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Q1.  Why do we need the 105 Avenue Connector road? 
 
A1. With the neighbourhood growth we are experiencing now and anticipate in the future, there’s a 
need to provide an additional east/west connection to deliver better access, circulation, connectivity 
and multi-modal corridors for localized trips.  
 
As we plan for sustainable development in City Centre and along 104 Avenue, increased road 
connectivity allows for shorter circulation, saves time from congestion and results in less GHGs caused 
by idling. We’ll see increased pedestrian, cycling, transit and vehicle trips as the neighbourhood 
densifies and develops into a vibrant urban centre – all of which are reflected in this project. 

 
Q2. Why now?  
 
A2. While 105 Avenue has been 30 years in the planning, well before and independent of proposed Light 
Rail Transit (LRT) planned for 104 Avenue, LRT has simply moved this project up in priority. 
 
The accelerated time frame provides for preferred alignment for required major water main relocation, 
improves neighbourhood connectivity both during and after LRT construction, mitigates concurrent 
construction activities lessening impacts on local residents and businesses, and allows Engineering to 
fund $3 million in initial improvements to Hawthorne Rotary Park.  

 
Q3. Why hasn’t the City listened to the concerns of residents? 
 
A3. In fact, the City has made significant design changes in direct response to public input, including: 

 Customizing a narrower road corridor through the Park with only one travel lane in each 
direction, and removing on-street parking 

 Removing the 142nd Street connection 

 Adding new traffic calming roundabouts at 144th & 148th Streets and a traffic signal at 140th  

 Confirming biodiversity enhancements, including a new wetland habitat and installation of 
wildlife crossings 

 Adding a new walking trail connected to the Quibble Creek Greenway 

 Relocating the centre Park parking lot to 144th Street for better visibility and access 

 Creating a new entry plaza at 144th Street with pedestrian crossing 
 
This new design and the Project’s phased implementation schedule reflects input and addresses many of 
the concerns raised by individuals and groups, though not all interests can be fully met all of the time.   
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Q4.  Does Surrey not care about Hawthorne Park? What’s the plan to mitigate impacts? 
 
A4.  Hawthorne Park is an important and much loved community space. 105 Avenue will affect 
Hawthorne Rotary Park and the City has developed a package of plans and investments to compensate 
and even improve some its active and natural areas, such as: 

1. Acquiring over 5 acres of adjacent high quality, bio-diverse natural areas, increasing the size of 
Hawthorne Rotary Park by 1.0 acre 

 Protecting, as City park land, environmentally sensitive areas of Bon Accord Creek and 
Hawthorne Creek that otherwise may have been developed  

 Incorporating ~ 450 trees resulting in a 200 net increase in trees within the Park  

 Increasing the amount of active usable park space.  
2. Delivering $3 million in initial park improvements, including the relocated parking lot replaced 

with grassed area for picnics and play, a new wetland habitat, and a gateway entrance plaza. 
3. New sidewalks, trails, separated bike lanes and new entry points.  
4. Improving openness and ‘eyes on the park’ during the evening and night-time hours, thereby 

improving public safety.  
5. Developing a longer term Master Plan for the park which investments a further $3 million.  

 
Q5. What about the bog and Surrey’s commitment to trees? 

 

A5. A recent independent consultant study indicated that, while the area was formerly a bog, it no 
longer contains many of the species and ecosystems that function as a bog. As a result, the new wetland 
habitat will enhance biodiversity not currently occurring. In addition to the net 200 trees in the 
expanded park area, 500 replacement trees will planted within the road corridor boulevards, meaning a 
total 700 trees will be added throughout the project area.  

 
Q6. What amenities will be included in the Hawthorne Rotary Park Master Plan? 

 

A6. We’ve heard that priorities include a new waterpark; a destination playground with play features for 
all ages, including parkour for youth; a new washroom building; sheltered picnic areas; and a new 
fenced dog off-leash area. The estimated cost is a further $3 million for a total $6 million investment.  

 
Q7. When will construction start? 
 
A7. The Project has a phased implementation beginning January 2018 through 2020. Roadwork begins 
from 140th to 144th streets and tree clearing is scheduled in January to avoid the bird nesting window. 
New trail construction will follow, then construction of the wetland habitat, new parking lot, and the 
Whalley Blvd to 140 St and 148th to 150th stretch start in March. The existing spray park and 
playground will remain open through the 2018 high use months. The majority of Park Master Plan 
improvements will arrive with the 2019 summer season.    


