
CORPORATE REPORT

NO: F004 COUNCIL DATE: April 22, 2024

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

TO: Mayor & Council DATE: April 17, 2024 

FROM: General Manager, Finance FILE: 1850-20 

SUBJECT: City Grants for 2024 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the Finance Committee recommend that Council: 

1. Approve the proposed 2024 City Grants as recommended by the Grants Evaluation
Committee and as documented in Appendices “I”, “II”, and “III” attached to this report;
and

2. Receive for information, a list of Council approved long-term lease-in-kind
arrangements between the City and community organizations, as included in
Appendix “IV” of this report.

BACKGROUND 

Each year, Council provides support to local non-profit and community-based organizations 
through the City Grants Program.  These include on-going grants in the categories of Leases and 
Property Taxes, Business & Tourism Grants, Crime Prevention & Youth Services Grants, 
Community Grants, and one-time grants in the categories of Community Promotion, Cultural and 
Recreational, and Health and Social Services.  

DISCUSSION 

2024 Application Process 

Not-for-profit community groups were invited to submit applications for the 2024 City Grants 
Program by September 30, 2023.  The City Grants Program is advertised on the City’s website and 
social media channels to notify the public about the application deadline. 

2024 City Grants Evaluation Process 

A cross-departmental Grants Evaluation Committee comprised of representatives from Finance, 
Legislative Services, Parks, Recreation & Culture, and Social Infrastructure and Community 
Investments reviews the grant applications using the Policy on Municipal Grants and the 
Guidelines for Grant Priorities, attached as Appendix “V” to this report.  
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The Grants Evaluation Committee met on November 28, 2023, to discuss the merits of each 
applicant and reach consensus on funding recommendations.  Based on the program funds 
available, the Evaluation Committee recommend awarding City Grants which have been 
aggregated into the following categories:  
 

• Ongoing Leases and Property Taxes; 

• Ongoing Business & Tourism; 

• Ongoing Crime Prevention & Youth Services; 

• Ongoing Community; and 

• One-time Grants 
 
On-going Annual Leases and Property Taxes 
 
The on-going annual leases component of the City Grants budget refers to City-owned land 
and/or space that is being used by not-for-profit organizations and for which the lease payments 
are forgiven annually.  The non-profit organizations are required to apply annually for such grants 
in lieu of rent. 
 
An allocation for property taxes is included in the City Grants budget for not-for-profit 
organizations that would have qualified for a Permissive Property Tax Exemption but did not 
meet the deadline for such exemptions.  Grants that are provided from this allocation are 
restricted to the municipal portion of the not-for-profit organization’s property taxes.  The  
non-profit organizations are required to apply annually for such grants in lieu of property taxes. 
 
On-going Business & Tourism 
 
The Business & Tourism component of the City Grants program includes the Cloverdale District 
Chamber of Commerce, South Surrey & White Rock Chamber of Commerce, and Surrey Tourism 
and Convention Association.  The two Chambers of Commerce play an important role in 
encouraging businesses to locate in Surrey and this grant supports their ongoing efforts.  The 
Surrey Tourism and Convention Association is the City's designated destination marketing 
organization, with a mandate to market and promote the entire City through marketing 
initiatives and programs.  
 
On-going Crime Prevention & Youth Services 
 
The Crime Prevention component of the City Grants program supports the City’s Crime 
Reduction Strategy and includes Surrey Crime Prevention Society (“SCPS”), Metro Vancouver 
Crime Stoppers, and the Lookout Housing & Health Society (“Lookout”).  
 
SCPS volunteers support their following programs in the City of Surrey:  Community Safety tours, 
Community Enhancement Program, Citizen’s Community Safety Watch, Community Safety 
Mentorship Program and Traffic Safety.   
 
Metro Vancouver Crime Stoppers (“Crime Stoppers”) is a non-profit society that receives 
anonymous tip information about criminal activity and provides it to law enforcement agencies, 
which helps to reduce investigation time and expenses.  Furthermore, Crime Stoppers works with 
police to help with unsolved crimes in the community. 
 
Lookout’s Surrey Street Youth Services (“SSYS”) program assists youth who are alienated from 
caregivers and are unable to meet their basic needs for food, shelter, health, and safety.  SSYS 
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works in partnership with other Surrey based youth agencies helping to reduce youth poverty and 
youth homelessness by connecting individuals to services.  Lookout provides outreach, in-house 
and referral services for at risk Surrey youth living in poverty.  
 
On-going Community  
 
Lower Fraser Valley Exhibition Association (the “Association”) 
 
The Association organizes and hosts the Cloverdale Rodeo and Exhibition, which is staged on the 
Fairgrounds during the Victoria Day weekend in May of each year.  The event attracts thousands 
of visitors to the City annually and assists the local economy on an annual basis.  It also brings 
positive recognition to the City of Surrey from across the province as well as nationally and 
internationally.  Staff have evaluated the Association’s request and is satisfied that the Cloverdale 
Rodeo and Exhibition is an important event in relation to the image and economy of Surrey and 
therefore, staff are supportive of Council approving a grant of $300,000 to the Association. 
 
Cloverdale Curling Club 
 
The Cloverdale Curling Club (the “Club”) provides recreational and social opportunities for Surrey 
residents through learn to curl programs, leagues, and other community events.  The Club also 
provides curling opportunities for several hundred elementary and secondary students each year, 
as well as seniors.  Under the existing operating agreement (2021-2025), the City will provide an 
annual base payment of $70,358 per year plus consumer price index (“CPI”) annual increase to a 
maximum of 2% to the Club. 
 
Community Enhancement Partnership Program Grants 
 
The Community Enhancement Partnership (“CEP”) Program supports community engagement 
and beautification projects.  The CEP Program has an on-going intake through an open 
application process.  This Program provides grants to residents and organizations under two 
separate categories:  Small Project Grants and Activity and Celebration Grants. 
 
Community Events Policing Grants 
 
The Community Events Policing Grant program reduces the burden of policing costs borne by 
community groups for events, parades, and festivals with free admission for the general public.  
This Grant program has an on-going intake through the City’s Festival & Event Support Team 
application process.   
 
Sport Tourism Grants 
 
The City accepts applications for Sport Tourism grants on an ongoing basis.  The Sport Tourism 
Grant Program is designed to support community groups and aid with covering facility rental and 
marketing costs associated with sporting events. 
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Arts Council of Surrey 
 
The purpose of the Arts Council of Surrey is to promote and foster arts and cultural services in 
Surrey.  Over time, the Arts Council has initiated, developed, and sponsored groups that have 
become self-sustainable. 
 
Volunteer Cancer Drivers Society 
 
Volunteer Cancer Drivers Society organizes a volunteer driver program for cancer patients in the 
Metro Vancouver area which transports cancer patients for treatment, diagnosis, and follow-up 
care each month. 
 
Honey Hooser Scholarship and Peace Arch Weavers and Spinners Guild 
 
The City has established the Honey Hooser Scholarship to be awarded each year to a graduating 
post secondary arts student, a student with an interest in arts and crafts graduating from a 
secondary school in Surrey, or a disabled person with an interest in arts and crafts.  The interest 
may be broad and include the study of the visual, graphic, or performing arts, or the development 
of the tools to facilitate these arts.  The purpose of this scholarship is to benefit the community by 
encouraging persons having an interest in arts and crafts to pursue studies in these areas.  The 
City also provides an annual grant to the Peace Arch Weavers & Spinners Guild, an organization 
promoting the art of weaving and spinning. 
 
Special Recognition and Dry Grads 
 
The budget for the City Grants Program includes an allocation to a Special Recognition Fund.  
This is intended to be used to recognize individuals or groups who achieve extraordinary 
accomplishments as determined by City Council.  In this regard, individuals and groups/teams 
occasionally request financial assistance when they qualify for or are invited to attend a 
competition at a higher level such as a provincial, national, or world championship event.  The 
budget also includes an allocation in support of Dry Grad celebrations at Surrey secondary 
schools. 
 
One-Time Grants 
 
The One-time Grants Program is designed to support all other local non-profit groups or 
organizations.  Appendix “II” contains a listing of all proposed one-time grant applications for 
2024.   
 
Appendix “III” contains a listing of all one-time grant requests not recommended by the Grants 
Evaluation Committee.  Organizations that apply for funding under the City Grants Program most 
often propose valuable and worthwhile projects; however, funding cannot always be allocated as 
requested because either the project does not meet the criteria of the Grants Policy, or the scope 
of the project exceeds the funding capabilities of the Grants Budget.  In such circumstances, 
Council has the option to consider alternative funding sources such as the Council Initiatives 
Fund.  
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Long Term Lease-In-Kind 
 
Appendix “IV” includes a list of City owned land and/or space leased to community organizations.  
The list includes the names of the organizations, the annual market value of the in-kind leases 
and the addresses of the leased properties.  Over the years, Council has approved long-term  
in-kind lease arrangements for these properties.  As such, Council approval on an annual basis is 
not required.  
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Based on the above discussion, the Finance Committee recommend Council approve the 2024 
City Grants as recommended by the Grants Evaluation Committee and as documented in 
Appendices “I”, “II” and “III” attached to this report. 
 
 
 
 
 
Kam Grewal, CPA, CMA 
General Manager, Finance 
 
Appendix “I”:  2024 Proposed City Grants (On-going) 
Appendix “II”:  2024 Proposed City Grants (One-time) 
Appendix “III”:  2024 Proposed City Grants (Not Recommended) 
Appendix “IV”:  Long Term Lease In-Kind  
Appendix “V”:  Policy on City Grants No. D-26 
 
 
 



 

Appendix “I” 
 

 

Name of the Organization Grant Category

2023 Approved 

Amounts

2024 Proposed 

Amounts

Comments, Actions or 

Recommendations

1. Fraser Valley Heritage Railway Society Lease-in-kind 112,000 188,424 5554 176 Street

2. Surrey Sailing Club Lease-in-kind 24,000 24,000 3140 McBride Avenue

3. Surrey Heritage Society Lease-in-kind 57,000 101,700 6022 Highway 15

4. Panorama Ridge Riding Club Lease-in-kind 30,500 30,500 5381 125A Street

5. Lower Mainland German Shepherd

Dog Club

Lease-in-kind 6,000 6,000 19461 36 Avenue

6. Action BMX Association Lease-in-kind 12,000 12,000 12624 75 Avenue

7. Crescent Beach Swim Club Lease-in-kind 625 625 Foot of McBride Avenue

8. Lower Fraser Valley Exhibition Association Lease-in-kind 74,088 74,088 6060 176 Street & 17835 62 Avenue

9. Semiahmoo Potters Society Lease-in-kind - 9,630 2585 132 Street

10. Unallocated Property Taxes Property Taxes 5,000 5,000 Unallocated

A. Total Leases and Property Taxes 321,200 452,000

11. Cloverdale District Chamber of Commerce Business & Tourism 10,000 10,000 Same as last year

12. South Surrey/White Rock Chamber of Commerce Business & Tourism 10,000 10,000 Same as last year

13. Surrey Tourism & Convention Association Business & Tourism 10,000 10,000 Same as last year

B.  Total On-going Business & Tourism 30,000 30,000

14. Surrey Crime Prevention Society Crime Prevention 300,000 300,000 Same as last year

15. Crime Stoppers Crime Prevention 55,000 55,000 Same as last year

16. Lookout Housing and Health Society Crime Prevention & 

Youth Services

44,000 44,000 Same as last year

C.  Total On-going Crime Prevention 399,000 399,000

17. Lower Fraser Valley Exhibition Association Community - 300,000 2023 Rodeo support allocated from 

Parks, Recreation & Culture Budget

18. Cloverdale Curling Club Community 74,000 74,664 As per operating agreement

19. Community Enhancement Partnership Program Community 45,000 45,000 Same as last year

20. Community Events Policing Community 125,000 125,000 Same as last year

21. Sports Tourism Community 50,000 50,000 Same as last year

22. Arts Council of Surrey Community 5,000 5,000 Same as last year

23. Volunteer Cancer Drivers Society Community 5,000 5,000 Same as last year

24. Honey Hooser Scholarship & Peace Arch Weavers 

and Spinners Guild

Community 1,000 1,000 Same as last year

25. Unallocated Special Recognition Community 5,000 5,000 Unallocated 

26. Unallocated Dry Grad Events Community 4,500 4,500 $250 per applying school

D.  Total On-going Community 314,500 615,000

Total Lease-in-kind and On-going Grants 1,065,000 1,496,000

27. One-time Grants One-time 79,650 93,450 See Appendix II for details

28. Unallocated One-time Grants Unallocated 33,350 19,550 Unallocated

E.  One-Time Grants 113,000 113,000

Total City Grants 1,178,000$         1,609,000$         

2024 FINANCIAL PLAN

PROPOSED CITY GRANTS
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Appendix “IV” 
 
 

 
 

Name of the Organization Description

2024                  

Market Value    

of Lease Property Address

1. Arts Council of Surrey Lease in-kind 204,750 13530 -72 Avenue

2. Association of Neighbourhood Houses of BC Lease in-kind 44,625 6220 - 184 Street

3. Association of Neighbourhood Houses of BC Lease in-kind 318,500 16824 - 32 Avenue

4. Cloverdale Curling Club Lease in-kind 499,433 6142 - 176 Street

5. Cloverdale Horseshoe Club Lease in-kind 131,250 17886- 64 Avenue

6. Laurus Coaching Solutions (Tennis Centre) Lease in-kind 559,860 5891 -144 Street

7. Mud Bay Yacht Club Lease in-kind 204,750 13723 Crescent Road

8. Options Services to the Communities Society Lease in-kind 787,500 9815 - 140 Street

9. Pacific Community Resource Society Lease in-kind 64,400 13102-112A Avenue

10. Phoenix Drug/ Alcohol Recovery Lease in-kind 27,825 10029 - 140 Street

11. Port Kells Boxing Club Lease in-kind 22,050 18918 -88 Avenue

12. REC For Kids Society Lease in-kind 31,500 13379 - 68 Avenue

13. Semiahmoo Sea Scouts Lease in-kind 26,250 13723 Crescent Road

14. South Fraser Search & Rescue Society Lease in-kind 44,100 5756 -142 Street

15. Surrey Emergency Program Amateur Radio Society Lease in-kind 7,875 5756 -142 Street

16. Surrey Lawn Bowling Lease in-kind 74,025 18513- 70 Avenue

17. YMCA Lease in-kind 189,464 13450 -104 Avenue

3,238,157$        

2024 FINANCIAL PLAN

LONG-TERM LEASE IN-KIND
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