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Whalley Libraries Across Time

by Laurie J. Cooke

Whalley now has a stunning Bing Thom
designed library facility neighbouring the
future new city hall and Simon Fraser
University. But in the past, Whalley
libraries found homes in adopted build-
ings and shared facilities with the most
unlikely partners!

Before the early fifties, Whalley residents
relied on a bookmobile that made a
number of stops in the area, including
the “Empire Gardens” Chinese restaurant
on Wednesday afternoons. By 1952, the
removal of tolls on the Pattullo Bridge
led to a dramatic rise in North Surrey’s
population. A local library was needed.

The Fraser Valley Regional Library
System opened the first Whalley branch
two years later. In the 1955 Surrey Year
Book, the library address is listed as
Smith’s Men’s Wear Store. The shop and
library shared the same space, but did
they wear the same hats?

The next move took the library out
of the retail sector and into a former
school building. Located on the east

side of King George Highway at 108
Avenue, this spot also housed a munici-
pal sub-station.

In 1973, the Whalley Library shifted
again to the west side of King George,
into a two storey building at 10667-
135A Street. The library was on the

main floor underneath a few apartments.

When the bathtubs or sinks overflowed
upstairs, the library staff had to use gar-
bage cans to catch the water!

1977 saw yet another move, this time
into a former plumbing supply store at
10347-135 Street, the location we've all
known for the past 34 years. This refit-
ted building was opened by a number
of officials, including Bill Vander Zalm,
Minister of Human Resources at the
time. Six years later in 1983, Surrey
residents voted to have their own library
system and the existing Whalley branch
became part of the new “Surrey Public
Library” system.

Community diversity made Whalley a
natural home for SPLs first multilingual

New City Centre Library

Previous Whalley Library

collection in 1986. Another Surrey first
was the Whalley Library’s free 1-on-1
computer training sessions. In 2003, with
generous help from the Rotary Club,

the program If You Give a Kid a Muffin
paired nutritious snacks with story times
for local children and is still going strong.
The new City Centre Library offers

a chance for even more innovation in
library services.

The last old building may be gone now
but the stories remain. From a restaurant
stop to men’s wear, school yards, works
yards and plumbing shops, the library
now has a dedicated and worthy home,
one so very suitable for the vibrant
downtown core of Canada’s fastest grow-

ing city.

Contact Us!

The Cloverdale Library and
Genealogy Centre is located at:

5642-176A Street

Genealogy research assistance is avail-
able during the following hours:

Mon-Fri:  9:30am—4:30pm
Saturday: 10:00am—5:00pm

Phone: (604) 598-7329
Fax: (604) 598-7321
Email: genealogy@surrey.ca

www.surreylibraries.ca



W Fraser Valley Heritage Railway Society

Heritage Rail Moving to Cloverdale

by Ray Hudson

In 2011 we celebrated ten years as a
society, and after eight years at Sullivan
Station, Surrey Council asked us to relo-
cate to Cloverdale, the historic centre of
Surrey. In January 2011 the City allocat-
ed $2.9 million towards the construction
of a new and larger car barn on property
next to the rail right-of-way, connect the
new barn to the existing spur line and
commence operations.

So now we start the next 10 years with

a new home address of 5554-176 Street
across from the Red Barn. Preparation to
install the site services for storm drains
and other services on the property is
already complete. There had originally
been an expectation that the project
would be further along by now, however
unexpected contaminated soil conditions
have delayed the start date of the new
barn. Completion date remains Spring of
2012.

We have a wonderful design for the car
barn by Sitelines Architecture that is
larger (three bays), has a concrete floor,
workshop, lunch room, washroom and a
future shower. Most importantly we will
have fire protection sprinklers through-
out the barn. Sewer and water services
are also being installed to connect to the
future Cloverdale Station.

The replica Cloverdale Station will be
community funded by our “Cloverdale
to Sullivan” fundraising campaign, and
will be based on the original blueprints
and situated as near as possible to the
original station location. The station will
become the focal point for all public
activities, will have a central office and
restroom area with meeting and event
presentation rooms on either side. The
passenger waiting room, at 20 by 20 feet,
will double as a meeting room, while the
other balancing room will house displays
of artifacts and memorabilia donated to
the FVHRS, representing the history of
the BC Electric Railway.

The new barn will be of similar construc-
tion to the Sullivan Barn, however, will
be larger to house Cars 1225, 1304, and
Car 30 “Clover Belle” until it can be
restored for use in a new streetcar project
in downtown Cloverdale. The car barn,
unlike Sullivan, will rarely be open to the
public, instead functioning as the work-
shop, restoration and storage facility it is
intended to be.

Surrey has big things planned for
Cloverdale in the future and so we have
included space to house “Clover Belle”
We have allocated space on the site for
future car barn expansion for the street-
car operations.

Cloverdale Station, Cars 1225 and 1304

Now that the work to remove the con-
taminated soil has been successfully
completed, the Lark Group with RDM
Enterprises have completed the pre-
construction site services work. We now
hope to start operations during the sum-
mer of 2012.

For more information, check out the
Fall/Winter 2011 Newsletter on our web-
site and stay tuned as we move into our
new era of operations.

Cloverdale Station car barn

Contact Us!
Allen Aubert: 604.538.961 |

www.fvhrs.org


www.fvhrs.org

M Green Timbers Heritage Society

The Society Through the Years

by Ellen Edwards

The Members of the Green Timbers
Heritage Society were very active during
the first ten years, clearing trails, remov-
ing blackberry vines, building bridges
and picking up litter. The Fish and Game
Club got involved with stocking Green
Timbers Lake, and many plantings took
place to return the cleared area to forest.
Trails were named after trees and shrubs
along the path: Trillium Loop, Moss,
Salal, Hemlock, Yew.

Former President, Wady Lehmann was

a tireless leader. The job became too
much for the aging members, so GTHS
negotiated with our colleagues at the
City of Surrey. The City has always

been our major contributor, but needed
more money to meet their goals for
Parks in the summer. Federal govern-
ment Summer Youth Programs and the
City of Surrey have sponsored the SNAP
Program now for the past 10 years. Peter
Maarsman, Past President, wrote many
motivating proposals and we are thank-
ful for the many grants received from

Vancity Credit Union, Evergreen Home
Depot, gaming funds, and Sunnyside
Acres.

The young people hired for the summer
have been marvelous! Each year they
complete a high volume of work, main-
taining trails, removing invasive species
and tons of garbage, educating the pub-
lic, planting trees in neighbouring areas,
and the staff of the active Surrey Nature
Centre provide wonderful summer day
camps to educate children about the
importance of the forest.

Our 2011 SNAP Team (pictured below)
removed 150 cubic metres of invasive
plants from 26 natural areas, 13 cubic
metres of garbage, planted and cared for
240 trees, kept the Green Timbers lake-
shore clean. And that is rain or shine!

They canvassed 1370 homes, educat-
ing about yard waste and recycling.
SNAP workers set up kiosks at three
Sikh gurudwaras re yard waste strate-
gies. Kiosks were also set up at 15 special

events, reaching 5000 people. These
young experts assessed about 5,000
boulevard trees, improved tree wells,
and educated neighbours about effective
watering strategies.

Our EcoRanger volunteers put in 236
hours educating people on the trails
about dogs, bikes and garbage. Soon
everyone will know how to care best for
our Green Timbers Forest.

We still have 560 acres to maintain. And
we need YOU to continue to do this
important work. Every facet is important,
from motivating children to love the for-
est, to planting more trees.

Soon we shall be planning our 12¢th
SNAP program for 2012. It is a great
opportunity for our Surrey youth to par-
ticipate.

We hope to see you walking on the trails
this winter and spring, enjoying the fresh
air, the tall trees, and the natural envi-
ronment. Thank you so much for your
commitment toward preservation of the
Green Timbers Urban Forest.

Contact Us!

Watch for Green Timbers Heritage
Society speaker meetings coming
up in March and May 2010. For in-
formation on these or on becoming
a member of Green Timbers Heri-
tage Society, please contact:

Ellen Edwards (604) 526-1265
ellenonpine@shaw.ca
Mailing Address:

c/o Surrey Nature Centre
14255-96 Avenue
Surrey, BC V3V 772

www.greentimbers.ca


www.greentimbers.ca

B Ocean Park Community Association

The Howard Family

by Shirley Stonier
Source: Connie & Dan McKeigan

Jessie Howard first came to Ocean Park,
where her brother owned land, in 1916.
She was widowed in 1917. Peter Wright
gave his sister property on what would
become Howard Road and Ferndale
Road. Jessie brought up her own five
children, Tommy, Milton, Leslie, Jessie
and Margaret, as well as three other
gitls, Connie, Hazel and Dorothy. Mrs.
Howard also fostered children for the
Children’s Aid to help with her income.

The family spent winters in Vancouver,
coming out to Ocean Park for the first
time each year at Easter. The trip out

by train with their supplies ended at the
cliff, now the 1001 Steps. Then they
walked along the trail now known as
Ocean Park Road. That first trip was
always arduous, as the children had to re-
cut their way through the overgrown trail
(now 14B Avenue) to ‘Ferndale’, where

Jessie had the house built.

They would come out on weekends until
school holidays, then move in for the
season. This time many supplies were
brought for the summer, and Broatch’s
hay wagon would be used to haul the
supplies and baggage for the summer vis-
itors and Camp Kwomais campers from
the railway up the hill.

In the fall, Aubrey Stevens would cart the
Howards’ Ocean Park grown vegetables
and other goods back to the Vancouver
bound train. ‘Ferndale’ (adjoining Welch
Road) overlooked the water across the
western grounds of Camp Kwomais, and
Connie remembers she and her sister
clearing brush in front of the house each
year to ensure the best view. The area
included a swamp and smudge pots were
kept going to stave off the worst effects
of the mosquitoes. The frogs sang their
songs each night.

There was much work to be done each
summer, trees to be cleared, and the
huge garden (100 feet by 100 feet) to be
tended so the family had a winter sup-
ply of potatoes and other vegetables. The
sweet peas grew as tall as their mother.
Wood was sawn with the cross cut saw
and chopped to dry for the fires the next
year as wood stoves were the only source
for heating and cooking.

Son Tommy was tragically killed when
he fell from a tree. A forest fire, rag-

ing through Ocean Park burnt the edge
of Jessie’s house. The family went to

the open air chapel at the Camp each
Sunday. Connie remembers Dr. Willin, a
holidaying minister, walking across their
land to get to the Camp. The children

found Indian relics in Camp Kwomais.

Mrs. Howard bought additional prop-
erty for $25 and organized the building
of two other houses on Howard Road:
‘Resthaven’ and ‘Melrose’. Jessie Howard,
although widowed, could still provide
for her family. The family maintained
links to the community. Daughter Jessie
(Stewart) was the teacher at Crescent
School (Annex) for many years. Hazel
married into the Laronde family.
Connie, who stayed with her mother in
Vancouver to help raise the fostered chil-
dren, married and moved to Ocean Park
in 1949 with husband Angus McKeigan
and the first two of their four sons.

Jessie Howard died in 1950 at 84, and
left ‘Ferndale’ to the McKeigans who
winterized it for a permanent home.
Although, still without water, it had elec-
tricity. Dan recalls the huge stump in the
yard, cut off 12 feet above the roots, but
still 18 feet in circumference. It provided
room for many children to stand togeth-
er, before jumping to the ground.

' I

Early Pest Control
By Anne Helps

At an April, 1929 meeting of

the Ocean Park Community
Association, “it was decided to have
the children in the community
gather caterpillar [sic] rings, and that
we pay 10 cents a 100, and a bonus
to the ones having the highest num-
ber of rings.” Mr. Davis agreed to
collect the money to pay for this ser-
vice. He also volunteered to do the
counting and to destroy the ‘rings’
brought in.

Regrettably, there’s no record if this
was a one-day event or extended
over a period of time, or of who
specifically participated, but the
children must have been very indus-
trious about their task. The May,
1929 minutes record that 5,901 cat-
erpillar rings were turned in and that
Mr. Davis, in addition to the money
for the rings, also paid out a bonus
of 50 cents. (’'m sure there’s a math
problem just waiting to be solved in
all this but someone else is going to
have to do it!)

Contact Us!

For more information about the
Ocean Park Community Association,
visit:

www.oceanparkca.ca


http://www.oceanparkca.ca

B Sunnyside Acres Heritage Society

Sunnyside Acres History

by Dr. Roy Strang

The following information was kindly
supplied by David Sparks, a Sunnyside
Acres Heritage Society member who, before
retirement, worked for the City of Surrey.
He has given us a very exhaustive history
of the South Surrey Peninsula. The infor-
mation in this short article represents a
very small portion of what is contained in
his submission.

In 1866 the Royal Engineers com-
menced a detailed survey of the lands
in the Lower Fraser Valley that were
deemed to be useful for settlement.
The Colonial Government, as did its
successor the Provincial Government
after 1871, placed these lands , which
were sparsely occupied, on the market
for sale or pre-emption (commonly
called ‘homesteading’) in order to
attract new settlers, develop the land,
and most importantly, place the land
on the Tax Rolls.

The 70,000 acres, comprising what
today is known as the Sunnyside
Peninsula, were covered with stands of
very large Douglas-fir and yellow cedar.
In 1893 15 trees were cut in one day,
yielding 15 timbers 4 feet square and
105 feet long; 2 trees yielded pieces 8
feet square and 55 feet long. All were
shipped to the USA.

Surrey was incorporated as a munici-
pality in 1879. A plan of that time
discloses that most of the section-sized
lots south of the Nicomekl were already
pre-empted. Logging started in earnest
in 1885 when Gilley Brothers of New
Westminster acquired a timber permit
over parts of the area on both sides of
the Nicomekl River. Oxen, and later
horses, were used to drag the logs to
the river to be floated to a sawmill on
the river’s edge. In 1889 the Royal City
Railway Company laid tracks from

approximately 24 Avenue and 152
Street to a mill on the Little Campbell
River near the present Hazelmere Golf
and Country Club. The steam engine
used on that line was the first in British
Columbia and it subsequently oper-
ated on various logging railroads on the
South Coast.

A number of railroads were built over
the next 20 years. The Vancouver and
Southern Railway built a line from Port
Kells through Cloverdale, west to Mud
Bay, thence to Crescent Beach. A short
line ran from a point in the vicinity of
24 Avenue and 140 Street to Blackie
Spit. In 1912 the Campbell River
Lumber Company mill was built and
operated until 1929. By that time the
available first growth had been harvested
and the second growth was uneconomi-
cal resulting in the mill being shutdown
and 300 employees laid off.

Access was a problem as roads were
either nonexistent or so crude and
rudimentary as to be impractical. The
Sunnyside Peninsula was served by
water access to wharves at White Rock,
Crescent Beach and various locations
on the Little Campbell, Nicomekl and
Serpentine Rivers.

In the years following 1900 logging con-
tinued until almost all of the market-
able timber was removed. When David
Sparks first saw these lands in 1939 they
were largely overgrown with underbrush
and a few uncut and second growth
trees. Most of this uncleared land was
recovered by the Municipality as Tax
Sale lands. Lack of road access and
water supply, coupled with plenty of
inventory all over the Lower Mainland,
made these lands virtually unsalable, in
spite of the municipality’s efforts to get
the properties on the tax rolls.

One of the proposals was that the prop-
erty be developed as an airport, however
as it was completely unsuitable for that
use, that idea was abandoned, as was a
later suggestion that a golf course would
be a good use for the land.

Finally Sunnyside Acres was passed

over to the Surrey Parks and Recreation
Department who undertook the devel-
opment of the athletic facilities and pro-
vided school sites for Semiahmoo High
School and Geo. M. Thrift Elementary
Schools after the parcels closest to 16
Avenue were sold off for housing.

The proposal in the early 1980s to
develop the present Forest area into a
golf course and housing galvanized a
group of people to bring it to the pub-
lic’s attention, which resulted in the
campaign which resulted in it being
declared an Urban Forest.

Contact Us!

For information on Sunnyside Acres
Heritage Society, please contact:
Ron Meadley (President)

(604) 535-0542

www.sunnysideacres.ca


www.sunnysideacres.ca

N Surrey Heritage Advisory Commission

Kensington Prairie Elementary

Submitted by Lesley Tannen

The hundreds of families and students
who have passed through the doors of
Kensington Prairie School since 1914
could not have foreseen the changes in
Surrey, but they would be happy with the
re-purposed use of the school in 2011.

The September 24th official opening

of the Kensington Prairie Community
Center celebrates the effort, passion and
collaboration of the City of Surrey and
some very dedicated community-minded
citizen advocates.

In 1887 there were only three schools
in the municipality of Surrey. One

was Kensington Prairie School. It was
originally located at 40 Avenue and 168
Street on land donated by E. “Grandpa”
Parr and opened with 12 students. The
school was relocated to Brown Road (32
Avenue) and re-opened in 1914.

KPS became a focal point for the neigh-
bourhood. By 1945 the Parent-Teacher
Association helped with Halloween and
Christmas events, a Fall Bazaar and
Spring Family Fun. It brought in speak-
ers, put on film nights and even spon-
sored a dental clinic.

Enrollment climbed, so the school was
put on shifts and some students were
transported to other schools. By 1956 a
separate three-room annex was built. By
1961 five staff taught about 175 students
and the PTA had 62 members.

But school enrollments follow settlement
patterns and in 2006 KPS had only 102
students. When the school was decom-
missioned the future of the building and
site were uncertain.

Marck Figueira, a parent and former stu-
dent was quoted by the Now newspaper
as saying that “To close this school would

be a tragedy for this area.”!

Ted Hewlett, noted that, “...We've

no community centre or historic sites
around here.”? According to Hewlett the
rapid growth in Surrey creates a greater

demand for parks and playgrounds and
restoring this site would help meet this
demand.

Area parents, residents and former stu-
dents felt so strongly about the school
that they formed the Society to Save the
Kensington Prairie Site. Members wanted
to preserve the heritage school with its
“small-school” culture.

On February 21, 2008, the City and the
Surrey Board of Education announced
the largest land swap for both bod-

ies, which included the City acquiring
Kensington Prairie School. Later that

fall the Surrey Council voted to “...
approve in principle the adaptive reuse of
Kensington Prairie School ... as a com-
munity centre...”

George Singh noted that this agreement
between the City and the School District
was creative and “it didn’t cost the tax-
payers any money.” *

After Council designated the historic
building as a Protected Heritage Site in
2009, Cultural Spaces Canada, part of
Heritage Canada, announced it would
contribute $200,000 toward the renova-
tion of the 1914 building. The grant
required that the end use had to include
heritage function.

So, what is significant about KPS?
Jacqueline O’Donnell, Surrey Heritage
Services Manager, says, “it is such a
unique building in that the adaptive
reuse as a community centre returns it to
its original function as a place for chil-
dren and families—the school, the church
and the store were the center of com-
munities.”

It is the “very first pilot site for Heritage
extension programs for children [in
Surrey] especially 35 year olds. One
goal in Parks, Recreation & Culture is to
decentralize service. It is wonderful for
this to happen in a designated heritage
site and that we get to experience how

built and cultural heritage can be sup-
ported and revitalized together.”

The restoration process uncovered some
surprises. The City and contractors
should receive kudos for recognizing the
value and quality of these discoveries. As
a result the porch, stone work and win-
dows were also restored.

Programs began in the annex in February
2011 with the launch of a wonderful
children’s series to explore historic chil-
dren’s books including Curious George,
Beatrix Potter and Bonsoir Madeline.
The Summer programs moved over to
the main school building.

1914 School opened at present location
1945 Parent-Teacher Association formed
1946 Electric power installed

1956 Three-room annex was built

1961 Five staff and 175 students enrolled

2006 Enrolment dropped to 102 and
SD 36 decommissioned KPS

2008 KPS transferred from SD36 to the
City of Surrey

2009 Site designated a Protected
Heritage Site

1. Now Newspaper, Marisa Babic
2. Peach Arch News, February 8, 2008, Alan Campbell
3. Now Newspaper, Feb 26, 2008, Marisa Babic

Contact Us!

The Surrey Heritage Advisory
Commission meets once per month.
The City’s Legislative Services
Department forwards requests for
delegation.

For more information on Surrey’s
Heritage Register, go to:

www.surrey.ca/heritage

Click on: Heritage Sites in Surrey

R SURREY



B City of Surrey

Urban Forestry & Environment

Environmental Extravaganza

by Colleen Gillespie

This year marks Surrey’s 15th annual
Environmental Extravaganza, a unique
partnership between the City of Surrey
and local community groups, all with the
goal of connecting residents with their
natural environment.

The environmental community comes
together to host six weeks of free family
events and programs, building greater
environmental awareness and celebrat-
ing nature in the City! The Extravaganza
kicks off each April with an Earth Day
Celebration and wraps up in June with
World Ocean Day, with dozens of varied
events and programs in between.

Opver the past 15 years, thousands of resi-
dents have participated in hundreds of
events including nature walks, gardening
workshops, tree planting, park clean ups,
salmon releases into local streams, and
field trips for local schools. Hundreds of
community members have volunteered
their time to share their knowledge with
event participants. Best of all, all pro-
grams in the Environmental Extravaganza
are free of charge and open to everyone.

Some of the Environmental Extrava-
ganza’s annual highlights include:

Nature Walks

Throughout the Extravaganza partici-
pants can go on a variety of nature walks

to discover Surrey’s wonderful parks and
their inhabitants. Walk locations include
Sunnyside Acres Urban Forest, Green

Programs

Timbers Urban Forest, Surrey Lake Park,
Blackie Spit Park and many more! All

of these walks are led by knowledgeable
guides who are happy to explore the park
and lend their expertise. Walks are held
in both English and Mandarin.

Surrey’s parks range from forest to
meadow to shore; this variety of habitats
creates a very active bird community. For
those participants wanting to learn more
about the birds that call Surrey home
there are several bird and owl walks—an

exciting adventure for all as you never

Arbor Day

Held each year in early May, Surrey’s
Arbor Day Celebration brings together
hundreds of residents to plant up to 50
large shade trees in a neighbourhood
park. Volunteers young and old get their
hands dirty and are rewarded with a fun
day of free music and activities, not to
mention the feeling of satisfaction know-
ing they’ve made a difference in their
community!

know what you will see!

For more information about the
Environmental Extravaganza, including
this year’s schedule of events, visit www.
surrey.ca/extravaganza or call the Surrey
Nature Centre.

Hatchery Open Houses and
Fish Releases

Each year spawning salmon make the

remarkable journey from the ocean to

their natal streams to spawn; in Surrey,

we are fortunate to have several streams Contact Us!

that bear witness to this amazing feat. We
& The Surrey Nature Centre at Green

Timbers provides a range of edu-
cational programs for all ages. For
information about upcoming pro-
grams and events, please contact us.

14255-96 Avenue
604-502-6065

are also fortunate to have several hatcher-
ies, streamkeepers and other dedicated
volunteer groups that are committed

to these spawning salmon. Throughout
the Extravaganza participants have the
opportunity to release salmon into learn
more about these amazing fish.

www.surrey.ca/naturematters

L SURREY
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EVENTS ‘%,

Riding the Rails

Enjoy an afternoon of old-time railway
fun! Join collectors, see model trains,
enjoy displays, make crafts to take
home, and sign up for a lecture.
Saturday, February 25 1:00pm-4:00pm
All ages, by donation

Easter Fair

Join in Easter fun for the family with
spring crafts and holiday games for the
little ones. Learn about the real Easter
Bunny and friends as you discover
local wildlife and meet rescue animals,
from rabbits to reptiles and an assort-
ment of dogs and parrots.

Saturday, April 7 1:00pm-4:00pm
All ages, by donation

Spring Break Family
PlayCamp
All Aboard!

Steam into the Surrey Museum
Station for train-themed family
fun! Trains were an important way
to move people and goods in
early Surrey. Play with props and
touchable artifacts and create train
crafts as you explore our railway
history.

Tuesdays—Fridays

March 13-16, March 20-23
10:30am-12:30pm %

All ages, by donation

SURREY MUSEUM

17710-56A Avenue, Surrey
604-592-6956

HOURS:

Tuesdays-Fridays, 9:30am-5:30pm
Saturdays: 10am-5pm

Admission sponsored by the Museum
Friends Society.

Visit the Museum at
www.surrey.ca/heritage

,llSU'ﬁREv

Discover the unexpected at the Surrey
Museum! Whether it’s an intriguing
new exhibit, galleries which tell
Surrey’s stories in exciting ways,
programs that help kids explore their
world, or a chance to try your hand at
a new craft, the Museum will surprise
and delight you!

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

Adults

Weaving-Level 1

Make a beautiful woven sampler and a
unique scarf, in this inspiring and cre-
ative class as you learn the basics of this
age-old art. Supply fees not included.

7 sessions $123 (16+yrs)

Saturday, March 24 10:00am-1:00pm

Past Pens: The World of Jane Austen
Spend an afternoon over tea learning
about Jane Austen, her writing, life and
times, the travel, dress, dance and eti-
quette of the period. Explore why her writ-
ing continues to intrigue us. Partnership
with Jane Austen Society of North
America (JASNA) Vancouver Region.

1 session $10 (16+yrs)
Saturday, March 31

-~

1:30pm-3:30pm

There’'s So Much More!

These are just a few of the pro-
grams for children and adults at
the Surrey Museum! Click on the
links to find out more.

Museum Public Programs
Museum Textile Programs

J

BC Electric: More Than Just a Tram
Explore the new possibilities electric-
ity brought to Surrey. In 1910 the BC
Electric Railway officially opened its
line connecting New Westminster to
Chilliwack, running through Surrey for
four decades. The arrival of electricity
also paved the way for new industry
and technology, powering lumber mills
and lighting our homes. Presented
in partnership with The Fraser Valley
Heritage Railway Society and the
Chilliwack Museum.

On display February 7-March 24

Children

Thinking Caps Club: Ancient Chinese
Technology

From making paper and printing, to
compasses and abacuses, kids dis-
cover the genius of Ancient China as
they make crafts, including a Chinese
fire clock.

1 session $6.50 (6-10yrs)
Saturday, February 18
Saturday, March 31

2:00pm-3:30pm
2:00pm-3:30pm

NEW! HERITAGE EXTENSION
PROGRAMS

Held at Kensington Prairie
Community Centre, 16824-32 Ave
10:30am-12noon OR 12:30pm-2:00pm

1 session $9.75 (3-6yrs)

* Curious Like George
Tuesdays bheginning February 7

* Passports for Preschoolers
Tuesdays beginning March 13

EXHIBITION

Unsinkable: Remembering the
Titanic, 1912-2012

This exhibit marks the 100th anniver-
sary of the launch and sinking of the
infamous luxury liner Titanic. Learn
about life on board this “unsinkable”
ship and the tragic tales of those who
found themselves affected by this icon-
ic event. Remarkable accounts of sur-
vival will be told of those aboard the ill-
fated “ship of dreams”. In partnership
with Vancouver Maritime Museum.

On display April 10-June 12

Please pre-register by calling 604.592.6956


http://www.surrey.ca/culture-recreation/4832.aspx
http://www.surrey.ca/culture-recreation/4833.aspx
http://www.surrey.ca/culture-recreation/2366.aspx
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PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

Spring Break Camps

12:30pm-3:00pm
1 session $8 (6—10yrs)

Anne of Avonlea

Spend the afternoon like Canada’s
cherished heroine Anne Shirley. Wash
laundry, prepare treats and set the
table for afternoon tea.

Tuesday, March 13 or 20

Treasure Island

Arr, mateys! Treasure Island is back by
popular demand. Spin the pirate wheel,
hunt for treasure, and barter for cool
pirate swag.

Wednesday, March 14 or 21

Wind in the Willows
Relive the escapades of Mole, Rat and
Toad! Explore the woods, learn how
to row, and make a colorful kite to fly
along the river bank.

Thursday, March 15 or 22

Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

Set off on an adventure like Huck Finn
did over a century ago. Prepare a snack
for the trail, build a shelter, and learn
about life on the river.

Friday, March 16 or 23

Children

Beautiful Bonnets

Get ready for Easter! Bring a grownup
and create your own colorful Easter
bonnet like children did years ago.
Decorate a cookie, receive a goodie
bag and sample traditional treats.

1 session $10 (6+yrs)

Saturday, March 31 1:00pm-3:00pm

HISTORIC STEWART FARM

13723 Crescent Road, Surrey
604-592-6956

Tuesday-Friday, 10am—-4pm
Saturday-Sunday, 12 noon-4pm
Entrance by Donation

Visit the Stewart Farm at
www.surrey.ca/heritage

Adults
Get Back in the Garden!

Orchard Pruning Il

Polish your pruning skills in the heri-
tage orchard. Mary Dunn will supervise
and assist with your activities as you
prune dormant fruit trees. Must have
completed Orchard Pruning |.

1 session $20 (16yrs+)
Saturday, February 25  12:30pm-3:30pm
Basic Pruning

Learn basic principles and techniques
for pruning all your trees, shrubs and
perennials. Expert Mary Dunn will also
cover tool selection and care in a morn-
ing lecture at the farm. Afternoon field
trip to Darts Hill Garden (transportation
not included).

1 session $40 (16 yrs+)
Saturday March 10 9:30am-3:30pm
Sustainable Gardening Workshop
Learn how to garden in harmony with
nature. Find out more about creating
healthy soil, composting, and labour-
saving techniques to reduce watering
and weeding.

1 session $10 (16yrs+)

Saturday, March 24 1:00pm-3:00pm

There are more gardening workshops!
Call 604-592-6956 for info on Spring
gardening programs.

-
There’'s So Much More!
These are just a few of the pro-
grams for children and adults at
the Farm! Click on the links to find
out more.

Stewart Farm Programs

G J

,I SURREY

Shake off the stress of modern living
with a visit to the farm. Bring a picnic
to share with family or friends, tour the
heritage farmhouse with a costumed
guide, enjoy a stroll through the heritage
gardens, or take a nature walk along
scenic park trails. Join us for seasonal
special events, heritage activities and
workshops.

Heritage Sites Bus Tour

Journey into the past and celebrate
Surrey’s history! Get a special glimpse
into Surrey’s unique architectural, nat-
ural and cultural sites. Then return to
the Farm to enjoy tea and treats.

1 session $18 (16yrs+)

Saturday, February 18 11:00am-4:00pm

EVENTS 2,

Seedy Saturday

Get a great start on this year’s garden
at the Stewart Farm’s annual seed
and plant sale and seed exchange.
Purchase heritage vegetable, flower
and herb seeds, fruit trees and nurs-
ery plants. Master Gardeners, BC Fruit
Testers and a bee expert will be on site
to answer your gardening questions.
Saturday, April 14 11:00am-3:00pm
All ages, by donation

Please pre-register by calling 604.592.6956


http://www.surrey.ca/culture-recreation/4835.aspx
http://www.surrey.ca/culture-recreation/2366.aspx

11

SURREY ARCHIVES

17671-56 Avenue
604-502-6459

HOURS:
Tuesdays-Fridays, 9:30am-5:30pm
Saturdays: 10am-5pm

| .

SUMREY AACHINES

S P T enn bl o]
5;.‘ *'#if};?.!" e Visit the Surrey Archives at

S :
www.surrey.ca/heritage
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Flashback!

What was going on in Surrey 25, 50, 75 and 100 years ago? Let’s have a quick look!
All population figures are approximations.

1912: Surrey opened its new Municipal Hall in Cloverdale at a cost just under
$12,000. Today, it is one of Surrey’s premier heritage buildings. Check out our
website for a closer look at the history of the “1912 Hall.”

Population: 3000

1937: The Pattullo Bridge opened as a toll bridge on
November 15. It was hailed as a nice and spacious
bridge (really!), as compared to the old top deck of the
1904 Rail Bridge, which was less than 20 feet wide!

Population: 13,000

1962: Surrey opened a new Municipal
Hall at Highway 10 and King George.
The former Municipal Hall (1912 Hall)
was converted to house the R.C.M.P.
Hurricane Freda caused consider-
able damage in Surrey and the Lower
Mainland.

Population: 72,000

1987: Two remnants from Expo 86 come to Surrey. the Kodak Bowl became the
Stetson Bowl at the Cloverdale Fairgrounds while the Expo Pole made its way to
Guildford and Guildford’s massive flag was born!

Population: 225,000

Got a research question, but
can’t make it to the Archives?
E-mail the reference staff:

ani] g
archives@surrey.ca o584 '
and] L

*SHIMSNYV VIAIHL
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The Surrey Archives is the place to
discover one-of-a-kind documents,
maps and photographs. Research
historians, students of all ages, and
curious browsers interested in local
history will find something to captivate
their attention and answer questions
about Surrey’s past.

Surrey Trivia

The Reference Specialist is a big
trivia fan and welcomes your
questions. You're invited to try
and stump him!

True or False:
1. Surrey is older than Vancouver.

2. Surrey'’s first municipal hall was
built in Cloverdale.

3. Ocean Park’s post office was
once considered to be the smallest
in the world.

SPRING PROGRAM

SERIES

1 Session $10 (16yrs+)

GREAT VALUE! Register for all all 4 work-
shops for $35!

Must pre-register by calling 604-502-6459

Pioneer Profiles

Get a sense of Surrey’s early years with
an in-depth look at three pioneer families.
Find out where they lived, why they came
and what legacies they left behind.

Saturday, April 14 * 11:00am-12noon

Newton Photo Retrospective

Did you know Newton had Surrey’s
first indoor ice arena? Join us for this
visual history of Newton, featuring
archival photographs, maps and a few
quirky facts too!

Saturday, April 21 * 11:00am-12noon

Surrey on Canvas

Explore Surrey’s history through our doc-
umentary art collection. Archival photo-
graphs, maps and news articles help tell
interesting stories of Surrey’s past.

Saturday, May 5 * 11:00am-12noon

Surrey in the 1920s

With a population of under 8,000, Surrey
was a much different place in the 1920s.
Get a sense of what Surrey was like dur-
ing the “Roaring” Twenties!

Saturday, May 12 < 11:00am-12noon


http://www.surrey.ca/culture-recreation/2366.aspx
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HERITAGE VOLUNTEERS

! SURREY

Find out more about Heritage Volunteers on-line

I’m a Heritage Services Volunteer

John de Forest’s working career was in
engineering with Canadian Pacific Airlines.
On retirement, he first devoted his talents
to the Burnaby Village Museum, where he
was instrumental in the restoration of the
Interurban tram 1223, a 1923 Model T Ford,
a 1929 Nash Roadster, and many other small
engines and artifacts.

John became a volunteer at the Historic
Stewart Farm in 2005, welcoming visitors and
providing them information on exhibitions
at the Stewart Hall. But the role of the Teddy
Bear Man, welcoming young children to the Farm’s annual Teddy Bear Picnic, per-
haps gives him the most joy.

John and his wife Hazel began making vintage Teddy Bears in the 1970s, while Hazel
was recovering from a hiking accident. After Hazel’s death, John decided to keep her
spirit alive by continuing to create the bears in her honour. The handcrafted bears are
given to people who are in need of love, compassion and support. John's bears are
now on all the continents except Antarctica, and on several ships at sea.

John's bears grace the display for the Farm’s Teddy Bear Picnic, and he serves as a
judge for the Picnic, awarding prizes for each child’s stuffed animal, such as “Most
Beautiful Bear”, “Most Well Travelled”, “Eldest Animal”. Thank you, John, for your
kindness to our youngest visitors.

If volunteering with Heritage Services looks like a good opportunity for you, please
call the Heritage Services Volunteer Office at 604-502-6461. We accept volunteers
starting at age 14.

SCHOOL PROGRAM

* Do you have a passion for history?

* Do you enjoy working with school children? Or want to expand your
experience?

* Are you interested in meeting people who share your interests?
Become a School Program Volunteer at the Surrey Museum or the Historic
Stewart Farm.

Our volunteers work as a team to deliver a variety of programs to school children.
We offer flexible levels of commitment and a supportive and fun environment.

School programs start in October and continue throughout the school year; docent
training is ongoing. If you feel this is the volunteer experience you have been looking
for, please call us.

RECRUITING NOW

VOLUNTEER

At Surrey Museum

Join the volunteer team to present
school programs, guide tours, support
special events, research new exhibits,
and demonstrate textile crafts. Ages 14+

VOLUNTEER

At Historic Stewart Farm

Have fun with fellow volunteers creating
a realistic Victorian experience. Present
programs for students, guide tours, host
teas, cultivate heirloom gardens, or sup-
port the new exhibits program at the
Stewart Hall.

For more information about these and
other volunteer positions at the Surrey
Museum, Historic Stewart Farm or
Surrey Archives, call 604-502-6461.

e N

HERITAGE VOLUNTEERS

Join the Heritage Services
“family”” and enjoy the
benefits!

* Give back to your community.
* Exercise your mind.
* Help to preserve the past.

* Develop your interpersonal and
communication skills.

* Meet new people.

* Add skills to your resume and
improve job prospects.

* Have fun!



http://www.surrey.ca/culture-recreation/510.aspx
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M Surrey Historical Society

Carolina McLellan:

A Kensington Prairie Teacher

Courtesy of Jack Brown

The first Kensington Prairie School was
located on the corner of Mud Bay Road
and Coast Meridian Road, (40 Avenue
and 168 Street). The actual school build-
ing was built in 1887, on land donated
by Edward Parr. This was a one-room
school house with four rows of seats that
held 20 to 30 students. It was supplied
with drinking water by a barrel which
caught rain water coming off the roof
and was heated in winter with a cast iron
stove burning cord wood. The teacher’s
salary was about $50 per month.

Carolina McLellan taught at Kensington
Prairie School during 1896-1897.
Carolina, after a stint with her two farmer
brothers in North Dakota, decided teach-
ing would be easier. She had a Grade 8
education but trained as a teacher. She
was 25 years old, lived with her family in
Blaine, and initially walked the four and
one half miles to and from school each
day, until she arranged board with the
Palmer Family after Spring Break.

In early 1897, in New Westminster,

BC, Carolina married David Griffith
Williams, a widower. They had ten chil-
dren and settled in Vancouver until 1915
when they moved to Prince George,

BC. Carolina passed away on November
10, 1937. She kept a daily diary, part of
which is reproduced here. It shows the
daily life of a young school teacher and
the highs and lows of classroom events.
The diary and photos were provided by
Carolina McLellan’s granddaughter Ms.
Joyce Greenwood. All historical informa-
tion is from WWW.surreyhistory.ca

Feb 1 [1897]: Will (Brown) and Fred
(Johnson) laughed immoderately. Wilbert
was good but Rose (Thrift) was away which
may account for it. This disorderly laughter
has a bad effect on the school. I will change
Freds seat.

Feb 2: By means of a lecture in which the
trustees name was mentioned, and remov-
ing Fred, better order was maintained. The
new boy is being infected with Freds spirit.

- A
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Carolina McLellan and her 1896 Kensington Prairie class. #192.22

Feb 4: Everything went smoothly until
after three oclock when Wilbert and Will
[Brown] had a quarrel and came ro blows.
1 have written My. Wilder.

Feb 5: Mr. Wilder came and we had a
conference. I have promised ro keep Will
Brown apart from the others as much as
possible, and if there is further trouble he

will be sent home.

Feb 18: Fred and Albert forgave and forgor
their tiff.

Feb 23: Fred and Albert hurt Charlie. I
kept them in to write 10 lines. There was
great indignation.

Feb 25: The children were all back. The
evil spirit among those children that has
descended into them from their fathers is
constantly springing up like the dragon who
having one of his heads cut off; another
would spring up in its place.

Feb 28: The children were all good excepr
Mary Thrift. I long to do that child some
permanent good. It is a pleasure to teach
her she is so bright; bur occasionally she gets
into a sullen mood that is most trying. This
was one of her worst days. Charlie and
Gustave both stood in the corner to-day also
Mary Thrift and Albers.

Feb 30: A pleasant day. I'm learning when
to smile in the schoolroom without damaging
my dignity. Fred is doing splendidly ar his
lessons ... Charlie fell into the creek. Mary
Thrift pricked Gustave with a pin and had
to stand in the corner although we all had to
have a good laugh except Gustave.

Contact Us!

Surrey Historical Society meets at
10 am at the Surrey Archives the
2nd Saturday of most months. You
are welcome to hear our speak-
ers and share your knowledge.
Membership is $10/year. For details
please call:

John Bliss, 778-294-1515
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| Surrey Professional Fire Fighters’ Pioneer Assodation

The Surrey Guardian

by Bill McNamara

There was a time when the only fire/
emergency protection on the Fraser
River was a fire barge owned by the New
Westminster Fire Department, and a
patrol boat with firefighting capabilities
owned by the North Fraser Harbour
Commission.

The Harbour Commission’s boat “Port
Fraser” was put up for tender in 1968.
The Surrey Municipal Council seized this
opportunity and made a successful bid of
$23,000.

This vessel now protected the Fraser
shores from the North Delta border to
the Langley border. It was appropriately
re-named the “Surrey Guardian” by a
local elementary school student as part of
a contest that invited students to submit
names for the fire boat.

From 1968 to 1972, the 35 foot Surrey
Guardian saved several properties from
total destruction, including the Tannery,

Surrey fireboat “SS Guardian”

Brownsville and the S&R sawmills. It
not only fought fires but also assisted
boaters in distress and agencies including
the R.C.M.P, when requested, to patrol
the waters for drowning victims, bridge
jumpers and even bank robbers who
escaped along the river banks.

This fire boat could produce up to 1700
gallons of water per minute from its deck
guns. The vessel not only fought struc-
ture fires from the river but also helped
protect the adjacent buildings.

The idea of owning a fire boat actually
began in 1960 when two major sawmills
had been destroyed and the municipal
council of the time wanted to improve
firefighting capabilities along the water
front. Lack of roads along the river,
delays due to CN trains on the tracks as
well as the requirement to burrow under
the tracks to lay hose lines from a stand-
pipe to pumper trucks hampered the Fire
Department’s ability to promptly fight
fires on the riverfront. Another concern
was the presence of wooden water mains.
These wooden water mains would often
burst under the increased pressure when
water was drawn from the main to the
pumper truck.

The Surrey Guardian was originally oper-
ated by off-duty paid fire fighters along
with some of the South Westminster fire
hall volunteers. Capt. John Menunzio
and Capt. Rudy Brieter oversaw the
operations of the boat. In 1971, the
Surrey Fire Department decided to

have additional paid on-duty fire fight-
ers operate the vessel. This would

ensure a quicker response time as the
fire fighters would be stationed at Hall

2 in Whalley, the closest fire hall to
Domtar Industries where the boat was
docked. Bob McNabb, who was an
experienced boat operator, was hired by
the Fire Department first, followed by

Harold Peterson, Dave Olsen and Bill
McNamara who also had experience
operating a boat of this size. The vessel
was routinely taken out onto the river to
make sure engine and equipment func-
tioned properly.

The fire boat was a costly piece of equip-
ment to have for “just in case” situations.
In 1972, Surrey council offered neigh-
bouring municipalities a mutual agree-
ment to share the cost of operating the
boat. After receiving negative responses,
the Surrey Guardian was put up for

sale. High rise buildings were starting

to be constructed in Surrey, necessitating
the need for an aerial ladder truck. The
sale of the boat would offset the cost of
purchasing a new ladder truck. The fire
boat was sold to a log salvage company.
It was last known as the police patrol
boat on the TV series The Beachcombers.

/The SPFFPA was formed on July
24, 1992.The purpose of the asso-
ciation is to harbour a continued
rapport and social relationship
between retired members and to
promote closer liaison between
existing fire services and retired
members as well as preserving the
history of Surrey Fire Department
and its members past, present and
future.

The current executive is:
President: Ken Douglas
Vice-President: Rick Crowe
Secretary: Bill McNamara
Treasurer: Alan Fisher

Immed. Past President: Graham

Symonds
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BCER Railway History

The Beginning of the
BCER

With the opening of the Fraser River
Bridge on July 23, 1904, the British
Columbia Electric Railway moved for-
ward to establish a regional railway to
serve the logging and agricultural com-
munities on the south shore of the Fraser
River (from Brownsville to Chilliwack)
that had been developing since 1860.

On August 26, 1907, B.C. Electric
Railway officials and Henry Bose,

Reeve of Surrey, turned the first sod at
Old Yale Road, near present-day 125
Street (approximately a half mile south
of the Scott Road Skytrain Station).

The railway was formally called the
New Westminster-Chilliwack Railway.
However, it was more commonly known
as the Chilliwack Line or the Fraser
Valley Line. It provided a critical link
for residents and businesses travelling or
moving goods between Vancouver and
Chilliwack. Rail construction started in
December, 1908. The community of
Sullivan provided lumber for railway ties,
materials for trestles, and gravel for bal-
lasting. By the fall of 1909, track laying
and electrification were underway.

The New Westminster-Chilliwack
Railway cost $20,000,000 and took
two years to build. Regular service to

Chilliwack commenced October 4, 1910.

Operating Highlights

Opver the four decades of operation, passen-
gers and freight moved within Surrey and
between communities to the east and mar-
kets to the west. A series of stations, mostly
small shelters, along the route in Surrey
provided crucial community connections.

Milk train service began on May 4,
1910, and continued until February 18,
1939, when local processing plants and
truck haulage took over. In 1929, a por-
table substation was added at Kennedy
to boost the ability of the locomotives to
haul heavier loads up the long hill from
the east end of the Fraser River bridge.

BCER cars 1310, 1300, 1301 at South Westminster Station, June 946

In 1945, Hyland Station (at 140 Street)
was demolished and two new stations
built on either side of it—Burkhart to the
west and Archibald to the east. Service
began on June 13 to better serve the
growing number of residents.

The End of an Era

The B.C. Electric Railway was the
mainstay for many parts of Surrey. It
provided passenger transportation, car-
ried the mail, and was used by the mills
to ship shingles and lumber. Until 1940,
students travelled to the high school in
Cloverdale on the Interurban.

e e e g e e e

Milk Train at Meridian, circa 1913
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Improvements in roads and an increase in
cars and trucks in the late 1940s made rail
transportation less viable. Passenger ser-
vice ceased on September 30, 1950. Since
then, the line has functioned solely for
freight. B.C. Hydro took over the line in
1962. In 1988, the rail division was sold,
and is now owned by Southern Railway of
B.C., part of the Washington Group.

Part of the Surrey Heritage Storyboard
Project, sponsored by Surrey Heritage
Advisory Commission. Images from the pri-
vate collection of the Whalley Little League.
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