 Corporate Report R304 – 2010 Community Opportunities Strategy 

Appendix 3 Sport Ventures Information Guide 
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