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Fall 2011
Programs • Exhibitions

Special Events • Services

17671–56 Avenue, Surrey   V3S 1C9
{P} 604-502-6459

{E} archives@surrey.ca

CONTACT US
The collections of the Surrey Archives are 
available to the public for use in our Refer-
ence Room.
Research enquiries may be made by phone, 
e-mail, mail or in person.

c NHours C
Tuesdays to Fridays, 9:30am–5:30pm

Saturdays, 10:00am–5:00pm
Closed Sundays, Mondays and Statutory Holidays

Seasonal Closure:  Dec 24/11–Feb 6/12

Visit us on-line at
www.surrey.ca/heritage

•       PROGRAM PREVIEW      •

• City records, such as bylaws, annual reports, 
departmental records, and civic publications 
which document the city’s governmental his-
tory. A highlight of this collection is the original 
Minutes of Surrey Council from 1880–1995.

• Community records, including diaries, 
personal papers, scrapbooks, manuscripts, 
research notes, and records of local business-
es and organizations.

• Thousands of historic photographs, some 
which date back to the late 1800s, document-
ing the city’s history.

• Thousands of maps, plans, and architectural 
drawings.

• Oral history tapes featuring interviews with 
many long-time Surrey residents.

• Extensive holdings of local newspapers, 
including the Surrey Leader and The Columbian.

• Over 10,000 school registers from many 
Surrey schools, dating from 1890–1971.

• A Reference Library of over 2,000 publica-
tions on such diverse topics as local and B.C. 
history, First Nations people, architectural heri-
tage, antique identification, and much more. 

Come in for a visit and discover the stories 
told by these incredible resources!

About Us
The Surrey Archives preserves the docu-
mentary history of the City of Surrey, which 
includes government records as well as per-
sonal and community records. If you’ve got 
a question about Surrey’s history, the Surrey 
Archives is the place to come!www.surrey.ca/heritage

•                  RE S OU R C E S                   •

Royal Metal
Here’s a sneak peak at what you can expect 
when you register for this new Fall program, 
held on Saturday, October 22.

Surrey Trivia

The Reference Specialist is a big trivia 
fan and welcomes your questions. You’re 
invited to try and stump him!

1. What year did Surrey Place Mall open? 

2. What is the original name of 72 Avenue?

3. What year did Kensington Prairie 
School (now a Recreation Centre) open?

Look for the answers in this flyer!
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1 Session $10 (16yrs+) • All 4 workshops $35!
Please pre-register by calling 604-502-6459

Surrey: Then & Now
See how much Surrey has changed and what 
remains the same in this visually stunning 
presentation, comparing archival photos with 
modern images of Surrey.

Sat, October 15  •  11:00am–12noon

Royal Metal
Join railway historian Barrie Sanford as he 
reveals the history and significance of the 
1904 New Westminster Rail Bridge.

Sat, October 22  •  11:00am–12noon

Surrey’s Early Schools
A look back at the days when schools consist-
ed of only one room. Join local historian Jack 
Brown as he traces the history of Surrey’s 
early schools.  

Sat, November 5  •  11:00am–12noon

Surrey in the 1930s 
Step back in time to “The Dirty Thirties” and 
get a sense of what life was like for Surrey 
residents during the Great Depression.

Sat, November 12  •  11:00am–12noon

•   FALL  Program  Series   •

The Surrey Archives receives many requests 
to use its photographs in a variety of ways. If 
you’re looking to improve an essay or book, 
a documentary, an advertisement, or are try-
ing to find the perfect vintage image to hang 
on a wall, give us a call to order high quality 
copies of Archives photographs. With images 
dating from the late 1800s, we have what 
you’re looking for.

Take a Look for Yourself!
The Surrey Archives has thousands 
of images for viewing on its website 
at www.surrey.ca/heritage. Click on 
Surrey Archives, then:

•Until October 1, click on Photograph 
Collection to see hundreds of images of 
early Surrey.

•After October 1, click on Surrey 
Archives and Museum Online Access 
(SAMOA) to see thousands of images 
from the 1960s. Use SAMOA to search 
our Community Records collection too!

•  hiSTORIC   PHOTOGRAPHS  •

Surrey school bus, c.1930
#SMA92.026-01

Did You Know...
Fifty years ago, Surrey’s population was 
just 70,000. Today, Surrey boasts a popu-
lation of about 480,000, nearly seven 
times larger than Surrey of the 1960s.

Crescent Beach Hotel, c.1926
#180.2.44

TRIVIA ANSWERS:
1. 1972
2. Newton Road
3. 1914

SAMOA Updates—We’ve been working hard 
to get more images into our online database. 
After October 1, you’ll be able to search and 
view nearly 3000 additional photographs 
from your home computer, laptop, or 
smartphone. The uploads include images 
of Whalley, Cloverdale, Crescent Beach, 
and various Surrey transportation scenes, 
from our Historical Photographs Collection. 
Also included are over 2300 images from 
our Surrey Leader Negative Collection from 
1965–66.

Need a Speaker?—If you’re looking for a 
different sort of speaker for your next com-
munity association or board meeting, please 
give us a try! The Archives can offer a vari-
ety of presentations on many aspects of Sur-
rey’s history. These presentations are packed 
with photographs and interesting tidbits 
about Surrey’s history. Fee is by donation. SPECIAL EVENT

Surrey Remembers
Visit the Surrey Archives after the 
Remembrance Day ceremonies at the 
Cloverdale Cenotaph. View wartime 
documents in our Reference Room and 
warm up with coffee and tea in our Multi-
Purpose Room.

Friday, November 11
9:30am–12:30pm

•           WHAT’S NEW                •

I

PRIMARY SOURCES FOR STUDENTS
From photographs and diaries to city records 
and maps, the Surrey Archives has primary 
sources to give your assignment or report 
added authority.

Donations
The Surrey Archives’ collection is built on 
donations of documentary material from Sur-
rey residents, businesses and the City. If you, 
your business, or community group have 
material you wish to donate to the Surrey 
Archives, please contact: 

Peter Johnson, Curator-Archivist
604-502-6458 • pnjohnson@surrey.ca

Drop in


